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HISTORY 


OF THE 


Four FACARDINS. 


1 E leſt the prince of Trebizonde, 
WB on the point of telling his ad- 
Dee uten, by order of the grand 


A Sultan his lord. This prince of 
Trebi onde was a complete perſon, valiant, 
ingenious, a great talker, and ſometimes 4 
to boaſt a little, as you will find in the 
courſe of a recital, which he began in this 
manner, 

One muſt not relate fables to your ſub- 
lime, and always auguſt, majeſty; as for 
me, I, who profeſs a ſcrupulous adherence 


to truth, am going, after the example of 
Vol. II. B . the 


(2) 
the s your ſpouſe, to relate adven- 
tures as trueas they would appear fabulous, 
if any, beſide myſelf bad boaſted to have 
gone through them. 

- I would not ſpeak of my birth, but to 
inform you that my mother, the moſt ſu- 
perſtitious princeſs of her time, had took it 
into her head that the happineſs or unhappi- 
neſs of my life depended on the name ſhe 
ſhonld give me, and not liking any of 
thofe by which my anceſtors were called, 
ſhe was juſt on the point of ſending to the 
oracle, to aſk it to give me a name, when 
a parrot that ſhe was very fond of, took up- 
on Ker 1 two or three times Facardin. 
There needed no more to determine her 
to honour me with this ſurname. Let us 
paſs on to that part of my life which is 
diſtinguiſhed by the events, of which you 
have aſked me to give you a recital. 
I was gone from your court ſome days 
before the revolution, which on 
account of the firſt empreſs your ſpouſe; 
I karnt _—— rs I was two 

s journey from my territories, and I take 
TID to tell you, that I then diſap- 
proved your departure, as much as I have 
done your conduct, . fince your return; for 
would it not have been better not to have 
married again, chan to take ſuch precautions 


CI 


faithful, that is to ſay, to cut off 


the day after the nuptials. 6 
I did not make any longer ſtay at Tre- 
bizonde than was neceſlary to my val- 


fals, your ſubjects, in obedience; for they 
were all ready to riſe againſt the cruelty of 
an edict, which the people imagined would 
be a precedent to other ſovereigns. I aſ- 
ſured them very ſtrongly, that I was not 
come to make any alteration in their cuſtoms; 
and having _ them give me a liſt of 
the tournaments which had been 

throughout the world for the preſent year, 
with an account of the adventures the moſt 
impracticable in the univerſc z I went 
with a deſign to render the whimſical name 


Fortune ſeconded my boldneſs thraugh- 
out; beautics yielded to my merit, and 
B 2 


& Þ 1 


always loved without ever 
ove; D 


ment, I don't know what would have be- 
—— had 
My naturally a ſhare 
of ſenſe, which he had war: . by 
being in my ſervice, he Werben to com- 
fort me by telling me there were ſtill greater 
misfortunes in life than hol of which I 
lained; may the happy Facardin never 
ortu 


| in te wem, and may fortune be favour- 
able enough to him, to * him go ſafe out 
of this dangerous climate; and the fertile 


noon day, and we were in the middle of a 
ſhady: and delicious foreſt and I was on 
the point of chooſin tree to ſer 
myſelf down under "ſhade, and to aſk 
my ei ſome queſtions about Aſtra- 
can, w ſaw eines towards us two 

men mounted on lofty camels: As ſoon as 
the firſt drew near us, he engaged all my 


attention by his air and geſture. His ſhape 


and ſtature were the moſt noble and eaſy 


that could be ſeen, and his viſage ſo charm- 
ing, that my ſecretary himſelf, who ſees. 


me "Oy day, could not * takin g no- 
| tice 


| 


o my valour; nevertheleſs, I was 


feld of the kingdom of Aſtracan. It was 


fine a figure cauſed in me. We had time 
enough to examine him; for 
| pe oppoſite to us without diſcovering us, 
he 


WA. 9 
tice of the ſurpriſe and admmiration that to 


having ſtop- 


took his helmet from the man who fol- 


lowed him, and inftead of covering hing- 
elf with it as 1 thought Ye intended, he 
ſighed, regarded tenderly a bird glitterin 


all over with gold and precious ſtones, wh 

I took for an eagle, and Which with his 
wings ſhaded the helmet. After having 
ſometime looked on it, he kiſſed it reſpect-· 


fully, and giving back the helmet to his 
Iquire, he paſſed very near us, ſtill bu- 
ried in ſo profound a revetie, that it hin- 
dcred his ſeeing us. 


It was then I made a reflexion on what 
my ſecretary had told me, and I appre- 


| hended that a very amorous man could not 
be without diſquiet, if he found in his way 


a rival formed as this ſtranger. I could not 
ee the curioſity * to learn who 
e was; and my ſecretary having civily ſto 
ped his *fquire to inquire of has 47 
cd quite amazed, to tell me that his name 


was Facardin. 


Facardin, my ſtars, cried I, with a- 


ſtoniſnment! At this exclamation, the 
handſome chevalier who thought that I 
called lum, turned the | head of his camel 


B 3 towards 


(6) 

towards me, and aſked me what I wanted 
of him ? Nothing, replied I, but to know 
if it is poſſible your name can be Facardin. 
It is but too true, replied he, and I wiſh 
that this curſed name had not been in- 
quired after ſo far off, to render me un- 
happy; fince I attribute a part of the diſ- 
| may which have happened to me, to the 
ecret fatality which ſeems attached to this 
name, May one dare, ſaid I, aſk what 
theſe misfortunes may be, You ſhall hear 
them, ſays he, very frankly. I ſhould be 
the moſt conſtant of all men, if I was not 
unfortunate in love, which I have been ſen- 
fible of for ſome time; nevertheleſs I cau- 
not complain of being drawn into any in- 
tercourſe with the ſex, ſince I have never 
been beloved. It is true, the moſt adorable 
of mortals, and the only one who ever re- 
garded me without averſion, appeared to 
relent in my favour ; but alas was in 
putting me to à trial, the remembrance of 
which ſtrikes me with horror. Let us 
talk no more of it, ſays he, and return to 
that which I was ſpeaking to you of. It is 
impoſſible my cares, my complaiſance, an 
aſſiduity, notwithſtanding my deficiency in 
other recommendations, could be every 
where rejected, if this whimſical name did 
not carry ſome evil along wih it. f: 


wn 


7) 
ſays I, is it poſſible that a man made as you 
are can rr 
out ſucceſs ; and that a man of fo much 
ſenſe can imagine that the name you have 
received can be the cauſe of it? Ir is but 
replied he, and to convince you 
only tell you of an adven- 
happened to me in Denmark, 
but ſuch a man as you ought to have ſome 
better em t than to give his attey- 
tion to the recital of afſronts which love 
has cauſed me. I affured him that I had 


try yo | 
fern Lane yk ou ſince you tell 
me ſuch marvellous nw 


—_— 
I am Facardin as well as as you, and 
ou that the name is of no ſigniſi- 
have found a hundred beauties in 
way, and ſome of them the moſt beau- 
——— Tur ene 
more a will give 
1 an there yo 1 vill 0 he 
addreſſes. and fc them „ and let us 


to ſhow 
cation, 


Le! 


, EPI 
hear what you'll ſay at your return. Alas 
rephed the handſome incognito, when you 
find them more gentle than lambs, to me 
they will be tygreſſes: I who have inſpired 
all whom I have ſeen with averſion, except 
the old woman on mount Atlas, who her- 
ſelf inſpires with averfion thoſe who had 
the leaſt delicacy and were the moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of love: It is this I muſt acquaint 
you of, ſince you would have me enjoy ſome 
moments audience. After his _ 
theſe words we alighted, ad e 6 
Fay red 4 * and — 
the — g choſe a ſhady 
r in the foreſt for ah F. ſit down in, 
Facardin the ſtranger went on in the fol- 
lowing manner. As I made a vow not 
to diſcover myſelf while I ſaw. my heart un- 
worthily ſuſceptible of the firſt impreſſions, 
and to de myſelf the unhappy _ of more 
ſuſceptible beauties, diſpence wi giv- 
88 you an account of my. birth, ad tell- 
ing you the. places whicher I went to ſigna- 
lize myſelf hy ſome famous exploits in the 
world: It will ſuffice to tell you the firſt 
object of my exploits with which I 
the campaign, was a defign to render my- 
ſelf worthy to aſpire to the ueſt of 
Mouſſeline the Serious, princeſs of Aſtra- 
can — an; 
A2 or 


mountain, u 


6590 | 
ume has declared her, the moſt per- 
all mortals; it was not ſo much tlie 


OI 


or as 
ſect of 


eurioſity of ſeeing her, or the hopes of 


poſſeſſing her, that engaged me in this ad- 


venture; as the difficulties, or to ſpeak 


more properly, the ĩimpoſſſbility of the ad- 
venture. My heart at this Ley rime 


panted for nothing but , and was in 
the utmoſt indolence in reſpett to love. My 
travels hitherto have been diſtinguiſhed by 
only two events worth your attention. The 


firſt is the adventure of the Iſle of Lyons, 


which produced that of mount Atlas, and 
you ſhall hear each of — — * n 
Two days journey from this 

— of which the poets 
and all the train of 


aſſure us that heaven 


ſtars reſt, avaſt foreſt extends almoſt to the 


ſea ſhore. This foreſt is fo full of deer 
that ic would ſurpriſè you; there are ſo 
many, and ſuch large flocks of them, that 
it is difficult to get through the foreſt; At 


the p that leads out of this foreft the 
bird Pie 


tants at the foot of the mountain 


told us, that the lions came ſometimes from 


the deſerts all about to hunt in this foreſt, 
and. after having deſtroyed the deer of all 
kind, they went about depopulating the 
neighbouring country of men, women, and 
children; ache paond im this their ex. 

49 B 5 ereme- . 


theſe 


ry 
enchanter Caramouſial, who dwelt on the 
top of the mountain: He had by his en- 
chantments ſent all the hons into an iſland 
that I could ſec from that ſhore, where the 


fea waſhes the foot of the mountain ; that 
during the exile of the hons the deer were 


1 but that they had multiplied ſo 
much, that the deſolation was almoſt as 
as in the time of the lions, becauſe 
vaſt flocks, I had remarked in paſſing 
read themſelves throughout 


the foreſts, 


that the time of the firſt hunting match. 
would be in two days, and there was no 
doubt I ſhould have 2 diverſion. To 
any other but to an adventurer a lion hunt · 
ing would not have been propoſed for a 
diverſion; but I conſented to it with joy. | 
The ſhore oppoſite the Iſland of Lions 
was the rendezvous of the hunters. This 


land appeared to me of a large extent, 
very wild, and covered all over with an ex- 
weme thick wood: z * ſurpriſed at the 

equi- 


( 11 ) 

uipage attending this chace ; I 
— kind dogs of ſtrength, and a number of 
huaters armed with darts, javelins, arrows,: 
and ſtakes ; but inſtead of that I found on 
the banks twenty men and twenty young: 
irls very well made; the men led each of. 
m a ſtag or deer; and every girl carried. 
a cock upon her finger; they had ſome 
ſtrings in the ſhallops we embarked in. 
As ſoon as we came near the iſland, we 
heard the moſt frightful roarings, and ſuch» 
horrid howlings, that my ſquire, who is 
nevertheleſs a brave ſoldier, changed coun- 
renance, without any of our ny be- 
ing moved at it. The ſide of the river 
was all lined with theſe noble lions who» 
waited for our landing. I was in pains 
about how this deſcent was to be made in 
nce of ſo formidable a detachment ;- 
three of our ſhallops coming to ſhore 
before the others, let go three ſtags, up- 
on which all the lions run after them, and; 
left us a free and eaſy paſſage into their 
country, When we were there we entered 
into the thickeſt part of the foreſt, where | 
* the hunters — — 
young girk put as | 
— ks with, on their = 
Searcely were the cords ſtretched out, be- 
hind which they deen the deer, but 


Our 


. | 
our lions returned furiouſly upon us; there 
were twenty-four, all we the hungry as I 
thought; but as we did not chooſe to have 
but Hs ob ified” ata e nd of our 
nymphs immediately took the hood from 
one of the cocks and pulled two or three 
times a feather from his en We That of 
the foreſt where we were appeared ſo dark 
that the cock imagined he ſaw day break- 
ing, and begun to crow with all his might 
to ſalute it; the lions were ſo frighted at it, 
that they all diſappeared in an inſtant, ex- 

t him who was entangled in the cord. 
Thy ur him in one of our ſh with 
one of the hunters, and bound him with 
the ſame cord that the cock that crowed 
Vas tied with; although the lion was bound 
in ſuch a manner as not to be able to do 
any miſchief, they embarked a deer in the 
ſame ſhallop to amuſe him during the paſ- 
ſage. But ] muſt tell you, Seigneur, this 
hunting, which appeared to me as new as 
it was diverting, laſted till every hunter 
had brought b back his lion, girl, — 
J would fray nll the laſt, 1 charged 


ſelf wich the poſt of honour, becauſe it 
was the moſt dangerous, and fo put myſelf 
in the rear. I made my ſquire embark in 
the” laſt ſhallop which went away, except 
that which they left me. 


As 


my- | 


—_ * 


B 


— 


(13) 


As I was a they had left for me 
the fierceſt cock, and the girl leaſt afraid. 
This girl began to give me inſtructions for 
our retreat ; but as to me who bluſhed for 
ſhame, to ſee that the cocks carried all the 
glory of the expedition, I defired her nor 
to let the cock crow that 1 might enter the 
liſts againſt fome of the lions, bur if there 
ſhould come many on me while I was en- 
gaged with one of their companions, I 
told her ſhe might come time enough to 
my ſuccour to diſen me from an un- 
equal a combat : I ſaw by her countenance 
ſhe did not very well approve of it; and 
juſt as ſhe was going to anſwer me, the 
lions came to make their laſt charge. I ad- 
vanced ſword in hand, and moved ſome 
ſteps to meet them. They had at their 
head the moſt formidable of alt the lions; 
his eyes ſtared, his hair ſtood on end, and 
it ſo happened that this lion was as deaf as 
a beetle; the young girl frighted at his 
enormous ſize, ſet her cock a crowing, 
but it had ſo hoarſe and picrcing a voice, 
that it almoſt fplit my head. All the hons, 
except him of whom I ſpeak, ſeized with 
a panick - fear, fell down by the fide of 
one another as run away. My nymph 
and the cock ſqualled out violently and be- 
gan to be out of hope; and the noiſe they 


ence of the lion. 4 => 4 
of —*. —— cr 2 
ſpectators more tranqui more illuſtri- 
ous than thoſe we had. I had already 
drawn blood in many places, he had in his 
turn made a ſcratch, which beginning — 
the right ear, deſcended in à line | 
down to the extremity of my left hee ws 
had no buckler any more my adver- 
ſary, but he had a tail which was of more 
ſervice to him than his claws : As it grew 
late I took my ſword in both. hands to put. 
an end to the diſpute before night ; my 
enemy, who according to all appearances- 
had the ſame deſign, got upon his hind 
legs, and opened a throat ſo large, that it. 
ſeems beyond belief! The 1 was ſo 
frighted that ſhe let go the the lion. 
itted me to run after it, and I quitted: 
ne girl to run after the lion: I preſently. 
overtook him, but not time enough to ſave 
the poor cock whom he had already taken, 
and ſwallowed him in our ſight, as one 
would ſwallow a. grain of cac This- 
affront animated me with a freſh reſent- 

ment, I was ſo tranſported with anger, 
that without notice of the ſituation 
the lion had put himſelf in, I cut off his 


— ch es - 
* 


(75) 

ke would come to a parley: The earth was 
foaked with a ftream of blood which ran 
from his wound. F was always on my 
guard, not doubting but Rs fury would 
make him redouble his efforts againſt me, 
but he thought of nothing leſs than ven- 
geance, on the contrary leaning himſelf a- 
gainſt a tree to ſupport himſelf, he looked 
_— with — faid, ah, Facardin ! 

n to pity him, and I was } 
e 
of the girl called me to her aſſiſtance. 
She held with all her might the boat that 
had been left for us; the cord had been 
untied during our combat, which ſhe per- 
ceiving, as it was our only reſource ſhe 
made wonderful efforts to prevent its get- 
ting away: When I was near her, 
that I brought back the ſhallop to the ſhore ; 


inſtead of embarking in it, ſhe began to be 
extremely grieved, I ſaid 1 would rather 
die than the- poor hon, who had 


— in the ſtate I had left him; 
} was going to find out a method to 
put him on the continent. and to give him 
all the fuccour he was in need of. She, 
grieved at a propoſition which to 
her extravagant, f me on both 
her knees not to her and myſelf, for 
an old dead hon to the fury of all the lrv- 
+ ing 


her, 
. 7 1 ſhe ſaid, ſhe had been diſhonoured- 


(-76") 


ing lions of this Iſle; ſhe might ſay what ſhe- 


would: I went to the place where I left 
him, but I ſearched for him all round 
to no purpoſe. 

I re-embarked-thep, with ſhame enough, 
for not being able as the others had done, 
to brin * 

— accompanied me, cannot be ex- 


y the loſs. of her cock. that it was a laſt- 
ing diſgrace on all her family, and that ſhe 
could not think af ſurviving ſuch an in- 
famy. While I did all I could to com- 
fort her in a deſpair which whim- 
ſical enough to me, we arrived on the ſhore 
of mount Atlas. The night near cloſed in, 
J had loſt a great deal of blood, and was 
ready to die with thirft, I expected that my 
Iquire, whom I had taken care to ſend 
back, in fpite of his deſiring otherwiſe, 
would in return have ſome regard to me, 
and that I ſhould find him at the foot of 
the mountain, or on the ſhore to receive 
me.; but I found no body there ; the girl 
whom I brought back giving into deſpair 
more and more, took at haſt a reſolution to 
climb. to the top of the mountain and im- 

lore ſuccour — Caramouſſal, or to fling 
berfelf off it, in caſe the ian was net 


magic 
favourable to her. I followed her as long 
as 


(77) 
as I could, to perſuade her to lay aſide at 
leaſt this laſt project; but having loſt her 
in the gloomineſs which prevented my ſee- 
ing her in by- paths ſhe took,, after having 
wandered à long time among the rocks, 
always aſcending them, climbing, I fat my- 


ſelf down at laſt in the ſmo place I 
could find, reſolving there · to paſs the 
night, I no ſooner began to take a little re- 


pole, when I thought I heard at ſome diſ- 
tance, the le murmur of ſome 
ftream, which formed a caſcade among the 
rocks of this ſolitude. I was ſo very thirſty, 
that without regard to my weakneſs, and 
leis ſtill to the dangers of the precipices, I 
went toward the place from whence the 
noiſe came. I perceived that I made to- 
wards it, but it had been difficult for me 
to have got at it; if inſtead of egy 
myſelf, and looking on ſide, I 
not ſeen above the place w ] was 2 
feeble ray of light; I took that for my 
guide, and as I approached it, this light 
leemed to increaſe, and I thought I heard 
a noiſe of ſpinning wheels, ſuch as women 
ſpin thread with. I was not deceived, and 
by the light of two very large flambeaux, 
placed on each” ſide a miſerable 
ſaw two withered arms, with two hands 
them, which through two chinks contrived 
in 


(18) 
in the door of this co 


ttage, turned this 
ſpinning- wheel round, and ſpun with a 
better grace than one could expect from 
them; after having ſome time reflefted on 
this uncommon way of ſpinning of thread, 
I thruſt open the door without knocking 
at it, urged by the extreme neceſſity I was 
in. The door eaſily opened, and I ſaw the 
ſpinſter, whoſe whole perſon, exactly an- 
ſwering the ſample I had ſeen of it, was like 
an old | {yg — paſted on a 
death's head; ſhe was naked to the waiſt, 
and the drieſt of all carcaſſes, was not fo 
bad as this miſerable nudity, I turned a- 
way from looking at it to aſk for fomething 
to drink. Nothing will be wanting to you 
in theſe places, fays ſbe, provided you re- 
ſiſt your deſire, and overcome yaur aver- 
fon. At theſe words embracing me be- 
fore I was aware of her, the made me fit 


bloody, the ſtarted up, and quite 
at the danger, I did not think myſelf in, 
you would have been dead if the fuccour 
Lam about to give you had been deferred 
and an hour. She undreſſed me while ſhe 
kept talking to me in this manner, and 


ſhe embraced me moſt affectionately between 


ber wretched arms, and kiſſed from time 
. do 


down by her, and ſeeing my clothes all 


ſearched my wounds from top to bottom; 


th 


bing me with an eſſence which pe 


 booſe ;, how S 


629 
to time the places ſhe wiped. She per- 
ceived the mortal diſtaſte r her 


tenderneſs and favours, and in ſpight of 
theſe marks of my averſion *. — 


all the cottage ; ſenſeleſs — yy ad de ſhe 
to me, if you knew the treaſure you re- 
fuſe, and which I ſee very well, you will 


and thankf 


I found myſelf fo refreſhed, ſo reſtored, 
and relieved from this firſt application, that 


I ſaw very well that a ſecond would reſtore 
me ta a perfect health, I wanted nothing 


now to me eaſy, but to quench my 
thirſt, and to get away from ſuch an hoſteſs; 
I begged of her to have regard to my moſt 

preſing want, ln th alliance ſhe was 
about to give me would be uſeleſs, if the 
let me miſerably periſh with thirſt. You 
muſt then L 
me, which I very well fee, — will be un- 


able to 4 
the greaeſt citeuly . 


ber figure 7 me with ſo — —_ 
that I had not reſolution enough to aſſiſt 
her in ſupporting herſelf. She almoſt 


double, and notwithſtanding ſhe leaned on 


————— 


crawled 


620) 
crawled out of this firſt room; was 
the moſt wretched, ſhattered place, that 
could be in the world; the ſecond feemed 
a little more decent; the third larger ſtill; 
and well oanamented but the laſt room I 
followed into, was the moſt ſuperb, the 
molt magnificent, and the beſt Hurniſned 
that poſfibly cot; be, it ſeemed rather 
the fabulous abode of ſome fairy, than the 
apartment of a mortal. There was nothing 
to be ſeen throughout, but brocades, ex- 
quiſite paintings, and rich furniture, an e- 
legant toilette, ornamented with all kind of 
the fineſt trinkets on one ſide, on the other, 
a- bed- embroidered with oriental 
and gold from China; ſeemed to be intend- 
ed for the uſe of ſome goddeſs; for near 
the toilette I ſaw a perſon in an undreſs, who 
had the appearance of an empreſs of eigh- 
teen years of age. 

We had been a long time i in getting to 
this Apartment ; for beſides the poor old 
creature's going ſo very flow, ſhe ſhur the 
door of every rooms. before ſhe let me en- 
ter, and putti two hands acroſs each 
door, ſhe ſet to gr ry mo- 
ments, as ſhe had done the firſt time, 
this delay increaſed my chirſt; — 
leſs I mitigated its violence, in giving 
all * attention, to. the objects, * — 

e 
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fered themſelves in this laſt room. The old 
woman, 2 this attention; and 
taking me hand: Let us go, ſays 
ſhe, to the fountain, what you look at is 
made to kindle fires, and you only want 
water to. quench them; follow me, I am 
going, to bring you to yourſelf; there was 
no occaſion to ſay any any thing more; 
this was but fifty ſteps from this fine a- 
partment, and it was the water of this foun- 
tain, wh.ch I had heard the noiſe 'of, and 
which I had looked for to no , 

As to my part, in the indifference I was 
then in, and tormented with the ardour of 
an exceſſive thirſt, I would have 
three glaſſes of clear water to the three 
graces ; wherefore thruſting away her hand 
with which ſhe held me, rudely enough, I 
ruſhed toward the fountain, and ſet to 
ſwallow the water with ſuch eagerneſa, that 
I was afraid I ſhould ſee the rock dry be- 
fore I had quenched my thirſt. The old 
woman to whom I had not thought 
Lebe went home while 
I was drinking, according to a - 
ances was in a better humour, . — 1 
was not under any great uneaſineſs; I found 
myſelf in a ſweet compoſedneſs, and in- 
clinable to ſleep, and I indulged it without 
going any further. It was broad day- light 


W 
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when 1 awaked ; I was iſed to find 
myſelf in the moſt frightful that could 
be in the world; I turned myſelf round on 
every ſide without being able to compre- 
hend how I could get to this deſert, nor 
how I ſhould get out of it, the fountain 
where I had drank ran out from the point 
of a rock which ſeemed detached from the 
reſt of the mountain, and I found {5 
_—_— I faw the top of the 
c , and of the enchanted palace I had 


. fo much admired during night; but the 


N — where I lay was ſeparated from it by ſo 
deep a precipice, that my hair ſtood on end 
every time I looked at it. All the other 
[ſides were ſurrounded by ſteep rocks, which 
ſo far from affording me a way, ſeemed ra- 
ther as if they were ready to fall upon me; 
as I was very certain that I was not tranſ- 
ported hither through the middle of the 
air, I was reſolute in the dangerous ſearch 
after ſome outlet, I found one, at length, 
after I had deſpaired of it. It was the en- 
try of a cavern, which appeared very 
gloomy and very deep, and which ſeemed 
rather the retreat of bears, than a fortu- 
nate road from this ſolitude, to places leſs 
horrible; I attempted it however at hazard, 
and taking my ſword in my hand, I de- 
ſcended for a long while in this dark ca- 

vern, 


where the day-light 
ſubterranean a 
the cavern was 
which I entered. It was a pretty 

grotto, embelliſhed with ſhells, and ſome 
marble buſts, a bow of poliſhed ſteel hung 
glittering on one fide of this grotto; on 
the other fide I ſaw a quiver enriched with 
gold and precious ſtones full of arrows; a 
large ebony cafe ornamented with ivory, 
hung down from the cicting in the middle 
of rhe grotto ; I was ſo anxious to get clear 
of the road I had been in, that I did 
not ſtay to make reflexions upon what I 
ſaw, I hurried out of this grotto, and 1 


PF 5 which 
been let fall about two ſteps from the 
door : It was a ſhoe, the buckle of which 


was C of four diamonds, the moſt 
perfect and brilliant I had ever ſeen ; but 
this ſhoe was ſo well made, and ſeemed fo 
little, that I did not think at all about the 
ineſtimable value of its buckle. As I had 
read in our poets, how Pallas made - 
2e | 
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earth to tremble, and that ſhe ſhook the 
foreſts as ſhe went along, and that June 
made but one ſtride from Ida to the Iſland 
of Samos, I doubted its being the ſhoe of 
a goddeſs ; but 1 was determined, if poſſi- 
ble, to find out the mortal whoſe foot was 
worthy of ſuch a ſhoe. 

I took it along with me without any 
hopes of its being long in my poſſeſſion, as 
I did not doubt but it belonged to her, 
whoſe we equipage I had ſeen in the 
grotto, or elſe tothe other inviſible nymph, 
whoſe toilet J ſaw in one of the old wo- 
man's a nts, I was at a loſs whether 
I ſhould go in ſearch of her, or whether I 
ſhould ſtay near the © till ſhe came to 
ſeek for what I had found, while my atten- 
tion was drawn on every ſide by groanings 
a0, . 547 by Cong 
rom a p high, as if it was the cry 
of women I clymbed up there as 7 96. 

ſſibly could, for ſince meeting wi 
ag perceived my heart grown wonder- 
fully tender toward the ſex, who had till 
then looked on them with indifference. She 
who was in this grievous affliction, was no 
other than the nymph who had had the cock; 
as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe flung herſelf on 
her knees to me, and begged me to run 
her through the body with my ſword. 1 

| was 


| I obeyed 
with ſubmiſſion, and the impertinent thing 
turning away her head that ſhe might not 
ſee me while ſhe ſpoke, addreſſed me in 
this manner. Before I acquaint you with 
the cauſe of my grief, which perhaps may 
yn ridiculous 3 you m w 
the cocks which you have ſeen, are 

not truſted but to girls belonging to ſuch 
who, as well as myſelf, are diſtinguiſhed 
by their birth or merit; there is in our pro- 
vinte three public hunting matches every 
year, like to that unfortunate hunting you 
ſaw yeſterday, and the girls who by the 
crowing of their cocks have brought twelve 
lions back in four years, have for their 
ſpouſe the lover who hath been their hum- 
ble ſervant during theſe four years. They 
ſee their lovers night and day during this 
time; but it is as much as our life is 
Vol. II. C to 
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to favour them before the taking of the 
twelve lions: If the cock eſcapes, it is a 
ſign there has been ſome little weakneſs in 
our conduct, however it is not capital, in 
caſe the cock is found again; but if he is 
not found at the end of three days, it is a 
judged aconvincing proof of acriminal com- 
merce; and upon this proof the girl is bu- 
ried quite alive. There's the ſubject of my 
deſpair, my cock can never return again, 
ſince this curſed lion hath devoured him 
before my eyes. Miſerable wretch that 1 
am] Why did he not devour me allo ! 
Why did I not die before I knew the moſt 
amiable of all men? Or why were not all 
the men that I have known as hateful as 
you ? Another might have been provoked 
at the cruel things ſhe ſaid to my face; but 
the more I was ill treated by her, the more 
marvellous I found her, and I ſought out 
for terms to deſcribe to her my deſpair, and 
my growing tenderneſs, - when her lover 
unexpectedly appeared. I recollected him 
to be one of our hunters of the preceding 


day; ſhe recollected him alſo ; for ſhe run 
to him with open arms overjoyed, ſhe bid 
him to ſee once again the light of his dear 
eyes, before ſhe was deprived of that of 

1 This lover was very flat-noſed, 
his bolom was of the colour of ſlate, and 


thoſe 
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thoſe dear eyes of which ſhe ſpoke, were 
like the Chincſe of no other uſe but 
juſt to peep out of. After her embraci 
kim in the moſt tender manner in the world 
in my preſence, he told her that being in 
doubt about her misfortune, he had pro- 
vided a boat, which lay ready at the foot of 
the mountain, and that he would carry her 
away without any obſtacle, provided I 
would ſecure them, I who had reduced them 
to this extremity, only for one hour, from 
that ſavage old woman. And who is 
that ſavage of an old woman? ſays Ito 
him. You will know her but too ſoon, 
ſays he to me, for ſhe is lookin == where 
to find her lady's ſhoe, which I ſee 

have. As ſoon as he had ſpoken 
words, he his well-beloved under the 
arm, and run toward the ſea with extreme 
twiftneſs. There immediately aroſe in me 
a kind of diſtruſt, but as as their 
backs were turned, I thought no more 
about it. There happened ſo many things 
to me in ſuch a little time upon this moun- 
tain, that I thought myſelf in 4 dream, 
nevertheleſs I was not come to the end ; it 
is certain you do dream, ſays the impatient 
Dinarzade interrupting him; we aſked you 
for a recital of your own adventures, which 
you ought to 3 very ſuccinctly 
| 2 in 
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in the conjuncture we are in; and inſtead 
of that you ſet about telling us anothers, 
with ſuch. frivolous . 
tireſame.'. . And what ſignifies it to 
you-wretch you? cried the Sultan to 
what adventures he tells us? — 
they pleaſe me, and the Tae laſts· only 
one night, have you any better to do 
than to hear them ? Go on, DES 
he, and do not mind the impatience — 
theſe creatures, who are always tired when 
they do not talk themſelves. 
Dinarzade ſhrugged up her ſhoulders; 
the beautiful ſultaneſs, who- had lain a 
thouſand nights one after another without 
fleeping, to hear tales, lift up her eyes; 
and Facardin of — reſumed his 
diſcourſe: I was, if 2 in- 
terrupted at that place of the reci 
ſtranger, where I was wap Sr of its 2 
pearing like a dream, when re gc 
the many events which happened in ſo | 
a ſpace of time; I deſcended down again, 
—— he, to the entrance — the — 
from whence I went out in the morning, 
by which I 


but inſtead of mages 
aſcended, I fo ano which con- 
ducted me by a troubleſome by-way to the 


old woman's cottage z its door was open, I 
ſaw the wheels, „ 
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I did not perceive in myſelf now ſo much 


averſion to the old woman, whoſe figure 
had fo diſguſted me; I reſolved to go in to 
ſee her, to ſee the wonders of this pretty 
apartment; I kept this beautiful ſhoe in 
my hand, and continually looked upon it, 
and kiſſed it, as I ſhould have done the 
portrait of a miſtreſs I paſſionately loved- 
As I was juſt upon entering into the 
cottage, there came out a kind of a giaat, 
with a ſtout club, and hairy from 
head to foot ; his arrival ſurpriſed me, for 
he had much leſs humanity in his geſture, 
and affability in his looks, than the lion I 
had fought with the day before. The 
firſt thing that he did when he ſaw me, was 
to take his club in both hands, and to 
gnaſh his teeth like a bear. The next was 
to thank his ſtars that the thief who had 
taken the two ſhoes belonging to the lady, 
had fell into his hands ; thatit muſt be me 
who had taken the firſt, ſince I was now in 
poſſeſſion of the other, and he aſſured me 
that he would by this 'time have ſprinkled 
the earth with that ſmall matter of brains I 
was poſſeſſed of, if the old woman his ſo- 
vereign had not reſerved the puniſhment of 
my crimes for torments entirely of a new 
invention. I thought that it was the voice _ 

of ſome bull . who made me this compli- 
C 3 ment, 
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ment, and with the ſame tone he ordered 
me to deliver him the ſhoe, and to follow 
him. I could take it away with more eaſe, 
ſays he, than I aſk you, but it is the orders 
of my ſovereign, that you reſtore1t on your 
knees in my preſence. If it is the orders 
of your ſovereign, ſays I to him, go and 
aſſure her, on my part, that neither you, 
nor all the monſters of your race, ſhall 
make me reſtore a ihoe which I adore, and 
which I did not ſteal. At theſe words I 
clapped my hand to my ſword, ſeeing this 
dromedary of a ſavage lift up his club to 
knock me down. He had prodigious 
ſtrength, but as he was not very nimble, 
and that he was tranſported with fury, I 
' avoided his blows, the leaſt of which ſhat- 
tered the rocks, and overturned the oaks 
which were near me, however I drew blood 
from him every time he miſſed me. I 
thought I ſhould have come off without 
loſing any myſelf, if my deſtiny had not 
— ook? to ſome ſcratches in theſe 

laces o igies ; I did not perceive 
Tor the — had a nail on his great 
toe, which might have paſſed for one of 
the tuſks of the boar of Erimantes ; but I 
was ſenſible of it at laſt; for ſtooping 
down to avoid a blow of the club which he 
ſeemed to be aiming at me, he took his 
oppor- 
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opportunity to give me a ſlaſh, not inferior 
to that of a lion. This diſhonour put me 
into ſuch a paſſion, that with a furious 
back ſtroke I cut the leg of that foot with 
which he had given me this pretty wound ; 
he fell like a tower, and ſhook the earth 
by his fall; I lung myſelf upon him, with 
a deſign to cleave this villainous bear's 
head, which had ſo angered me, when a 
voice from the cottage cried out to me, 
valiant Chevalier, do not kill my ſavage. I 
obeyed, and leaving him there, I entered 
mto the place from whence I thought this 
voice came, reſolved to preſent to the old 
woman the ſhoe, which they could not take 
from me by force, and to let her ſee that I 
had not taken it away as a thief; I ima- 

ined it belonged to her daughter, or to 

me niece whoſe apartment and clothes I 
had ſeen the preceding night. 

But though I went through all the apart. 
ments of this dwelling, I did not find one 
— z and in the fine apartment, where 

had ſeen the toilet, I only ſaw a part of 
the clothes, I had ſeen the firſt time; I re- 
turned-in order to get ſume explanation a- 
bout this enchantment, from the ſavage 
but I could no where find him. Although 
J had loſt a great deal of blood,; I was 
not at all weakened- by it; I only found 
48 * 89 Þ | myſelf 
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myſelf, preſſed with hunger, equal to what 
12 the chirtt. which cauſed me to 
come to this mountain. I was deſirous to 
ſeek, where withal to ſatisfy it there, where 
I had found the means of quenching my 
thirſt; but the door ſhut itſelf upon me, 
without all my efforts being able to open 
it. My only reſourſe was the grotto, I 
ſought 1t through. a thouſand rugged and 
crooked paths, without bei ae 69 diſ- 
cover it, and 22 I ſhould never have 
found it, if the ſmell of ſome meat they 
ſeemed to be dreſſing, had not conducted 
me thither. I could not follow a more a- 

reeable guide in the condition I was in; 
5 went by the favour of this aſſiſtance, and 
when I arrived there I was confirmed more 
and more that I was in the midſt of a 
dream. I was dazzled with the beautiful 
figure, I ſaw in this grotto; it was a nymph 
in a hunting dreſs, ſhe was reclining on a 
rich couch; and in this poſture I took her 
to be the goddeſs of love, who had bor- 
rowed the habit of Diana to follow ſome new 
Adonis; her neck was uncovered on one 
ſide, the uncovered fide, was worth, to my 
liking, all the treaſures in the world; her 

etticoat was open, and faſtened above the 

nee, by a claſp of diamonds, ſuch as thoſe 
which compoſed the buckle of ny == 


our hopes; put the ſhoe on my foot, that. 
you may be convinced it belongs to me.. 
[ cagerly, though with reſpect, r 
and during this ſervice which I | 
her, I was ſo tranſported. that I did not: 
know what I did. After having put on this. 
ſhoe with the greateſt facility in the world, 
ſhe ordered me to take-it off, and aſked 
me what it was I ſought after in this grot- 
to. I had but juſt then recollected my- 
ſelf, and I ſaid to her in a tender and af-, 
fectionate manner, that I was ready to die 
with hunger, juſt as if I had told her b 
was ready to die tor love. And why ſays 
ſhe, all theſe inoble a You went yeſter- 

5 ” 
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day to the old woman to drink, and to day, 
do you come to me, only to eat? That's 
nothing; but let us ſee, before we proceed 
further, if you merit the misforrune occa- 
ſioned by your drinking, and if you are 
worthy of the glory, you will have, after 
having eat h ? In ſhort, let us ſee, if 
you are worthy of the fortune, which your 
deſtiny ſeem to promiſe you? Take this 
bow, and ſee how you can bend it. I took 
it, not doubting, but I could compaſs this 
affair as eaſily as 1 had put on the ſhoe ; 
but it made the ſweat run down from me 
in great drops, before I ſucceeded. As 
ſoon as IT had done it, the, ſtring of the 
bow formed ſo harmonious a ſound, that 
nothing could equal it, but the ſound 
I heard the moment the fine cage opened, 
from whence a large bird went out which 
J had never ſeen before; but he flew out 
in ſo bluſtering a manner that I was ſtart- 
led at it; the nymph furprifed at the ad- 
venture which 1 had completed, viewed 
me from head to foot; but preſently turn- 
ing away her eyes, as from ſome obje of 
horror; take one of the arrows out of this 
quiver, ſays ſhe to me, go out of the 
grotto, caſt up your eyes, and endeavour 
to pierce with this arrow what you fhall 
e in the air; I went out, and WEI 
11 17 
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ion long a coming 
down, T ſaw it fall at my feet, with a great 
cock, which it had pierced tfiroug. 
The nymph run to it, drew out the ar- 
row, and let go the cock, who preſently 
taking to his wings, as if nothing ailed 
him, ſoared out of fight. After this ex- 
ploit, the beautiful huntreſs looking upon 
me with a kind of reſpect, although with the 
ſame averſion; indeed, ſays ſhe, you- de- 
ſerve that I ſhould intruſt you with the 
care of my deliverance; but if it muſt be 
that I owe it to you, how ſhall I reſolve ta 
ſpend my days with a man fo little amiable, 
and ſoworthy to be beloved? Take my ſhoe, 
take good care of it; go through all the 
earth, till you have found a foot which it 
will fit, a woman who will have you, or 
elſe a cock, who flies as high as you. 
ſaw. When you have brought me one of 
theſe wonders, there will remain nothin 
but to have the aces of the. 
woman to have mine, without this laſt con- 
dition, and one or other of the firſt, I ſhall 
always be unhappy, and you will never be 
C happy. 
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hep y. But before you go away in ſearch 
of theſe adventures, you muſt be triedfirſt. 
You muſt remember, I believe, that not- 
withſtanding ſome vow you made laſt night, 
not to drink, you have done it, therefore 
whatever horror you may have at what is 
ſerved before you, eat of it without my 
ordering you. 

I aſked for nothing better, not doubting, 
but with the exceſſive hunger I was tor- 
mented, they could not ſerve any thing to 
a perſon fo delicate, ſo well made, and fo 
charming, that would diſguſt me; but I 
thought I ſhould have fwooned away, when 
1 faw the diſh they preſented to me; you 
would never gueſs Seigneur Chevalier, the 
deteſtable ragout it was ; wherefore I muſt 
tell you, that they ſerved up to me the leg 
of the ſavage without forgetting the foot, 
and the frightful nail it was garniſhed with. 

hair ſtood on end, my ſtomach roſe, 

and I went to go out, to avoid ſeeing this 
odious object, when the nymph without 
ſpeaking to me, fetched a great ſigh, and 
gave me ſome looks of pity mixed with in- 
dignation, that determined me, I ſnatched 
a bit with my hands, and then chewed it 
with my teeth, I wanted to retire after this 
effort, proteſting to her that I ſhould have 
no need of cating theſe four days; ſhe 
ſeemed 


pee with it, that I cat, ſtill, 
e approached to me, and ſaid to 
ing againſt my ſhoulder that ſhe would not 
beg of me to finiſh it, but without that I 
had done nothi The charm takes ef- 
fect, ſaid ſhe, looking upon me tenderly ; 
the firſt enchantment is about being 
ſipated, I feel it in my mind; if you will 
perſevere to the end, you ſhall not have far 
to go to find out a perſon who loves you ; 
but if you-quit this place, and break off 
your repaſt without finiſhing it, you will be 
more diſagreeable than ever. All her words 
ſunk into my heart, and mounting up to 
my head, they animated my reſolution but 
did not at all increaſe my appetite; never- 
theleſs, though there was victuals enough 
before me to ſerve ten famiſhed perſons, I 
was reſolved to leave none of it, ſince that 
was the condition of this trial, and ſet my- 
ſelf very dutifully to ſwallow down the 
whole, or nobly to pluck out the eyes of 
my divinity. It was, in the middle, of this 
8 PO that my curſed 
ſquire, who, according to appearances, 
had been ſecking me — while, made 
the rock round about reſound with the 
name of Facardin. The nymph grew pale 

oy upon 
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upon it, and ſeeing that it was me, that 
that was ſought after, ſhe flung herſelf 
into the ſubterranean paſſage of the grot- 
to, and left me more confunded, more 
ſurpriſed, and in a greater conſternation, 
than it is poſſible for me to expreſs; I had 
feen her relent in my favour ; the wound 
the ſavage had given me was cured while 
I was eating his leg. The preſence of the 
moſt beautiful creature in the world, had 
ſupported me, againſt the diſguſt of this 
trial, the things ſhe had told me, invigo- 
rated, and gave me hopes, and I did not 
very well comprehend, how her good-will 
toward me was changed all at once, by 
only having heard my name. I quitted the 
horrible repaſt, 1 had began, I ran to the 
entrace of the ſubterranean paſſage, where 
ſhe, went to ſave herſelf; but as foon as I 
got there, in order to follow her, a violent 
wind not only prevented my acceſs to it, 
but it overtook me with ſuch violence, 
that it hfted me off the ground, and car- 
ried me away from the grotto; the door 
mut itſelf as ſoon as I got out; this door 
had two holes, hke the door of the old 
woman ; two arms whiter than ſnow, came 
through theſe holes, a ſpinning-wheel of 
ebony, ornamented with gold, was placed 


- oppoſite 
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oppoſite them, and the ſpinning was be- 
gun again by this fair one. I did not 
doubt, bur the divinity I had ſeen was the 

daughter of the old woman, and that the 
amuſement of ſpinning was very much to 
the taſte of this enchanted family. I ad- 
vanced to go and fling myſelt on my knees, 
before the nymph of whom I ſaw no- 
thing but her arms to beg of her to open 
the door to me, and to receive me, 
in pity, while my *ſquire, having at length 
diſcovered me, fet himſelf to bawl again, 
louder than ever, calling me by my name; 
the beautiful hands violently in; the 
ſpinning-wheel diſappeared, and from the 
to, the door of which burſt open, the 
ame wind ruſhed out, and drove us both 
to that of the mountain, from whence - 
I had ſeen in the night the firſt glimmer- 
ings of light which had conducted me to 
the dwelling of the old woman. 

After we had come a little to ourſelves, 
my *ſquire told me that I had eſcaped well, 
and begged of me to deſcend faſter, and 
to fave myſelf while I ſtill had it in 
power. And what method do you think 
to take, ſays he, to climb down this curſed 
mountain, full _ 7 _ — 

ments, to eſcape uit peo- 
ple? I waited for you upon the bank » 

; night. 
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night was far advanced, and thinking that 
ou might land in ſome other place, while 
was waiting to no purpoſe in that, I made 
to the next hamlet to ſeek you there. There 
it was I heard fine news indeed ! for I was 
told that you had ſeduced or forced the 
girl they had left you with; that her cock 
was loſt ; that they had ſeen you land toge- 
ther, and that you had both gained the 
top of the mountain to fly from the pur- 
ſuits of juſtice; but that all the inhabitants 
of the country would take arms the next 
day to apprehend you both, and that you 
ſhould not eſcape. their vengeance. In 
truth, all the populace of the neighbour- 
ing places aſſembled at break of day; a 
council was held, troops marched, - and 
diſperſing themſclves on all ſides, a part of 
this multitude was ſent to inveſt the foot of 
the mountain to block up your paſlage, 
while the other aſcended it, diſperſing 
themſelves through all the paths, to take 
u. I thought you loſt, my dear maſter. 
hey put me in a fright, but I did not 
give an alarm, and they aſſured me very 
ſtrongly, that they -wauld do me the ho- 
nour to make me ſhare the puniſhment 
they intended for you. I not be ca- 
ſy in ſeeing a man ſo wiſe and fo free from 
all theſe kinds of weakneſſes as you had 
always 
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always been, ſo miſerably deſtroy yourſelf 
for that homely country puſs, and her 
dunghill cock. In the midſt of theſe me- 
lancholy reflections ſome cries which aroſe 
from the foot of the mountain on that fide 
next the ſea, completed my deſpair. For 
a report flew about every where, that they 
had ſurpriſed you juſt as you was going to 
embark with your new miſtreſs to rve 
rſelf ; but how great was my joy when 
ſaw the priſoner. It was one of our hun- 
ters of yeſterday whom they brought back 
with tlus girl; their ſentence was pro- 
nounced without any other form of proceſs, 
and although they denied the fact, the 
lover who was to be the executioner, mace 
a hole in which he put his miſtreſs up to 
the neck, after having tenderly embraced 
her; the hole was with earth round 
about her; and as ſaw nothing but 
her head (and even that preſently was to 
be no more ſeen) they heard a cock crow 
— fared. hey heard 

The people up, t ano- 
ther cry, — rats. fas at length 
however, one of the moſt conſiderable in 
this aſſembly, took out of his pocket an 
aſtronomical teleſcope, and maintained that 
it was a knat who mimicked the cock; the 
lover maintained that it was the cock be- 
longing 
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longing to his miſtreſs, and ſwore by the 
great Caramofil, that he knew him by his 
voice. During this diſpute à real cock, 
who had ſoared higher than any bird of his 
kind had done, deſcended from the ſkies, 
and came and poſted himſelf on the head 
they were going to. bury under the earth; 
the repeated ſhneks of the whole aſſenibly 
did not fright him, whilſt all the people 
looked on this kind of a prodigy as a con- 
.vincing proof of the innocence of the ac- 
euſed; but as they approached to dig her 
out of the ground, the cock ſtretched his 
neck, clapped his wings, crowed three 
times, and mounting up like an hawk, they 
Joſt ſight of him in an inſtant. This made 
the principal ſpectators ſuppoſe that he had 
ſomething to find fault with in reſpect to 
her kindneſs to her lover ; but as the cock 
in beating his wings upon her head, hal 
ſtruck out her left eye, they judged that it 
was the puniſhment of ſome tender indul- 
graces, and they declared her fully juſtified 
rom a capital crime. They delivered her 
then directly both from the pit and all her 
apprehenſions; the people went to conduct 
her to her parents, while they put the 
firſt dreſſing on her eye, I came hither to 
beg of you to ſave yourſelf, and to get 
.away from a country where the mountains 
are 
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are full of enchantments, the iſlands of 
lions, and the continent of cocks, who are 
little better. 

I knew the truth of what he faid bywher 
had happened to me on the top of the 
mountain, I followed his advice, and we 
went away without any obſtacle from this 
place of prodigies, and incomprehenſible 
events. The more I thought of what I 
had ſeen, the leſs could I perſuade myſelf 
that it was real; the Yew whoſbobeies mae, 
the old woman who teſtified ſo much affec- 
tion for me, the girl who had an "averſion 
to me, the divinity who preſcribed impoſſi- 
ble things, the water I drank ſo greedily, 
the repaſt I began with ſo much horror, 
appeared to me as ſo many llufions ; how- 
ever I found myſelf in poſſeſſion of the 
precious ſhoe, and that was h to con- 
vince me that all the reſt was real. At the 
firſt city of 9 
this he ſee, to be made, 
. — cock enriched wich 

ious ſtones, who beat his wings, and 
— keeps the marvellous ſhoe 
1 

At theſe: words the courteous: ſtranger 
having opened the cock drew from thence 
this wonder, which he had ſo much boaſted 
of to me, and which was encloſed in the fr 
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gure of a cock, which I had at firſt taken 
for an eagle. I confeſs to you, molt illuſ- 
trious emperor, that I was ſtruck with a- 
ſtoniſnment at it; this ſhoe is a maſter- 
piece for its forni, its beauty, and its ſmall- 
neſs; its ſight alone raiſed an emotion in 
me, though I was perſuaded that it was a 
work rather made for an amuſement, than 
any uſe it could be of. Notwithſtanding 
the handſome ſtranger proteſted to me that 
he had put it on the beautiful huntreſs, I 
believed nothing of it; at length after hav- 
ing held it a long time in my hands, after 
having turned it on every fide, and kiſfed 
it with the permiſſion of him who ſhewed 
it me, it was put again into the creſt of the 
helmet; and Facardin of the mountain re- 
ſuming his hiſtory ; I will not, Seigneur, 
ſays he, amuſe you with the frivolous reci- 
ral of adventures which have happened to 
me, ſince ir would be giving you a tireſome 
detail of contemps, inſults, and affronts, 
which I have endured in every place here 1 
have paid my addreſſes. I ſaw not a woman 
I did not think worthy of my tenderneſs, 
and not one of theſe faw me without think- 
ing my tenderneſs unworthy of her. Beau- 
ties who were no longer in the prime of 
their youth preferred their gentlemen-uſh- 


ers to me, and the others quitted me for 
ny mine. 
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mine. Nevertheleſs not one refuſed the 
trial of the ſhoe, and yet not one of them 
could get it on the end of her foot. There 
remained then no other hope, but in meet- 
ing with a cock, who ſhould fly as high as 
that which belo to the beautiful hun- 
treſs ; that is to lay, a cock who would fly 
like an eagle, and which appeared to me 
as difficult to find, as a woman who loved 
me, or a foot which fitted this fine ſhoe. 

I had already run through the provinces 
of Africa and Aſia in uſeleſs ſearches, and 
was on the point of embarking at the port 
of Sydon to 35 into Europe, when the 
embaſſadors of Fortimbras, with the great 
mouth, king of Denmark landed there, 
they told me they were going to make a 
tour toward Bactria to ſeek. for a mouth of 
the ſame ſize as the king their maſter's ; 
but they thought their journey would be to 
no purpoſe whatever aſſurance - had been 
given them to the contrary ; and to con- 
vince me of it, they opened a golden 
caſket, out of which they took the mea- 
ſure of this royal mouth, and the meaſure 
was a geometrical foot. I told them I had 
travelled a great deal without having ſeen 
a mouth-in all my travels which came near 
it; but I begged them to tell me what the 
king their maſter intended to do with 2 
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ther mouth as enormous as his own, even 
ſuppoſing it poſſible to find ſuch a one, 
they told me that this curioſity was raiſed 
in him, by a very whimſical adventure, 
which they had not time to tell me ; and 
upon that the chief of the ambaſſy, who 
appeared to me to be a man of conſequence, 
fetched two or three ſighs and began 
to weep. The other joined company with 
him, and J ſaw the tears fall from their eyes, 
as well as from my *ſquire's (without know- 
ing however why theſe venerable ambaſſa- 
dors wept) when the firſt began to ſpeak : 
Ah, my dear country! I may well bid you 
farewell for ever, ſince the hope of ſeeing 
you again is forbidden us, at leaſt till we 
can return toward theſe happy ſhores with 
the two things that we are ſent in ſearch 
after, and that all the earth cannot furniſh 
us with. : 

As I did not doubt at all but the great 
mouth was one of theſe two things, 1 
begged them to inform me what was the 
other. They told me the invincible For- 
timbras their maſter had a daughter who 
was called Sapinell of Jutland ; and that 
he loved this 3 even to the height 
of folly, becauſe ſhe was the moſt beauti- 
ful princeſs in the world; that for two 
years ſhe had been almoſt mad a” | 

8 
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king her father who refuſed her nothing, 
had at her requeſt hanged all the ſhoemakers 
in Denmark, becauſe one of theſe ſhoe- 
makers could not make ſhoes little enou 
for the fineſt of feet that nature ever made; 
that foreign ſhoemakers informed of her 
ill diſpoſition, and of the fate of their bre- 
thren, had all refuſed to work for her; 
that. upon that account, the king her fa- 
ther, giving way to his tenderneſs for her, 
had cauſed it to be ed t 
his dominions, that whoever would fit the 
beautiful Sapinell with ſhoes ſhould have 
her for his pains, on condition, however, 
that he ſhould be hanged as well as the 
other ſhoemakers, whoever undertook it 
without accomp it; and we miſera- 
ble miniſters of an abſolute maſter, and a 
crazy miſtreſs, have it in our inſtructions to 
ind this lictle ſhoe and mouth, or 
never to ſer foot on theſe fertile plains of 
our happy country. Theſe are the two 
comemillons we-aie chargall wintsy — 
we have not reaſon itn 2a den ſeeing our 
native land again. 

The good ambaſſador wept like a child 
when he ſpoke of it; his ſtory made me 
ſhed ſome tears in my turn; I run over in 
my mind the conditions of the edicts, of 
which he had been ſpeaking; 2 
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if by chance one was to preſent to this Sa- 
nel a ſhoe too little for her, what would 
pas the conſequence of that ? For although 
I imagine, ſays I, that ſhe is a puppet in 
ſize, one might eaſily make a ſhoe that a 
puppet could — go on. "The chief of 
the embaſſy was aftronted at the compari- 
ſon, and looking upon me with an air of 
contempt, Young man, ſays he to me, 
when you ſhall have ſeen the world a little, 
you will learn not to profane by the name 
of puppet, beauties the fame of _ is 
unknown to none but you and ſuch as 
If fortune ever leads you to the feet hs 
rinceſs of Denmark, you ſhall ſee what 
Reet ſhe has, and you will confeſs that her 
ſize does not yield to any in the world, but 
to that of Mouſſeline the Serious; it is not 
ſo much the ſmallneſs of her foot which 
ſeems proportioned to this advantageous 
ſhape, as the turn, the grace, and the un- 
common ſtructure of this foot, which cauſed 
hitherto that no ſhoe has been made to fit 
it, But ſuppoſe, Seigneur Ambaſſador, af- 
ter having fitted it both as to the form, fi- 
gure, graces, and wonderful ſtructure of 
this foot, one would not eſpouſe your In- 
fanta, according to the edict of wy ol vey rank 
her father, what would be the 6 are. 


of it? If ſuch an impoſſibility could hap- 
a Pen, 
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pen, that there could be found one ſo ſtu- 
pid, ſo much of a brute, ſo weak in lus in- 
tellects, and ſo void of taſte, as to renounce 
the lawful poſſeſſion of Jutlahd, in that 
caſe the beautiful Sapinell of Jutland is ob- 
liged by oath (ſaving her honour, and all 
its ndencies) to to what he who 
hath fitted her te her liking, ſhall aſk of 
her. You pretty well gueſs why I aſked fo 
many queſtions : This laſt anſwer deter- 
mined me : For my mind was filled with 
difficulties at firſt; the pretty huntreſs 
reigned always in my heart, nevertheleſs it 
did not prevent my being ſmitten with all 
the objects which came in my way; but I 
forgot them the firſt moment of their ab- 
ſence, to give m up entirely to think 
of her charms; the princeſs they had been 

ing of offergd her hand as à reward of 

a ſucceſs ſhe deſpaired of; on the other ſide 
death was the recompence of the raſh man 
who ſhould not ſucceed. I had ſearched 
every where for a foot worthy of the fineſt 
Den- 
fineſt 


ſhoe in the world ; the princeſs 
foot in the world, which ſhe thought was 


of 
mark longed for a ſhoe worthy of the 
her own: If on the other ſide I feared that 
the caſinefs of my inclination did not make 
me forget every one when near a'princeſs, 


whom they repreſented ſo beautiful; on the 
ot. IL D other, 
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other, the averſion all the ſex ſeemed to 
have to the ſight of me, heartened me up 
againſt my own weakneſs. I had wandered 
through the world without finding a wo- 
man who would t of my affection, 
and without meeting with any but dunghill 
cotks, who did not know what it was to 
take a ſwift flight into the air; I reſolved 
then immediately to embark in one of the 
veſſels belonging to the embaſſadors, to fit 

carry her in 


fbliry 
agreeable it would be to fee 
the flower of my age, as I 


4 
2 
S, 


$ 


£ 
58 


145 


1 


(n) 
with the great mouth; chere happen 
me there adventures more worth 
attention, than thoſe which I have 


of his hiſtory, when it was broke off by a 
fudden noiſe of trumpets, clarions, kettle- 
drums, fifes, drums, 25 1 che 


lace whenoe this 


2 


us which could caule it; bots my 
and the ſquire of the ſtran 


„ho afto- 


2 uite | 
—— of Arabs, whom ſome hills 
ar Arn reverized our Sei; ſeemed 

to extend themſelves on every fide to ſur- 
round us. As ſoon as we received this in- 
formation, we mounted upon our camels 
which brought us, and marched bold- 
ly eno toward the foremoſt Bo 
troop which. we began to perceive ; t 
N 

2 were 
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were not Arabs, and that thoſe we ſaw 
dreamt. of nothing leſs than ſurrounding 
us. Nevertheleſs the ſpectacle ſurpriſed 
us; for as far as our ſight could extend on 
the ſide from whence theſe ſcouts came, we 
ſaw a numerous train of horſes, elephants, 
and camels, loaded with litters, palankins, 
and baggage. This equipage was eſcorted 
by ſoldiers, and a great number of ſlaves, 
all covered with painted callico ; and the 
colours of this callico were ſo lively, and 
ſo diverlified, that we thought we ſaw a 
moving parterre, enamelled with all the 
flowers which appear in the ſpring. We 
ſtopped to ſee this wonderful convoy, in 
the midſt of which a palankin glittering 
with gold, and the moſt rare pictures, at- 
tracted all our attention. This palankin 
was ſhut up on all fides, four ſlaves of a 
ſize larger than ordinary carried it on their 
ſhoulders ; and four ſatrapes on horſeback 
carried each an umbrella to keep it from 
the heat of the ſun ; theſe four ſatrapes, 
the ſlaves, and the umbrelloes, were adorn- 
ed with painted callico, but the callico fo 
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fine, ſo nificently painted, and ſo rich- 
ly wins he + — my ſecretary, who 
knew better than any man in the world, 
has ſeveral times ſince affirmed to me that 
it was worth at leaſt two talents a We 
ä About 
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About this palankin were all thoſe who had 
formed the concert we had heard ſo long 
before we ſaw any thing. This concert 
unfortunately began again as ſoon as the 
palankin was oppoſite to us, and we knew 
as ſoon. as it began, that one muſt be ac- 
cuſtomed to hear it to be able to endure it 
near; this ſudden muſic made us all ſtart; 
but it ſeemed fo frightful to our camels, 
that they run away with us, after all the 
EX cies which a ſudden fear makes 
them practice on theſe occaſions: All the 
efforts we made to keep them in ſerved 
only to make them more reſty, and to re- 
double the impetuoſity with which they 
carried us away: Mine and my ſecretary's 
who. was not willing to-quit him, turni 
their back in concert, flung — 
in a fury acroſs the rear-· guard which fol- 
lowed in a looſe manner, and throwed on 
their belly all they met in their way. The 
diſorder and the cries of thoſe who faw 
themſelves aſſaulted unawares, augmented 
ſtill the fury of theſe curſed animals, who 
did not ſlacken the violence of their courſe 
till they came to the firſt river; they ſtop- 
ped there a moment to take breath, but 
the remembrance of their alarm returning 
the ſame inſtant, they flung themſtlves in- 
„ without giving 
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us the leaſt hint of their ſcheme, and alt 

we could do in this ſurpriſe, was to gai 
the bank oppoſite, of a very rapid and 
river: We were more than fifteen furlon 
from the | foreſt where we had cauſed ſo 
much diforder, I ſhould have been willing 
to return on my feet, as well to ſatisfy the 
curiolity the beginning of this adventure 
had cauſed in me, as to know what was be- 
-come of the handſome Facardin, whom we 
could not ſee, turn our eyes which way we 
would to look for him. But my | 
having repreſented to me the danger and 
i of the paſſage of the river, the 
approach of night, the diſtance of the 
places, and the freſh uproar which our ca- 
mels would make, ſtill in a fright, if the 
horror of the h muſic ſhould begin 
again on our arrival, I yielded, and letting 
him conduct me toward a ruſtic habication 
Which 2 atar off. I paſſed the night 
there impatiently, and as ſoon. as the day 
appeared I took the field, to know what 
this apparition of a triumph, this decora- 
tian of painted callico was, and above all 
to find again, coſt what it would, Facardin 
and his to be informed of the reſt of 
their adventures; but a dreadful ſtorm 
which had laſted during the whole night, 
ſwelling at once all the torrents — fell 
. . rom 


to attempt the paſſage, or to wait till the 
- The people with whom 
aſſured us, that all the plains 
thereabouts would be overflowed for more 
than a month. This is the adventure which 


—— me from the engaging ſtranger, 
whom [I have never been able from this 


waters retired. 


we 


which hindered 
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frighting your camels, ſeparated 
this other Facardin; and. may the 
flowing of that river be ever fortunate, 
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for without all that you 
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tures, in telling us ſtill thoſe which hap- 
pened to Sapinell and Jutland. 
Tell me truly ſeigneur Facardin as near 
as you can, how many years the narrative 
of your travels would take up, or to tell 
what your ſecretary can recollect, for ſince 
the time you abuſed the patience of the 
Sultan, you have as yet only ſpoke of the 
fortunes of another. The Sultan, who ac- 
cording to cuſtom, had made his great 
chamberlain rub: the ſole of his feet, du- 
ing the beginning of this hiſtory, by good 
luck did not hear what his ſiſter- in- la 
had ſaid, by reaſon of a little drowſineſs 
that ſeized him; without this drowſineſs, 
one may believe ſhe had not got off, for 
2 ſimple reprimand ; and Facardin to pre- 
vent his perceiving that they had inter- 
rupted him, went on after this manner : 
As your always auguſt and victorious ma- 
jeſty, ſeemed. to have your attention drawn 
off by ſome ſerious and political reflexions 
during certain places of my narrative, I 
am going to repeat what I have told dur- 
ing thoſe moments of your reverie, that 
you may find again the thread of my hiſ- 
tory. It is not neceſſary, ſays the Sultan; 
the leaſt word of it has not eſcaped me; 
and to make you ſenſible of it, while I was 
| | meditating 
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meditating on the tranquility of my peo- 
ou 


ple, and the proſperity of my ſtate, y 
. how the elephants, the fifers, the 
umbrelloes, and all the painted callico had 
purſued their reſolution, and flung them- 
ſelves into the ſea, as ſoon as you, your 
ſquires, and your cameb began to play on 
your flutes and bagpipes. Exactly ſo replied 
Dinarzade, the prince of Trebizonde need 
only purſue his hiſtory ; if he a day 
according to your highneſs's deſire to re- 
late it in the taſte of this ſample, it will be 
the moſt curious hiſtory in the world; hold 
your tongue then; ſaid the Sultan, that I may 
give all my attention to ĩt; and do you go on 
Facardin. I was extremely ſorry, ſays Fa- 
cardin, that I could not take my leave of the 
ſtranger, as well upon account of the eſteem 
I had for him, as the deſign- I had of beg- 
ging him to change his name, that the ex- 
ploits with which I purpoſed to render 
mine famous, might not be confounded 
between the only two Facardins which were 
in the world; but it was not long before 1 
found that this precaution had been quite 

uſeleſs. | 
There are ſome indolent and ſpeculative 
ſpirits who would paſs hours without ſpeak- 
ing, chiefly when they. are alone; but as 
to me, who never knew. what this ridicu- 
lous: 
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Tous idleneſs of the i tion was, which 
_ reviſes all objects, - which one meets with in 
travelling, without opening ones mouth 
to reaſon on them, I talked to myſelf when 
1 had no body elſe to talk to; I repeat- 
ed ſome ſcenes of a comedy, I ſung, 1 
whiſtled; in ſhort I practiſed all that ge- 
nius, and the advantages of birth furniſhes 
a man with to divert him, rather than s- 
muſe himſelf with building caſtles in the 
air, hike thoſe miſerable dreamers of whom 
I have been ſpeaking; my ſecretary was 
not, in truth, of this ſpecies of dreamers ; 
but he ſtopped at the end of every field 
for trifles of as little uence; and 
taking out a bundle of papers ſcrolled over 
with his obſervations, he ſet about ſketch- 
ing the rivers, the mountains, the ſhores, 
the caſtles, the mills, and even the very 
pigeon-houſes he met with on the road; 
one day, when I was more impatient about 
it than ordinary, Jaſmin, ſays I, is it poſ- 
ſible, with this ke as _— hangs — — to 
your 2 you ſhou perpetually play- 
3 fool with this rag of a journal, in- 
ſtead of being near me to anſwer my que- 
ſtions. Bring me this ſtuff, that I may ſee 
in the plan you have drawn of the perilous 
adventures, the adventure the muſt within 


our reach, that I may go in queſt of it; 


for 


to him, 1 
what he was about to me; 
he got himſelf in order before we paſſed 
the river, when our camels began to ſnufflle, 
and tremble for fear, a moment after we 
heard ſome muſical inſtruments tune, and 
immediately we ſaw at the other end of 
the bridos a perſonages dreſed 
in painted callico, who having ſeen us firſt. 
tuned their inſtruments of different kinds, 
to do us honour, as ſoon we knew they 
were ſuch muſicians, as we met in the fo- 
reſt, we made a ſign to them not to be- 
in the ſerenade, which they intended ta 
r us with. They ſaw yery well. by 
our beaſts ſtamping their feet, that it was 
in their favour, that we made this requeſt, 
and ng by us ſtaggering, at every ſtep, 
for they were all led, the perplexity 
of our camels ſeemed fo diverting, that they 
would increaſe it by a little flouriſh; from 
their firſt ſtriking up, my ſecretary's camel 
remembring, ter what manner, he was 
preſerved firft time, flung himſelf in- 


to the river without heſitating, and whi'e 
his maſter held him faſt about the neck to 


D 6 gain 


—— — — * 
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- mournful cries, that I could not forbear 


ger: He added, that they ſtaid behind. to 
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gain the other fide, the curious memoirs- 
of our travels, which he had not time to 
fold together, floated in the midſt of the 
water; as for my camel, whom the chief 
of the muſicians had. ſeized by the bridle, 
and the others ſurrounded, for fear he 
ſhould follow his companion, ſeeing. he 
could not get away, he fell his knees 
trembling like a leaf, ſhut his eyes, not 
being able to ſtop his ears, and made ſuch 


laughing at. him, eſpecially when I heard 
thoſe of the other camel, who out of friend- 
ſhip for his companion, anſwered him on 
the other ſide of the river. 
I alighted, and he who ſtill held my ca- 
mel by the bridle, having made his com- 
anions move off for fear of ſome new a- 
„conducted my camel, on the other 
ſide of the bridge, and made me a great 
many apologies for the impudence of theſe 
drunken fellows. He told me they be- 
longed to a band of ſeveral other muſi- 
clans, whom it was likely, I had not yet 
met, becauſe by the humour he faw our 
camels in, they would have died with an- 
guiſh, if they had heard the other concert, 
having orders to play upon all their in- 
ſtruments, as. ſoon as they ſaw any ſtran- 


get 
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er theſe pitiful fellows who had- 
ſtepped into. every of entertainment 
Repped in and thas he was going to re- 
— the convoy of the princeſs. And what 
princeſs, ſaid I to him? It is Mouſſeline 
the ſerious, ſays. he, who is returning to 
the ki m. of her father to laugh. How. 
to laugh, ſays I to him? It is, ſays he, be- 
cauſe there are three months that ſhe tra- 
vels to laugh at, and it is to laugh that ſhe 
returns to the kingdom of Aſtracan; but, 
it is 1 in. * to give you a reaſon for 
a thin u know better than me. 
At the 1 e went away full ſpeed to 

oin his companions; and though I called 
jon to ſatisfy my curioſity, he never turn- 
ed back his =D and my ſecre 
not let me mount to run after 
proteſting he would rather die, than le a at 
the merey of this implacable muſic. We 
then haſtened to get far from them, he 
regretting the loſs of his remarks, and I 
oy which I 2 for, about 
—— gun to tell concerning the 
Infanta of Aſtracan. Had it not been for 
me, we might have kept dreaming on 
there till night, for my ſecretary ſtaid a 
long way behind me to ſet up for a wit, 
or to recall to his mind, * ridgment of 
the journal which he had loſt, "_ not be- 


ing 


you 


tion, fince all my liſts, journals, papers, 
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ing able to bear the filence his idle 
fancies ſubjeted me to, I ſtaid for him, 
and as ſoon as he was near me, Jaſmin, 
ſays I to him, look among your papers, the 
iſt of the places, where there are enchant- 
ments and dan for me to en in, 
that I may go there, as I have done, 
in thoſe hereabouts. Seek them, yourſelf 
ſays he to me, with an air, full of afflic- 


went down the river; whilſt I am, your 
Highneſs, upon a hag of a camel, who 


will make me deſpair of my life, and upon 


which it 1s impoſſible for me to ſave my- 
ſelf, ſo often does he occaſion to curſe him, 
and our great Prophet, who ſent him inta 
the world : follow then, Seigneur, theſe 
papers, which properly ſpeaking are only 
the commentaries of our noble actions, 
as for me I am not ſtupid enough to drown 
myſelf in fiſhing them up again. But to 
what purpoſe 1s it to run after adventures 
with the equipage ? Do not you fee that 
however brave you may be, there need only 
an old woman to make you fly to the end 
of the world on this confounded beaſt. 
aſide then, if you pleaſe, the itch of glory 
till you are in a ſituation to acquire it: 
We are three days journey from the Per- 


ſian gulph, in the city, inriched with the 
COm- 
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commerce of this ſea, are the fineſt horſes 
in the world, there I adviſe your highneſs 
to get rid of theſe diſaſtrous camels, to 
mount ourſelves after the manner of knight- 


_—_ - f 
Red Sea ; the Sun was juſt ſetting, and I 
looked with pleaſure on the brilliant variery 
with which his rays painted the ſurface of 
the waves; it looked as if a purple carpet 
had been ſpread over it; for the colour of 
this ſea, and the light diffuſed over it, 
makes a brilliant mixture. My ſ a 
who was not far from me, aſked me, if I 
knew why that which I was looking at was 
called the Red Sea? I told him it was up- 
on account of the colour; on the contrary, 
ſays he, it is no more red than you are. 
Beſides, you muſt not imagine that it was 
always ſo; and ſince we have ftill an hour 
to be on our road to the city of Floriſpahan, 
the capital of Stony Arabia, I will relate 
the whole affair to you. At that extremity | 
of the Red Sea which looks toward the 
Indies, on one fide are the confines of Bac- 


tria, 
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tria, and on the other oy kingdom of 
Ophir; the former kin Ophir had al- 
ways been at war with . kings of — 
and upon as trifling an account as nei 
bouring princes generally — whoſe Jo- 
minions like theirs, are not rated by 
more than a paſſage of five + x hundred 
leagues of ſea; now after theſe powerful 
kings had been ſufficiently deſolated in the 
courſe of fifteen hundred years, from fa- 
ther to ſon, by continual wars ; thoſe who 
reign in our days bethought themſelves of 
making a. peace by the alliance of their 
children. 

The king of Ophir had an only ſon, and 
the king of Bactria an only daughter. This 
daughter was what they call beauty itſe lf, 
and the prince of Ophir a maſterpiece of 
what was handſome and engaging, but 
cold as ice in reſpect to the fair ſex. Ne- 
vertheleſs the plenipotentiaries on each ſide 
having performed their part, the treaty 
was preſently concluded; he of Bactria, 
otherwiſe a great politician, had no noſe, 
but to make amends for it, he had the moſt 
frightful mouth ever ſeen. He of Ophir . .. 
No, let us ſtay a little, that I may place 
this circumſtance right, him of Ophir; 

es, exactly ſo, it is him of Ophir ; fer 
e, of Bactria, on the contrary, had a 
mouth. 
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mouth in _ an infant of a 2 So old 
could ſcarcely have put the tip of his fin- 
ger but & nate noted, his noſe was 
and the moſt frightful in pim- 
— plenipotentiary ever wore. The 
— miniſter carried with him the arti- 
cles of peace with the portrait of the In- 
fanta his miſtreſs to the court of Ophir, 
but it was to no purpoſe; the prince would 
not ſo much as look on the- portrait, and 
went privately away from court at mid- 
night, but what happened at the other 
court will make your hair ſtand on end. 
But before we come to this cataſtrophe, I 
ſhould inform you, that at the diſtance of 
two furlongs and a half from Fourchymene, 
the capital of all Bactria, there is a little 
wood, very gloomy ; in this wood is a 
temple ſtill more gloomy, hearken, if you 
pleaſe, to- what I am going to ſay; on the 
of this temple is a pinnacle, which 
er tha up to the clouds, and quite at the top 
of this pinnacle is a cage, and in this cage 
a.cock which gives out oracles ; remember, 
if you pleaſe, all theſe circumſtances. As 
the king of Ophir's miniſter was not yet ar- 
rived, and all the court of Bactria 
him with impatience on account of the fire- 
works which had been prepared on the 
publication of the marriage; the _— 
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ful Primroſe, who was young and well 
brought up, as ſhe liked young and gen- 
tee] men, importuned the queen her mo- 
ther very much that they ſhould both 
incognito to conſult — oracle of the — 4 
to know exactly at what hour the prince of 
Ophir would arrive, not doubting (as they 
had heard from hands) but he would 
gallantly come himſelf under the denomi- 
nation of the plenipotentiary of the king 
his father, to render his ambaſſy ſtill — 
more taking. The ptinceſs weary of be- 
ng | full drefſed, perfumed, &c. as ſhe had 
been for three nights for fear of being ſur- 
priſed, went to — little ſtable toward even- 
| without her maids of honour, or lady 
ing wihou her m when they came to in- 
form the queen that the ambaſſador of 
Ophir was arrived in a poſt-chaiſe. This 
ular of amorous impatience confirm- 
ed them in the opinion, that it was the 
handſome prince in perſon; ſo the chariot 
which had been got ready to carry them to 
the oracle, bro chan back to the pa- 
lace. The princeſs who expected it to be 
the prince, was ſo eager to ſee him, that 
me kept biting her lips and putting her 
fingers in her hair, while ſhe waited for 
their bringing him to have an audience, 
but it was thought ſhe would have fwooned 
away 


67) 
away when the 
ſhe had took it 

as 


( 
real ambaſſador ; 
ſo ſtrong] 1 ber Lav pens 
it was the prince diſguiſed under the cha- 
racter of the miniſter, that when iaſtead of 
the moſt charming figure in the world, ſhe 
ſaw the naſe of a pelican above a mouth 
which ſeemed made by a wimble. She fell 
upon her knees before all the afſembly, and 
lifting up her eyes, May Mohammed ne- 
ver have mercy on my ſoul, cried ſhe, and 
may the Alcoran be poiſon to me, if ever I 
marry the prince of Ophir, till I be old 
end frightfulenou h, to give him as much 
everfionon tn6i ao ied wo: hdd thee! As 
ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed this imprecation, 
ſhe kiſſed the earth (which with the Bac- 
trians is the confirmation of a ſolemn oath) 
the poor ambaſſador who had not yet be- 
gun his harangue, was fo ſurpriſed with 
the horror ſhe expreſſed for the ſomeſt 
22 that he put again into 
is pocket the golden reed which he had 
taken out to put into her mouth, and was 
going to make his compliments; and he 
went away from the audience juſt as he 
— 090g — wi te 41 
4 in ng up into his palankin, 
it was he his lo wok never have 
gone out of the city without taking fire, it 
appeared ſa inflamed. The * 
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her part,. having got out of the arms of the 
king and queen her father and mother, 
gave a ſwinging box of the ear to her go- 
verneſs, who made remonſtrances to her; 
ſhe got aſtride the horſe of an officer of the 
guards, and did not ceaſe galloping till ſne 
got into the wood; ſhe alighted there, but 
as ſhe went to flin herſelf into the tem- 
ple . . . I heard with attention my ſecre- 

's narrative, when he was interrupted 
by ſomething glittering which appeared on 
the ſea at a diſtance from us: The Sun 
plunged himſelf into the boſom: of the 
waves, and his laſt rays ſtriking on this 
object, we thought at firſt it was a hea — 
gold which floated toward the ſhore w 
we were ; but as it advanced we — 
fireamers flying, and we found at laſt that 
it was a ſhallop all glittering with the gold 
with which it was covered from the top of 
its maſt to the ſurface of the water; two 
dwarfs very black and very deformed were 
the conductors of it. As ſoon as it came 
to ſhore, a kind of nymph trimmed out 
like a bride, and more ugly than imagi- 
nation could paint, went out of it; while 
I was ſo aſtoniſhed how any one could be 
ſo young and ſo extremely di able, 
ſhe flung herſelf at my feet, embra- 
cing my knees before i could defend A 

e 
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lf, invincible Chevalier, fays ſhe to me, 
come and fave the moſt precious life that 
ever was in the world; and without hefi- 
tating on the difficulty of the enterpriſe, 
fwear to me that whatever the condi- 
tions of the combat may be, you will 
come along with me to expoſe yourſelf 
there for the deliverance of the completeſt 
beauty in the world; ſhe ſeemed to weep 
when ſhe ſpoke theſe words ; I lifred her 
up to avoid the horrible grimace ſhe began 
to make, and I was juſt going to ſwear, 
when the prudent ſecretary lifting up his 
hand; ſtop, Seigneur, ſays he to me, let 
me queſtion you a little before you engage 
yourſelf. Then taking off his leather cap, 
and ſhaking his long — either I don't 
call myſelf Jaſmin, ſays he, or you come 
from the rock of cryſtal; is it not true, 
my dear girl? Hold your peace, little love, 
ſays ſhe to him, it is not to you J am ſent, 
it is to your maſter; indeed, handſome 
Chevalier, it is to you, goes on ſhe, look - 
ing at me; the moſt charming of mortals 
is going to bathe, and this will be the laſt 
time unleſs you have the generoſity to ſee 
her go out of it; ſwear to me then that 


you will do it in ſpite of Jaſmin your page; 
ſwear to me, and fo the dew of the 
morning come to your aid, and that of the 

P night 
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Taght Aatter your diverſions, and that the 
words of your well- beloved may be as fa- 
vourable to your heart, as the crowing of 
the cock is to the car of him who cannot 
ſleep at night. I could not refuſe that good 
fortune which ſo many agreeable wiſhes 
promiſed me. So I took the oath pro- 

ſed to me, and I ſwore whatever might 
| «uo Firſt of all to fee the lady of 
whom we ſpoke go out of the bath, and to 
make my utmoſt efforts afterward to deli- 
ver her. My ſecretary no ſooner heard the 
oath I was about to take, but he tore his 
hair, rumpled his beard, and cried bitterly : 
Wretched prince, cried he, what cui 
ſtar hath led you into theſe places, for an 
engagement which is likely to deſtroy you 
or diſhonour you for ever, I am certai 
that none but a ſatyr, or ſome ſuch crea- 
ture, would dare even to look at the ad- 
venture which you have raſhly ſworn to 
undertake, and which I could ſafely ſwear 
ou will never put an end to; but I know 
how to diſengage you from the oath. you 
have taken. At theſe words he drew his 
poignard, and run to the ambaſſadreſs with 
a deſign to pierce her to the heart. It was 
not difficult for me to prevent the effect of 
his paſſion, nor to find words to reproach 
him for this tranſport of anger; 3 


: May 
boat, 
| frame; op Gece 
3 
The nymph had no Sr heard my 
name, but ſhe looked two or three ti 
with great aſtoniſhment, and aſked 
it was true that I was Facardin. 
. 
3 my 
pon the ſhore, > Environ — 
to Bim, tell me the duch, u 00, 
Tacardin? He ſwore it in hopes it 1. 
my good ſhe aſked. Let us ro 
cries ſhe, ſince we have the invincl 
cardin ; but if it is him, what hat 


vat extent, which'r rofe in the middle 
ſea, it appeared to me tranſparent ; as 
as we landed there, I knew it was all 
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believe this little monkey 
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tal. A woman older, more magnificently 
dreſſed, and much uglier than ſhe in the 
boat, came to receive us; as ſoon as our 
young lady ſaw her, let us rejoice, cries 
ſhe, I bring you what our divine miſtreſs 
hath fought for a long time, I bring you 
the great Facardin. You muſt be mad, 
anſwers the other, my poor Harpiana, to 
is the invincible 
Facardin ; but it does not ſignify, we ſhall 
ſee what this youth is capable of, and ſince 
he hath not an air ſufficient for the ap- 
preaches of the adventure, we ſhall have 
the conſolation to ſee him flayed while they 
burn the unfortunate Criſtalline. Hath he 


ſworn? yes, 1ays the firſt owl to him, and 


with ſo a e, that I have ſome 
concern for his deſtiny. Let him be diſ- 
armed then, ſays the other, whilſt I go to 
— es to W charming Criſtalline. 
y, if you e, you ugly puſſes, ſays 
I to them, 4” 4 ra Reg I wal — 2 
you both in two, than I will give you leave 
to ſpeak another word of diſarming me. 
I clapped my hands to my f at theſe 


words, and ſeeing them quite in a maze at 


ſo blunt a proceeding, let them conduct 
me, ſays I to them, to this Criſtalline, 
whom 1 have ſtupidly ſworn to ſuccour, 
that I may loſe no time in — 
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year which was allowed for that choice, the 
laſt who offered himſelf after having ſworn, 
had no other choice left him, but that of 
undertaking the deliverance of their ſove- 


ful or being flayed alive in caſe he re- 
ed it, or dit Se 
had accepted it. May A4 one know of 


what nature this perilous adventure is? It 
belongs to our miſtreſs to inform you when 
we bring you to her. It had been difficult 
to have kept on one's feet, or at leaſt to 
have walked in an iſland all cryſtal, if they 
had not ſcattered powder of diamonds on 
all the roads, and as it was quite night, I 
ſhould not have _ * to have — 
guiſhed ob not with infi- 
— ae rock in an hun- 
„T to put in boxes with 
oran m the branches of which 
— 7 vaſt aſt cryſtal chandeliers, and a million 
of candles, which illuminated all the rock, 
as if it was noon day. We were under the 
-tornd zone, near the equinoctial line. The 
Sun had darted his rays directly all the day 
on this prodigious maſs of cryſtal; the air 
was heated by it, as you may believe, the 
vwinds ſeemed to die away with the twilight, 
fo that I was all in a fweat when we came to 

the extremity of the rock; on the declivity 
of this extremity I ſaw a ſquare pavillion ; ; 


wy 


Genified nothing, I 
came out in that 
my ſhoulders a 
and while I eat what they ſet 
and drank ſome delicious wine, they 
begun again 10 beg of 19286 — hr 
be in to me to 

great villainous ſcymiter, which did not at 
all ſuit the places where I was to prove my- 
| * and without me my habits, 
eee 


my ſhoulders, to be in the equipage of 
miſerable creatures I met. At laſt, ſeeing I 
did got comprehead the reaſon of their 
r 
mey me, 

in, to the end of a bridge, 8 
croſſed from the 
moſt delicious * 

2 


not 
re. 
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theſe two girls quitted me, as ſoon as I had 
got to the other ſide of the bridge, two 
Moors, more deformed than thoſe in the 
ſhallop, kept the with a brazen 
fence, and having their reverence, 
demanded of me my ſword, I told them I 
was ſo im ned about this article, that 
I would cleave them aſunder if they men- 
tioned it again; _ CR ſo I. * 


them that they ſet 

acroſs the meadow ; — 2 

till I came to a en 
be tranſparent, ſince it was made of the 
moſt magnificent -glaſs that could 
be in the world. On the fide of this palace 
they had erected, by means of an infinite 
number of = 


before, — — 


magnificent and gay, if le, t 
in which now the charms of the 


objects would not have given me the 
leaſt idea of a dangerous adventure. if 1 
had not i right eee 
for an "We" eight of the rind 


moſt excellent Scheherazade your 
Theſe 
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could get her ſomething to cover her; k 
knew the artifice, but before I was ſenſible 
of the advantage her beauty received from 
the oppoſition of theſe frightful figures, I 
confeſs I was ſtruck with the whiteneſs of 
her whole perſon, and I did not value at 
all the danger of the enterpriſe, in hopes 
that a beauty ſo extraordinary would make 
_ acknowledgment of the ſervice done 

r 

I do not know after what manner, ſhe 
and her followers diſappeared while I was 
reaſoning in this fine manner; but ſome 
moments after, one of the negroes came 
to tell me, that the beautiful Cryſtaline, 
her miſtreſs, the divinity I had the happineſs 
to ſee to go out of the bath, waited for 
me in her bed, where ſhe had juſtbeen put- 
ting her, in hopes I ſhould ſave her life by 
this generous compailance. I did not know 
how to perſuade myſelf but they woe 


ſo flattering at the ſame time: ths —5 
venture — as it will, ſays I to myſelf, 
provided it begins as this civil meſſenger 
ſeems to make me to expect: I followed 
her haſtily, for ſhe went faſt, I thought 
they brought me to the tent of Darius, and 
as ſoon as I was introduced there, I faw 
myſelf encompaſſed by a company of armed 
people 
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, who. poſted themſelves all round 
b i done, the. cryſtalline nymph 
begged of me to ſit a moment at the bol- 
ſter of her bed ; when I had placed myſelf 
there, ſhe took a golden bell, and imme- 
diately upon her ringing it, there appeared 
an. old man. whoſe beard was three feer 
longer than my ſecretary's; in his left hand 
he held a ſythe, and in his right a pendu- 
lum, which he put on a table on the other 
fide of the bolſter, and withdrew. As ſoon 
as he was gone out, there appeared two 
other figures ſtill more extraordinary, the 
one was a kind of high-prieſt, venerable in 
his habit, but of the fierceſt aſpect ever 
ſeen, and who, with his ſacerdotal veſt- 
ments, had a great butcher's knife ſtuck in 
his girdle, without taking notice of his 
beard ſtill Jonger than that of the firſt; the 
other was a lockſmith, as well as I could 
judge by a hammer, nails, and a file, he 
was furniſhed with. He had beſides a key 
chain, which inſtead of keys was quite filled. 
with rings of different kinds, he put this 
key chain into a large ring, which came 
out of a plate of gold, that was faſtened 
in the ground; the goddeſs in the bed, 
whom I never had time to look upon, on 
account of all this maſquerade, deſired me 
to make the "EW that is to ſay, to YI 
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her one of theſe rings, which when done, 
the adventure was finiſhed, ſne at liberty, 
and I maſter of her perſon and all her trea- 
ſures. At theſe words I turned my eyes 
toward her, but I was too near her, to find 
her ſo wonderful as at the firſt time ; in ſpite 
7 na the 5 which ſuſtained the remains 

auty, her appeared to me ve 
much ee 35 not know, if hy 
thought that my ſurpriſe proceed from my 
gr, her painted, for ſhe affected to let 
me ſee her neck and arms to make me be- 
lieve it was not ſo; and this convinced me 
that ſhe was ſo from head to feet, and from 
this moment I was as much diſguſted at 
her charms, as I had been amazed at them, 
when I ſaw her going out of the bath; 

nevertheleſs, as the b was to attem 
the adventure, and „ it re in 
utting a ring on finger, t up to 
25 Werd the key chain, when this bigh- 
prieſt with his long beard ſeeing me arm- 
ed; my little friend, ſays he to me, in the 
Arabian language, where did you learn to 
appear before ladies in bed, with your 
75000 in hand? That I ſhould directly fall 
upon both my knees, and give up this uſe- 
leſs rapier. It would be impoſſible, mag: 

nanimous emperor, to make you ſenſib 
of the fury this inſolence flung = into. 


Le 
inhabited, 1 23 you, 
Four wi from that Nee all 


er 5 

for ro othe After this compliment I made 
my ſword whiſtle, two or three times, a- 
bout his cars, and I ſaw very well that all 
who ſpoke to me in theſe iſlands, 


run away, after 
„„ 
ſmith followed him very cloſe.. 

2s Joon ws Loy —_— done, wanted 
to venture by carrying a 

to the cryſtalline fairy, for I te © 
was only ſtooping down, as they ſaid, to 
take it, But though I laboured and drew - 
them one after another with a ſu- 
perior to that of moſt men, I could never 
move one of them; the vexation of a re- 
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brought to my mind the affair of Alex- 
ander about the Gordian knot, and I went 
to fetch back the lock-ſmith, or to lay hold 
of one of his files, when the nymph beg- 
ged of me to ſet myſelf down by her, and 
as ſoon as I had done that, it is not on 
ſuch efforts, ſays ſhe to me, that my ſafety 
and yours depend. You ſee that all the 
power of the univerſe cannot diſengage 
one of theſe rings from the chain, in the 
manner you have attempted it ; neverthe- 
leſs there is One way, to get them all out 
one after another, with as much eaſe, as if 
the chain was opened ; recover your breath, 
before I inſtruct you in it, in the mean 
while, take ſufficient notice of what you 
ſee in this tent. I turned my eyes on every 
ſide, and I ſaw beſides the pundulum and 
key chain, a cryſtal cheſt, and two ſpin- 
ning-wheels, then the lady on the bed, 
ſeeing I lent. my attention to her, ſpoke to 
me in this manner : 

I am. born with all the ſentiments of 
wiſdom and virtue which others have need 
af being inſpired with, but with a curioſity 
I was never able to overcome ; a mother 
deſirous of preſerving me in all the purity 
of my innocence, would not ſuffer men to 
approach thoſe places where I was brought 
up; my natural curioſity had nothing for 
ITS 
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its oby but the preſence of a creatu 
owe; did not know the name ; they 
might repreſent it to me as a moſt frightful 
monſter who would devour me at firſt light, 
my curioſity was only increaſed by it; and 
I had no ſooner attained the age of twelye, 
bur ſhe became fo ſharp upon me, that I. 
reſolved to run away from her, and to ſee 
a. man, let the conſequence be what it 
would; I got out of bed, when I be- 
lieved all the houſe buried in a profound 
ſleep,, I jumped from the window into the 
garden, from the n I climbed upon 
the wall, I leaped from that at the hazard 
of my life, and all to ſeek a beaſt which. 
was to devour me; I run acroſs the fields 
like a mad creature, for fear they ſhould 
run after me 1 back, and as ſoon 
as I thought myſelf. far enough off, I ſet 
myſelf down near a buſh to reſt myſelf till 
it was day.. Under this ſame buſh a | 
pilgrim, whom the night, in all likelihood? 
overtook, had alſo taken refuge there. I 
did not perceive him till full day-light al- 
lowed me to diſtinguiſh objects; he awoke 
at the ſame time, as much ſurpriſed as T 
was at firſt, to ſee a perſon ſo near me; T 
was then ſo JED innocent, in ſpite of 
all my curiolity, that I thought it a girl of 
my own age, but of ſome foreign country, 
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on account of the different dreſs, and the 
clothes being much ſhorter than mine; we 
looked at one another for ſome time with- 
out ſpeaking a word, at laſt ing hi 
mouth, beautiful ſtranger, ſays he to me, 
if you underſtand the ape I ſpeak, I 
beg of you to inſtruct me where I can find 
a woman ; my father who lives in the moſt 
deſert place of all the province, and which 
is the fulleſt of wild beaſts, having brought 
me up from my infancy in the exerciſe of 
hunting, allowed me to purſue them all, 
and to fight with wolves, boars and bears, 
but he forbad me to enter the lifts with the 
moſt dangerous of all beaſts, which is call- 
ed þ * oe hey me it was full % d 
n, and againſt which it was im 
0 one's ſelf; Yale dim bew, this 
beaſt was made that I might be able to 
avoid it ; he would nor tell me, I begged 
of him to Ferna quite young one, to en- 
deavour to bring it up tame in the houſe ; 
but he would not hearken to that; and his 
re ſo reſolutely increaſed the extreme 
deſire I had of ſeeing one of theſe dragons ;' 
it is above a month ſince I ſtole away from 
my father, and run every way about through 
the moſt gloomy woods, and the moſt 
frightful deſerts, to find one of theſe beaſts ; 
ſo as I ſe by your dreſs aan 
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one 

alarms ceaſed, we found t 
. 

m onin with my venom, 
our b fallsßed. We were ſo ſa- 
tisſied with this diſcovery, and ſo offended 
with this trick of our parents, that we re- 
ſolved never to leave one another to return 
to them. We concealed ourſelves for ſome 
days in the thickeſt part of the foreſts, 
perfuaded that they would ſeek for me 
every where round about, for we feared «+ 
nothing ſo apa tum, and 
I reckoned it as nothing for days at 
firſt, the living only upon what my compa- 
nion got in. hunting, and the having no 
other ſhelter during night but trees and 
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rocks. But as my proneſs to curioſity was 
not at all extinguiſhed, it awakened in this 
ſolitude ; diſquiet feized me, I imagined 
that all men were not comprehended in the 
firſt I had met ; that though he might be 
as handſome as the day, there might be 
found ſtill more to my liking than this; 
and as ſoon as it came into my head, I re- 
ſolved to get my heart clear of him; 1 
propoſed to him then to go out of the 
woods to ſee a little what paſſed elſewhere ;. 
he wanted nothing better, and-we went ſo 
far that we arrived on the ſea ſhore , he. 
had never ſeen this vaſt element any more 
than me; you know that it is an object 
which always ſurpriſes the firſt time a per- 
ſon ſees it, and we were both of us very 
attentive in conſidering it, when the ſur- 
face of it was diſturbed by a kind of water- 
ſpour, which was to be ſeen as far as the 
eye could reach,. from the place where we 
were; there went from it a thick vapour, 
which riſing up even to the ſky, thickened. 
as it deſcended again, and forming a dark 
cloud, was drove. by a ſudden gale of wind 
to the place from whence we were looking; 
I was wrapt up in it as by a cloke, which 
incloſing me cloſer and cloſer, took me off 
the earth while my lover, whom I had left 
there, was crying. I perceived 5 

| tranſ- 


TT 
tranſported me with a rapid motion, 
Cn dy 
naturally bold, and all my concern 
that the miſt concealed from me (as I 


lieved) a thouſand things worthy 
rĩoſity; at that moment i diſſi pat 
ſea parted, and alt che hgh 1 received fro 
1 was the finding myſelf in the middle 
a ſpacious guns adorned with all the dif- 
ferent ſhells the ſea produces, and which 
ſeemed enriched with all the coral and the 


myſelf, and to recover from 
but I ſaw near me the faithful — 
ri a 2 girl who went to ſeek you in the 

and who by the banks of 
a 


nee 


ui was clothed ſomething like the 
tendants of Thetis, that is to fay, 
A ge; for ſhe 
ugly than you ſee her at preſent; 
me, after making me a very low courtſey, 
that 1 was very welcome, and that 

nt her 


vereign of mY GP — 
me the wonders 
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vault of which was ſupported by a 
columns covered with mother of 
coral. When we were come to 
ſhe aſked me if 1 would not fee 
ine of ſhipwrecks before I aſcend- 

She told me we were upon the Red 
Sea; thet this fon being the canal by which 
the treaſures of the Indies are communi- 
cated by a continual navigation to the reſt 
of the univerſe, it -happened often that 
thoſe who by a long courſe of labour were- 
enriched by the ſpoils of the earth, ſhould 
pay their tribute at the bottom of the ſea, 
where they collected with care (ran ging. 
them in order) the different preſents w 


the tempeſts DN 
to re- 


refuſe 


all the — I was not w 
fuſe this propoſition, L who cou 
nothin curioſity ; we 2 then 

nog; 7m where I ſaw heaps of gold, ſil- 
= * precious — but this hall ap- 
peared to me of ſo vaſt an extent, that I 
could not comprehend how the earth could. 
furniſh the immenſe treaſures with which-it 
was filled. After having admired all theſe 
things, they conducted me to a zine - 
fall more worthy of my curioſity. It was 
a hall not ſo large, but longer than the for- 
mer; on one fide there was to be ſeen ſta- 
tues of gold, ſilver, braſs, and mods, 


with ſo much attention, that the Harpeian 
nymph told me the impati they were 
in to ſee me elſewhere did not permit me to 

reel 

rive me f teſt: told 
Ne cheſt of drawers were 
the habits of thoſe of whom had 


whom RI 
periſh ; that they had painted 
8 ſo many unfortunate 
perſons; they had reanimated ſome of 
them, and taken the portrait of others af- 
years fps he, fine T as donned a 
years, e I was ng 
Grand Scigator K ho WIC 5h a. 
ra , Who was carrying - 
ferings to Mecca ; what happened then ? 
They brought us both to life, ſhe for her 
* extreme 
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extreme beauty, me to wait upon ker. 
The ſovereign of theſe places was paſſion- 
ately fond of her ; nevertheleſs all his art 
and all his power could not fave her; ſhe 
died at the end of fix months of the ſmall- 
pox (which 1s the only 3 they can- 
not cure at court) ſee there her portrait, 
adds ſhe, and in this cheſt are her clothes: 
She opened it to ſhow me them, there never 
was any thing more magnificent nor more 
gay; and while I looked on them with at- 
tention, having examined me in her turn, 
it is juſt your make, ſays ſhe to me ; the 
clothes you wear are not worthy of a ſhape 
like yours, theſe of the Sultaneſs will fit 
you much better, one would ſay they were 
made for you. I took meaſure of your 
perſon at one look, and Iam neverdeceiyed, 
I conſented to the propoſition, and. as 
ſoon as I was diſguiſed, my new dreſſing 
woman found me ſo charming, that ſhe 
preſſed me to aſcend. to thoſe places, of 
which I ſhould preſently after fee the Miſ- 
treſs, and with which I ſhould be enchant- 
ed. You ſhall ſee there the chief of the 
Genii, ſays ſhe, and you ſhall ſee him at your 
feet: Shall not I ſee any man there, ſays I, 
interrupting her ? This queſtion ſurpriſed 
her, but ſhe had not time to anſwer it; 
the chief of the Genii came himſelf 18 
tisfy 
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tisfy me; the impatience he had to ſee his 
new prey, tranſported him, I do not know 
e 
N our waiting upon him as became 
ity his preſence ſu r 
ighting me; - 
— made than the nin a 
buſh, I knew it was a man; he was not as 
handſome as the former, but to make a- 
oy gi: at deal bigger; ſo con- 
Sn elf, that, ＋ 7 
a being an animal 
ſo excellent in himſelf; the taller he was, 
the more wonderful he muſt be; after the 
firſt compliments were over, I conſented to 
the propoſition he made me of being with 
him, fo ſimple was I, as I told you, on the 
appearance of things. 

After this ceremony, the only one of our 
marriage, he gave me his or rather 
his faſt, for it was covered by « gehe 
igh, 


of his fingers, we aſcended by 
that we found ourſelves in the midſt ef 


cent ſtair-caſe, and we aſcended 


joined an un- 
the ſame time, 


ſuſpected they had taken a liking to me. I 
ws ppp Fo wanted — to him- 
ſelf alone, but he was not contented with 
only himſelf knowing what an extraordinary 
— he was poſieſed of, I ſpent ſeve- 
ral years 'in a melancholy manner, with an 
animal, who p me with his chime- 
ras, and diſguſted me with his careſſes. 
Harpiana was my only conſolation ; ſhe 
adviſed me carefully to conceal an averſion, 
which her lord and mine might perceive, 
ſo groſs, as it was, and told me rather by 
a redoubled complaiſance to make him be- 
heve I was of his and his 
charms, the better to deceive him, when 
an © nity ſhould offer. I followed 
her advice, and I eſtabliſhed myſelf fo tho- 
AL in the Genius, m pouſe, that, 
by degrees, he revealed all his ſecrets to 
me; among which — 
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qui tb : 
—_ he er ww — 
theſe ſpinning-whee been ſpeaking 
about, but it was doing of nothing how- 
ever, without getting poſſe 


da ching a hardly longer than 
finger, and nevertheleſs it was ſo extraor --4 
leagues 


dinary, that one ht ſee at 

diſtance - the Ap. 0 as if 1 

preſent.” As ſoon as I put it to my — 
I ſaw a ſhip in the main ſea, all the crew 
of which ſeemed frighted by the tempeſt 


which threatned it, except only one man; 
«ns countenance of this man was moe 


as t of my 
- IM The ſtorm be- 
came, all at once, violent, that the veſſel 
was ſwallowed up by the waves, without any 


one 
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one perſon being ſaved, except him whom 
1 mentioned, who by incredible efforts, 
for his life againſt the fury of 
the waves; I felt a kind of compaſſion, 
which put me almoſt out of myſelf; the 
Genius believed that it was the great di- 
verſion it afforded me, which tranſported 
me; he told me T had ſeen nothing as yet, 
and that he was going to divert me in an- 
other manner; after ſaying that, he made 
me fit down near him in a little wheel, 
"which appeared all of a ſudden. It was not 
without uneaſineſs that I ſaw him put this 
machine into motion to precipitate us from 
a place, which I thought the moſt eleva- 
red upon earth, into an abyſs, which 1 
dared not look upon. I had not time to 
make _ „„ 1 W > 
ſound myſelf in a gallery * 
we entered by the place whither he hurled 
me the firſt time, From this gallery we 
ſaw diſtinctly all that upon the ſur- 
face of the ſea, when it was not. agitated, 
but it was impoſſible to diſtinguiſh any 
thing then; ſometime after they came to 
tell us, that this tempeſt had produced no- 
thing but a tranſport ſhip with ten or twelyc 
ſailors, ſome proviſions in the hole, with 
a fine horſe. The Genius my ſpouſe, 
having ſeen theſe miſerable creatures, told 
me 
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me. it was not worth while to re-animate 
fuch fellows as theſe, aſked my pardon for 


ſuch a mean | and to make me a- 
mends, ſhewed me the parti of what 
I had only ſeen in groſs the firſt time. This 
ſtruck in with my natural arcs and I 
took an extreme pleaſure in ing the 
hiſtories, after having examined the por- 
traits, and the different habits of chose 
whoſe clothes were put up in theſe cheſts. 
The Genius with the attention, 
with which I examined all theſe things, was 
deſirous of multiplying his treaſures and 
rarities for my amuſement, for * he 
was jealous to the laſt degree, he did not 
reſtrain me, on the contrary, he was the 
moſt complaiſant Genius in the world in 
every thing in which his love was not con- 
He bcf the Faithful Harpiana 
e left me th lana to ex- 
plain thoſe things which required it, and I 
was very glad to prolong the looking over 
the cheſts and the frippery during his ab- 
ſence; he ſeldom loſt light of me, and if 
he did it was to contrive eve ws of 
gaiety by way of diverſion which ſurpriſed 
me ſometimes, but never pleaſed me. I 
was prodigiouſly deſirous that the ſea would 
ſend us dead or alive this unfortunate per- 
ſon, who, only, was ſaved from the ſhip- 
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wreck, for ſome moments, and I had an ex- 
treme deſire to ſee near a man, who - 
peared ſo charming at a diſtance, for I told 
you wherefore I was ſo curious, but it was 
to no purpoſe that I looked toward the ſur- 
face of the waves; the calm which had 
ſmoothed them did not diſcover him to me, 
and thoſe who went every where round about 
the abyſs where we were, found nothing 
bur the miſerable ſhipwreck of the veſſel 
which had juft periſhed. The feſtival the 
Genius gave me in theſe places laſted all 
night. The next day he entertained me 
with the diverſion of fiſhing for dolphins 
on the ſhores of the iſland o no- 
thing was a more agreeable ſight than this 
fiſhing. There embarked in the gilt ſnhal- 
lop the moſt charming concert of vocal and 
inſtrumental muſick in the world; as it was 
on the main ſea, this harmomons concert 
was heard very plainly; the dolphins, who 
are the moſt curious fiſh in the world, ga- 
thered together from every quarter, about 
this brilliant ſhallop, to view it more near- 
ly, and as they have more taſte for muſic 
than objects of luſtre, they followed the 
concert, with a marvellous ſilence, without 
perceiving, ſo attentive were they, that the 
ſhallop led them inſenſibly into a vaſt in- 
cloſure of ſtrings, which they had extend- 
Vol. II. F ad 
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ed the length of the ſhore. Nevertheleſs 
the adventure was. not extremely fatal to 
them, ſinck it only. coſt the handſomeſt 
their liberty, whom the Genius put into 
ſuperb reſervoirs, in which he diverted him- 
ſelf in bringing up theſe noble fiſhes, _ At 
the third voyage the ſhallop, made, one of 
the fiſnermen came to tell us, he believed 
they had taken the king of the dolphins, 
from the heavineſs they felt in the threads, 
and the agreeable variety with which his 
ſcales glittered amongſt the waves, but how 
great was my ſurpriſe! when inſtead of this 
magnificent fiſh, I ſaw them draw out from 
amidſt theſe ſtrings, this very man, whom 
I ſaw in the ſhip before the ſtorm, and 
who ſwam ſo long time after, the armour 
with which. he was covered, was, enamel- 
led with gold, azure, and an infinite num- 
ber of ſtones of different colours. The 
Genius; my ſpouſe, who knew not what 
generolity was, commanded the fiſhermen, 
to deſpoil him of his beautiful armour, and 
to fling him into the ſea. I looked every 
where for my confidant Harpiana, to beg 
of her to put off the execution of this or- 
der, by the influence ſhe had over the mind 
of the Genius; but I could no where ſee 


her, and as I was going to ſpeak, myſelf, 
had fil ſome 


they told us that this man n 


- He (ur at the fi 
the Genius but not at all frighted; he im- 
mediately comprehended that all he ſaw in 
theſe enchanted places was in the-power of 


ew him was 
tude, and very engaging. He 
quite calm y-as' for me, I found 
— — in ſpirits that I was ready 
to fall back ward. After that, without 
'alked; he told us that 
ing himſelf in a famous 
ich knew of but 
hint, had * him —— 
F 2 
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the port of Floriſ to render —— 
near Mouſſelline the ſerious, leſs upon 
count of her fine eyes, than for uo or 
this adventure offered in the midſt of glor 
many dangers, that the fourth day of tis 
aun wü — 5 ſtorm had cauſed his 
wi le in it to periſh, 
— being able dd imagine how the 
waves had put him near theſe hoſpitable 
banks to find ſuccour; that as to the reſt, he 
ſhould not be ſorry at being ſhipwrecked, 
ſince this ſmall misfortune had thrown him 
upon, the territories of 'the moſt magnifi- 
cent and beſt made prince in the world, if it 
was not that he ſaw a woman (which was 
of all in the world what he had the moſt 
averſion to.) This diſcourſe and his way 
of behaviour, could not fail of pleaſing my 
Genius, who was the fondeſt animal in the 
world of praiſe, and the moſt ſuſceptible of 
jealouſy ; and from that moment he took 
ſo much pleaſure in his converſation, that 
he could not leave him. He affected to 
avoid me every where, and far from look- 
ing at me when the Genius, who ſeldom 
quitted me, made him come where I was, 
he turned his back without ſay! ng a word 
to me. That put me into , for the 
more I im — by all e incivilities 
that he dard me, th the more — 
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bug The Genius was ready 
—— hing, ſeeing the conſtraint, 
preſence ii un upon him; he told him 
br fryer to a ſex, which cauſed fo 
much happineſs to men, and that if he 
only looked at me a moment his averſion 
would go off. He never after quitted the 
placed where I was, as if they had propo- 
ſed him ſomething horrible. At length _ 
importuned him ſo much that he would loo 
at me, upon condition they ſhould not 
ſpeak to him any more about it. I was on 
the reſerve _ on fide, as well to ſhew 
my indignatio — ſtranger, as to ſet 
myſelf off F with a Kigned delicacy in pre- 
fence of my ſpouſe, and ſo well did I act 
it, that he was obiged to put himſelf be- 
hind me to hold my head with his two 
hands for fear I ſhould avoid the looks of 
his new favourite. O what had I loſt; if 1 
had avoided them ! For while this aſs of a 
Genius tormented- body and ſoul to make 
his wife ogle, the eyes of the charming 
ſtranger performed their part, they inform- 
ed me that he was ready ta die for love of 
me, and that all theſe marks of averſion 
were only a game he played. This firſt 
ſcene finiſhed, he im that he trium- 
how he found 


hed, and aſked the 
bile ſo bad, ſays he, that if that ſhould 
F 3 hap- 
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happen often, I ſhould become mad, and 


perhaps my ravings might not ſpare the 
Goddeſs your wife in their firſt tranſports. 
I thought I underſtood theſe menances, and 
from that moment T eived in myſelf a 
violent deſire to ſee the eſſects of theſe 
tranſports, with which I was threatned, and 
all through curioſity; nevertheleſs the Ge- 
mus quite aftoniſhed, that the inſenſibility 
of his heart inſtead of yielding to this trial, 
had only changed into fury, told him that 
he would not be made a liar of, that he was 
reſolved to make him ſee that ſuch a wo- 
man as I was, was not a creature with whom 
he was allowed to fall into a paſſion with; 
and that ſince the charms of my face had 
done nothing, thoſe of my perſon from 
head to feet ſhould compaſs. Judge Seig- 
neur if the extravagancy of a jealous man 
tould go further? Our charming gueſt af- 
fected a bluſh at this propoſition, and did 
not fail to aſk leave to go, rather than ſee 
himſelf expoſed every day to thoſe com- 
pliances of which he was uncapable; the 
ſtupid Genius with a deſign to decerve him, 
aſſured him they would leave him at reſt, 
and that there ſhould: be no more ſaid of 
me or my charms, fince his nſion 
would give him ſo much horror for a thing 
which he had deſired of him, 9 

c 


* 
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the whole world; and this is the way he 
was caught. ; : 

He cauſed to be made a cheſt of c 
like to that which you ſee; he placed it in 
the magazine of ſhipwrecks among others, 
after having covered it with a curtain of 
green taffery, embroidered with gold that 
done, he communicated to-me his deſign, 
which was to ſhut me up there quite naked, 
ſo that, however, no body but himſelf could 
open it for fear of an accident. I Was 
ready to die with deſire to communicate 
this fine project to the ſtranger, but I never 
could bring it to bear; always beſet as 1 
was; by my. Genius who! never left me; 
but as the ſtranger had more wit and pene- 
tration than all the ers in the world. 
do not doubt but he divined ſome- 
thing of what they had premeditated. to 
ſurpriſe him. Every thing being diſpoſed 
for this new ſcene, the Genius bethought 
himſelf (to bring him more eaſily) to aſk 
his illuſtrious gueſt, if he-had not provided 
himſelf with arms for this expedition, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of other adventurers, 
the other told him that he very well re- 
membered that- he was- armed the day of 
his ſhipwreck, but he did not know what 
was become of them, excepting his ſword 
which they had the civility to leave him. 


F 4 Well 
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Well ſays the Genius, I will ſhew you to 
morrow the only place you have not ſeen 
pets ſince you was here, perhaps you may 
ear ſome news of your arms in this place, 
at leaſt you will ſee ſomething ſufficiently 
worthy of your attention; I will leave you 
there alone for fear my preſence ſhould o- 
blige you to hurry over the examination of 
many rarities which it it is better to view 
leiſurely; for I will lay a wager that you 
have never ſeen any thing more curious 
than what are contained in thoſe cheſts, 
where you ſee the portraits, and the names 
on the outſide, As for me, ſays the ſtran- 
ger, I will lay you a wager, of all thoſe 
names, there is none ſo curious as mine; 
and what is there in it, ſays my Genius, 
to make it ſo curious? Novelty, anſwers 
he, for I am called Facardin, end there is 
not another name of this kind in the whole 
world. Oh! as to that J agree with you, 
ſays the Genius, but my friend Facardin, 
ſince Facardin 1s your name, you ſhall a- 
gree with me as to the reſt. The next 
day my jealous ſpouſe himſelf ſhut me up 
in the cryſtal cheſt, in the ſituation I have 
told you, after having a good deal en- 
larged on the ſurpriſe the ſtranger would 


be in, and the pleaſure ] ſhould have in 
feeing his aſtoniſhment. But I was vexed 


to 
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to the utmoſt degree to ſee that this cheſt: 
was tranſparent to no purpole, ſince it 


could not be opened neither within nor 
without, the eurtain was drawn above,” and 
the Genius preſſed his gueſt to go into the 
hall, where I was ſhut up, after having 
faithfully kept his promiſe in going out 
himſelf. My heart * * * TI 
notwithſtanding my gri n I ſaw my: 
ſelf ſhut up, without remedy, ſpecially 
when I conſidered that the handſome Fa- 
cardin _ eaſily forget my cheſt, in exa- 
mining others, or might not bethink him- 
ſelt to draw aſide the curtain that conceal- 
ed it, but I was not very long under this 
uneaſineſs. He came preſently-to it, and 
not to loſe the time my. animal thought he 
would take in ſurveying the reſt, he drew 
aſide my curtain, and appeared ſo charmed 
at the manner in which I was expoſed to his 
view, that after ſome ſlight efforts, to deli- 
ver me 1n a more quiet manner, he broke 
this priſon into a thouſand pieces by two 
ſtrokes of his ſword. As he did not pre- 
tend to have done ine this ſervice in vaing 
and as I had a heart filled with a generous 
acknowledgment, all his curioſity was re- 


ſtrained from viſiting the wonders, which they 
had been mighty deſirous of his taki 
tice of; and mi 


no- 
mine was fo ſatisfied by it, 
F 5 that 
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that I believed the merit of all the pilgrims 
and all the Genii on earth was incloſed in 
the only Facardin there was in the world. 
We compared notes in order to be able to 
give ſomething of a reaſon for the deſtruc- 
tion of my cheſt, and after what manner 
we ought to conduct ourſelves afterward, 
but this laſt precaution was quite uſeleſs, 
as you will ſee preſently. The charming 
ſtranger drew his beautiful armour from 
the place where I told him it was, and hav- 
ing put it on, I thought I ſaw the God 
Mars, who departing from the beautiful 
Venus, took away with him all the charms 
of her ſon; he was almoſt as big as the 
Genius, as I have told you, but his fine 
ſhape was no ways injured by his ſize. He 
went from the hall of cheſts, fword in hand, 
the Genius who returned was ſurpriſed to 

ſee him completely armed, but he was ſtill 
more ſo, when complaining to him of the 
trick which they had played him, he told 
him that after having drawn the green cur- 
tain, he had been ſo provoked at ſeeing a 
ſtatue of a woman without clothes, that in 
the firſt emotions of his anger he had broke 
the nich in pieces, and that he believed this 
ſtatue very much damaged by the ſtroke 
of the ſword which he had given it. There 


needed nothing more to alarm my amorous 
| | "Genius, 


(107) 
Genius, who without making him any an- 
ſwer ran to my aſſiſtance. I was quite flat 
upon the ground, where I made as if 1 
ſwooned away when he came, but ſeeing I 
had no wound, his fears ceaſed; and when 
I had ftrength to recover from my ſwoon- 
ing, he ſplit his ſides with laughing at my 
recital of the fury of the ſtranger, and the 
horrible fright his brutal tranſport had put 
me in; he was not however content with- 
out examining all the charms with which I 
was furni before the breaking of my 
cheſt ; for the great folly of my ſpouſe was 
that all the world knew the price of a trea- 
ſure of which he alone was in poſſeſſion, 
and I knew by his looks —— 1 to 
ut us together again me new ſtrata- 
L m; but fortune pete it otherwiſe; 
the charming Facardin appeared no more” 
after that day neither in this iſland where 
we are, nor in the cryſtal rock, although 
they went every where for a month toge- 
ther 5 _ Wa ger | 
. into ſuch a gri n it, that I 
= hard r merit of him — 
ence I regretted, was very capable 
producing this effect ; 3 — 
ſeemed to have had the greateſt ſhare in it, 
and I could not conſole myſelf at not being 
able to know if this ſtranger would be as 


F 6 agree- 
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agreeable at a ſecond interview, as he had 
appeared at the firſt. As the complaiſance 
of my Genius toward me did not at all dimi- 
niſn the grief I was in, it made him uneaſy; 
he took it then into his head that the chan 
of air would recover me, and travelling di- 
vert me; I was delighted with this ſcheme, 
but I was not ſatisfied with the precautions 
he took in putting it into execution; for 
he made a cheſt of cryſtal like to the for- 
mer, and it is the very ſame you ſee ; he 
ſhut me-up in it entirely dreſſed upon his 
back, and began his travels along the bot- 
tom of the ſea : We went out of it to re- 
pale and to refreſh ourſelves in the moſt 
delicious places on the ſhore. He did not 
fail to take me out of my caſe on theſe oc- 
caſions, and to ſleep with his head on my 
knees ſo ſoundly, that I had a great deal of 
difficulty to awaken him when it was time 
to go. I was in hopes that during our tra- 
vels fortune would let me have ſome news 
of the excellent Facardin ; but as nothin 
offered ta ſatisfy my impatience, and as 
was exaſperated to ſerve for a bolſter to this 
great maſtiff of a Genius, who did nothing 
but ſnoar; my natural curioſity came to 
my aſſiſtance, ſhe aſked me how I could 
contrive to deceive a jealous creature, who 


carried me packed upon his back, when he 
was 
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was awake, and who never but upon 
me? I nas _— — KL Ie 
this pur poſe I pr employed my 
in Fear. away my body from under him 
without awaking him, and ſeeing that no- 
thing was more eaſy, and that I walked 
whole hours without his dreaming of re- 
moving from the place where I had put his 
villainous head ; I made another trial the 
firſt © ity that offered ; I found that 
ſo pleaſant, as well for the rarity of the 
deed as the , vengeance, that my curioſity 
always fruitful in new ideas, perſuaded me 
not to ceaſe till I had carried theſe trials to 
the hundredth infidelities, aſſuring me that 
I ſhould divert myſelf extremely at the dif- 
ferent excuſes and mean fears of all thoſe 
whom the preſence of the Genius ſhould 
frighten. I had about me this key-chain 
which you ſee ſo full of rings, and they 
belonged to perſons who have aſſiſted me 
in my infidelities, each of whom behaved 
with a very bad grace in the world ; but 
above all the two laſt, who were the baſeſt, 
and the moſt cowardly wretches in the whole 
world. . | 
What is that you ſay, friend Trebizonde, 
ſays the Sultan interrupting him, Seigneur, 
continued the other, I ſaid that the virtuous 
Cryſtalline having carried on her adven- 

—_— 
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tures to the ninety-cight, told me that the 
two which furniſhed the two laſt rings were 
miſerable wretches who died through fear ; 
ſhe lied in that, ſays the Sultan, but go on 
with your ſtory, we will talk of that ano- 
ther time. The prince of Trebizonde, in 
obedience to his ſovereign, ſaid that the 
nymph of the rock thus went on: My 
key-chain having completed the number of 
rings I determined to put upon it, I was 
weary of deceiving ſuch a ſtupid jealous 
wretch, and I was determined to give ſome 
other amuſement to my curioſity ; but for- 
tane who had favoured me hitherto, turned 
her back, when I leaſt thought of it. We 
were upon our return after four months 
and ſome minutes, I was not ſorry to ſee 
myſelf in a priſon leſs cloſe, than that 
which I had been in during my travels. 
The rock of filver, the pavillion where we 
are, and the palace of blpwiecks by their 
variety preſent to me every where ſome- 
thing entertaining ; but of all theſe habita- 
tions the hall of cheſts was that which was 
the moſt agreeable to me, as it brought to 
my mind the remembrance of the marvel- 
lous Facardin. T one day ſhut up myſelf 
there to talk with Harpiana about it: This 
girl never ſaw him, but as ſhe was in my 
intereſts, ſhe was ready to die with _— 
ne 
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neſs to fee him, on account of the wonders 
which I told her of his make, and the gen- 
teelneſs of his carriage. We did nut know 
how to contrive to get intelligence of him ; 
for notwithſtandin gher wit, and the ſchemes 
my curioſity furni me with, we could 
never bring it to bear, ſurrounded as we 
were by the ſea. If you had a fword, faid 
ſhe, I would go in ſearch of him myſelf. 
And why muſt there be a ſword ? faid I to 
her. The reaſon 1s, replied ſhe, becauſe 
the gilt ſhallop is the only veſſel in theſe 
places, and this ſhallop is immoveable, 
x when the Genius touches it himſelf, 
or one enters it, ſword in hand ; as 
we had neither of theſe means, we thought 
no more of that. I do not know how it 
was that I had got together a fine collection 
of rings, which I had always about me, 
without it ever coming into my to 

examine them. This unfortunate curioſity 
ſeized me one day, and the Genius ſurpriſed 
me in the midſt of this occupation. I was 
quite confounded; my embarraſſment gave 
him a ſuſpicion, he was aſtoniſhed at this 


t number of rings, and aſked me where 
Pad ane them. As I faw him quite al- 
tered while he aſked me this queſtion, I 
plainly perceived it was his own jealouſy 
which gave riſe to it, and as there was not 

in 
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in the world a beaſt fo villainous and ſo ter- 
rible at the ſame time, as a jealous creature 
when he interrogates, I flung myſelf upon 
my knees, to aſk pardon for a crime I had' 
4 not committed, in order to conceal that 
| which I had been guilty of ; I told him 
then, that I had ſtole theſe rings from the 
cheſts of the drowned perſons. This re- 
doubled his ſufpicion ; for he himſelf had 
collected together all theſe rings which he 
had locked up elſewhere, the number of 
| which did not amount to more than fifteen- 
| or twenty, inſtead of which he found a full 
| hundred on the key-chain which-he ſnatched 
from me. He examined them all one af- 
= ter another, without finding that which he 
| ſeemed to look for, and ſeeing that I did 
not know what to ſay to excuſe myſelf at- 
| ter this firſt lie, he divined ſo well all the 
| circumſtances-of my tranſgreſſions, that he 
pronounced my ſentence immediately; he 
condemned me then to be burnt alive at 
the end of one year, if I did not find be- 
fore that term ſome adventurer, who could 
| in one night only draw out from my key- 

| chain, all the rings I had put there during 

| the year of our'travels ; all human efforts 

cCould not move them off but one by one, 


| and it was only the method by which I had 
| got them, which could ſtir them from the 
| place 
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place where ſo much care had been taken 
to faſten them before theſe trials. 
There is the decree of the monſter, his 
miniſters were c with the execution 
of it: He diſa after that day, on 
account of ſome expedition, which I don't 
recollect now; and from that day moſt of 
thoſe whom the gilt brought hither, 
have baſely refuſed to attempt an adven- 
ture, where by a little trouble, they might 
have an opportunity of ſaving my life. I 
had always been in hopes, that among thoſe 
of whom Harpiana went every where to 
implore ſucceſs z. the invincible Facardin 
might be found, perſuaded that he would 
put an end to this adventure, but I in vain 
flattered myſelf without it; fortune refuſed it 
to all my wiſhes; ſhe had to this day preſent- 
ed me with nothing but unlucky wretches, 
who would rather chuſe the cloathing the 
and the occupation you ſee them in for the 
reſt of their life, than to regard only the 
adventure in queſtion, after having ſcen me 
go out of the bath. They have without 
doubt informed you of the reſt of the con- 
ditions, and of every thing relating to it; 
the time preſſes, you know in what this ad- 
venture conſiſts, there remains no more but 
to conſult. your heart upon it, in order to 
fix the time for your going to bed; — 
urs, 
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hours, which are allowed you, are ſufficient 
for a man made like you to ſave my life. 
Such was the narrative of the adventures 
of the modeſt Cryſtalline: Such was the 
* er which ſhe made at the cloſe of 

er hiſtory ; and this was my anſwer, word 
for word; I have ſworn to do my utmoſt to 
ſerve you, but I have not ſworn to make 
love inſtead of making war; it would be 
as eaſy for me, without vanity, to put an 
end to the adventure, after the manner pro- 
poſed, as by force of arms; but as glory 
invites me to the one, and your perſon, all 
wonderful as you think it, does not at all, 
invite me to the other; I will make a paſſage, 
with my arms in my hand, 9 your 
flayer, your clock-maker, your lock-ſmith, 
and your Mooriſh women, your buſy com- 
panion Harpiana, her other companion, 
and finally acroſs all the mob drawn up in 
theſe places. Take then the courſe you 
like beſt; if it is that of following me, I 
ſecure you from the puniſhment prepared 
for you at the hazard of my life; if on the 
contrary, that of ſtaying here, I declare to 
you, you ſhall be the firſt whoſe head I will 
cut off if they attack me. The lady in 
bed appeared more dead than alive at this 
menace; ſhe ju out of bed on the 


ground, embraced my knees, and told E 
5 e 
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ſhe aſked for nothing better than to fol- 
low me th t the world; but ſhe con- 
jured me to hearken to the advice ſhe gave 
me to facilitate my enterpriſe. At-theſe 
words ſhe put on a night-gown, ſet herſelf 
on the bed, and told me that ſhe was going 
ro ring three different times, that-at the 
firſt he who regulates the lum would 
not fail to come to ſet the . when he 
was to begin the trial; that at the ſecond 
time, the lockſmith would come to ſee how 
they had taken the rings from the key 
chain, and that at the third, I ſhould ſee 
the prieſt with a great beard run to deliver 
me, if I was rendered worthy of it by the 
accompliſhment of the trials, or to drag 
me into the hands of his miniſters, while 
he waited to ſlay me, in caſe I undertook 
the adventure without completing it; that 
theſe three perſons were the principal, the 
whom the Genius her ſpouſe had left to 
ard her, and execute his orders; that 
having drawn them into the place where 
we were, one after another, as ſhe told me, 
I ſhould difpoſe of them as I thought pro- 
per; nevertheleſs, as you have ſuſiiciently 
i that the enchanted key chain 


cannot be opened by force; perhaps you 
may be in doubt whether it can be eſſected 


by 
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by gentle methods, therefore your curioſity 
may be ſatisfied on this head, before you 
come to the other extremity. Ring, ring, 
Madam Criſtalline, ſays I to her, I am 
not naturally ſo curious as you. 

Oh, what a fine thing it is to ſpeak well! 
ſays the Sultan, I believe I ſhould 5 — done 
entirely as you did, for the more curious 
women are, the more we ſhould let them 
ſee, we are exempt from this weakneſs ; 
but go on, for this ſeems to me ſo divert- 
ing, that I could ſpend my life in hearing 
it, you was then in a night-gown, night- 
cap, flippers, and ſword. in hand at the 
bolſter of the nymph of cryſtal, when you 
told her to ring,. you ſee that I remember 
every thing; well, what afterward ? After- 
| ward, ſays Trebizonde, I roſe up in the 

equipage your prudent Highneſs ſpoke of, 

and poſting myſelf exactly near the door of 
— avilion, in ſuch a manner, as thoſe 
emen could not ſee me who had not 
— the curious lady rang, the man 
with the pendulum did not fail to enter, 
and I did not fail to cut off his head; I 
did as much for the lockſmith, and as I 
made a ſign to the E to ring for the 

| prieſt, ſhe lift up her right-hand, and ſpeak- 


ing to me with the fingers of this very, 


1 * two officers, I had dif, 
| patched. 
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patched, - ought according to the function 
of their office, to enter ſoon after one ano- 
ther, the one to regulate the hour, the 
other to — a —— oe — 
chain, at the e © 
ſtaying in the tent from the begi . 
the trial to the end; but that it Was a jeſt 
to ring ſo ſoon the third) time, ſince it was 
not likely 3 it would be believed that the ad- 
venture was fintſhed in fo little a time, and 
ſtill leſs that they fnould be in a' harry for 
his coming without its being completed; 
. her advice was to wait ber or four hours, 
during which we ſhould have as much time 
as was requiſite to make an opening behind 
the pavillon, chrough which it would be 
leſs difficult to ſave ourſelves during the 
darkneſs of the night, than through the 
door-always furrounded with a vaſt number 
of armed men. After this ' diſcourſe the 
kiſſed the hand with which ſhe had diſ- 
courſed with me. 

As I held my ſword in m 8 
anſwered her with eny left . 971 . — 
equal eaſe with 886 U the other) I an 
her then, that Facardin of T nal e. was 
not accuſtomed to go 6ur at a baek door to 
avoid danger, that I had nothing to do 
with her opening to get rid of the affair; 


and that if - ſhe had not the civility to ring 
preſently, 
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preſently, to make her executioner of a 
pontif come, I vas determined to go and 
ſeek him, to ſend him after his two compa- 
nions. I had no ſooner ceaſed ſpeaking, 
that is to ſay, moving my fingers, but hers 
bey 00 ſpe — to by 2 22. 
ution, ſne me 
at —— to — 4. one of theſe ſpinning- wheels, 
and to put it on my left arm to ſerve for a 
— 7 the more as 2 2 which 
155 my paſſage, much venera- 
for theſe machines, that they would 
er hole their life than hazard the break- 
ing them, ſo precious were they to the Ge- 
nius their ſovereign maſter. This advice 
did. not diſpleaſe me ſo much as the two 
former; 2d. 0h Bon as I layed hold of the 
firſt ſpinning-wheel, the virtuous Cryſtal- 
line — the bed on the ground, 
took the — and adviſed me to go out, 
inſtead of waiting for the enemy, From 
we might take him unprovided, dreaming 
of — * leſs than this raſh ally. 1 did 
not contradict her in it; wWe quitted ,with- 
on delay the tent of Darius ; the 
rpriſe of the armed people who ſurrpund- 
elke was och char J Filet five or ſix be- 
fore they had time to recollect themſelves ; 
the reſt fled ſhricking out in a frightful 
manner; I purged, them a little too warm- 
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ty ; for the prieſt whom I had left behind 
while I thought him before me, quitted the 
altar, which he had prepared for me, with 
a dozen of his miniſters, who carned each 
a large chain to chain me with, Cryſtalline 
gave me notice of it by a great ſcream, 
which cauſed me to return; they dared not 
approach her becauſe ſhe covered herſelf 
with the reſpectable ſpinning- wheel; and 
above this =>, ſhe ſpun when, ſhe 
was too much preſſed, which the moſt reſo- 
lute of our enemies dared not to look on 
without proſtrating their face on the earth: 
it was in one of theſe humiliations that 1 
Fog 2 head of the . bigh- 
rieſt, without paying any re to hi 
a Pop. or 1 
exp 


character. After this 
it the remainder was rather a rout 
than a fight; I killed all I could come up 
with without troubling myſelf with taking 
priſoners; and croſſing the rock of cryſtal 
without the leaſt obſt I made the ſpouſe 
of the Genius enter the gilt ſhallop; I 
went in after her, and as ſoon as I was in 
the ſhallop failed, bke a fool, without aſk- 
ing us whither we wanted to go, I will not 
conceal from your highneſs that my joy 
was ſo great at having put an end to this 
adventure, that I did not recolle& my arms 
till I had got into the main ſea, It * 
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ſoft of reproach to leave them in this place 
by a kind of precipitate retreat; and not 
willing that the Genius at his return ſhould 
erect them for a trophy, I wanted to make 
the ſhallop return from whence we ſet out, 
but it would not by any means; and in 
ſpite of all my efforts we landed at a ſhore 
where we found good company, as you 
will fee in what follows of this narrative. I 
told you of the deſpair I was in at not be- 
ing able to return to the rock of cryſtal to 
recover my arms, it was quite another thing 
when I faw the ſhallop make in a direct line 
to this ſhore, there was a vaſt number of 
people along it; perſons on horſeback ſu- 
N armed were moving about, and I 
ſaw at a diſtance tents and pavillions ex- 
tended to the middle of a meadow, with 
trees ſet very thick about it, the leaves of 
which ſeemed to form a delicious ſhade. 
The people and gentlemen ſurpriſed at the 
ſight of us ran to the very brink of the 
ſea, from whence beholding us with their 
teleſcopes, they diſcovered their aſtoniſh- 
ment in proportion as we approached the 
ſhore ; I was fo provoked to ſee myſelf ob- 
liged to land in the midſt of this afſembly 
with a young lady almoſt in her ſhift, my- 
ſelf ſword in hand in a night-gown, in ſlip- 
pers, and having nothing but two {pinning- 
| wheels 
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wheels for all our edge. 
tempted to fling m out 
Hale ius the midſt of 
might not land in this ſituation. We were 
obliged to land however; I was in 
ſion h to raiſe pity; I held 

head, I did not dare to lift up 


pect ; . 
a de e Per Pavilion; 
who ſaw us land did not fail to aſſemble 


l expected 

tily laughed at and made a jeſt of, but ſee- 
ing quite the contrary, Ly aire * 
ift up my eyes, and was iſed to 
char all the men of diſtinction were equip- 
ped, at leaſt, as ridiculous, and entirely as 
whimſical as myſelf, although after diffe- 
rent manners. Three of whom I had 
ſeen on horſeback alighted to receive me 
L 
iſnment at Cryſtalline, and preſently after 
made her burſt out a laughing; I kept her 
company: He who accoſted me ſaid 
71 e to do but to 
in myſelf. He was and beſt 
Vor. II. — made 
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made man I had ever ſeen. He wore upon 
his head a kettle inſtead of an helmet, and 
A ſpit hung by his ſide in the manner 
of a ſword; as to the reſt his armour ſhone 
all over with gold, azure, and precious 
ſtones. This dreſs with the ſeriouſneſs with 
which he addreſſed me would have made a 
man at a whipping-poſt laugh. I do not 
aſk you at all, fays he, from whence you 
come ; the gilt ſhallop, the princeſs who 
is with you, and your ſword ſtill ſtained 
with the blood of ſome formidable enemy, 
makes me ſenſible that you are one of the 
valianteſt men in the world in war as well 
as in love; I compliment you on it ; but 
in the adventure you come to attempt, it 
is not enough to be a hero, a man muſt be 
facetious. So I adviſe you to take the 
ſpinning-wheel out of the hands of your 
companion, and to ſpin a little y be- 
fore us, I did not know how to take this 
raillery, when ſhe whom he called my com- 
panion ran to him with open arms, ſaying 
to him: Ah my dear and well-beloved Fa- 
cardin ! fortune at length reſtores you to all 
the impatience of my firſt curioſity. Cryſ- 
talline the Curious, ſays he, puſhing her 
from him, there are other times, other 
cares; it is not your preſent buſineſs : Is 
there a climate in the world but what is in- 
| | formed 


than the firſt had done, he turned 


lip roſe up a vaſt number af floati 


4 17 e FS at the time 
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formed of the conditions of an enchant- 
ment, which this formidable Cheyalicr has 


broke, and what curioſity in the whole world 
which is not ſatisfied ? The good Cry 
talline a ee at this re- 
ception, but ſhe did not lole her courage 
ſhe run with the ſame eagerneſs toward the 
other, but it was with the ſame ſucceſs ; he 
did not vouchſafe ſo much as to look at hex, 


and thruſting her away ſtill more 
coral 


me to ſpeak to me ; he was more beautiful 


than the day, and here is the deſcription of 
his 8 His forehead was girt with a 
Tip of leather in form of a diadem; in 1 


thers ; he wore a cuiraſs of ſhining 
under this cuiraſs a thick leathern apron; 
he held in one hand an awl, in the other 
the form of a ſhoe, and at the end a kind 
of chain compoſed of a little cord, pitched 
all over, hung a ſhocing horn, every thing 


opened his mouth to ſpeak to me, the chin 
came 1 Jo his reſpects to me, I ſaw very 
plainly that this third was not of the ac- 
quaintance of the nymph Cryſtalline, for 
her curioſity had nothing to tell him, ne- 
vertheleſs his figure and dreſs were enou 
to excite the curioſity of any other. He 

| G 2 Was 


was of a very moderate ſize, not to ſay 


It is not likely, ſays the great Facardin, 
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little ; he. wore an helmet which per- 
| repreſented the head of a cock, w 
comb ſerved for a creſt; on each arm he 
had a kind of buckler covered with fea- 
| aying on two egy —_ 
looked exactly like t 
gs + his cuiraſs covered alſo 
with the ſame feathers, formed the ſto- 
mach of the bird ; a thick tuft of long 
feathers turned up as if they roſe out of his 
back, and both his legs were armed with a 
gilt ſpur above the ankle bone; and that 
nothing might be wanting in his reſem- 
blance of that which he was willing to re- 
preſent, he fluttered thrice his bucklers diſ- 
at the form of wings, and thrice 
itated ſo perfectly the crowing of a 
cock, that there was not a hen in the world 
but might be miſtaken. As I could ima- 
gine all that he wanted to ſay, I prevented 
the queſtions they were on the point of 
aſking me, to beg them to tell me in what 
part of the world we were? What ſo many 
figures diſguiſed in ſuch a different manner 
could mean? And why thoſe three in par- 
ticular had taken it in their heads to dreſs 
themſelves fo emblemarically ? 


„ 
| — 
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Lace from the manner, of. ppye 
i 


yourſelf here, you are come 
| ſame deſign, we were the laſt 
before your arrival, it belongs to us 
you, if you would in the 
ture, before you are 
ture of it; if you conſent to it, you ſhall 
be one of us, if not, you ſhall have all that 
is neceſſary to continue your rout elle 
where, I told them, that 1 deſired nothing 
better than to ſignali ze myſelf with them, 
in ſome adventure, let it be what it would, 
and I gave them my word on it. Since 
that is the caſe, ſays he, who wore the 
ſnoeing horn, as'a medal, it belongs to 
me as the laſt comer of the three to receive 
you, to conduct, to inform you of what we 
are about in theſe places, and to begin to 
give you the firſt account of the adventures 
which . me hither; but not if you 
pleaſe, till after you have refreſhed yourſelf 
in one of the pavilions which ſee un- 
der theſe trees, and have ed yourſelf; 
few le are ignorant of the enchant- 
ment of the cryſtal rock, have put an 
end to the adventure of a key-chain in 
delivering the lady there; come get rid of 
32 fatigues, and while ſhe ſpins near you, 
will tell you news of the Genius her 
ſpouſe, which will not fail to ſurpriſe you. 
G 3 This 
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This compliment ended, Meſſieurs, the 
three Chevaliers, aſked for their horſes, and 
ſhowed them to me, decked out with very 
rich trappings. The cock mounted the 
firſt, and I, thought I ſhould have died with 
aughing, when I faw him on horſeback, 
ſuch a figure, and that after having clap- 
ped his wings, he ſet himſelf to crowin 
for his horſe ſtartled at theſe actions, capere 
about in ſuch a manner, that the nymph 
Criſtalline whom they had put on horſc back 
behind me, following the cuſtom of thoſe 
laces, had the vapours ſo conſiderably by 
laughing, that we had all the difficulty in 
the world to bring her to herſelf; as ſoon 
as ſhe had recolleted herſelf, beautiful 
lady, ſays the cock to her, I am infinitely 
obliged to you; but Lam very much afraid 
that it will not at all ſucceed when it comes 
to be trie d. As for you, valiant Chevalier, 
ſays he to me, I adviſe you to take the 
{pinning wheel out of her hands; and to 
P 


in as uſual, as uſual ſays I to him, ac- 
count me a traitor an infamous perſon if I 
ever ſpun in my life. It does not ſignify, 
ſays he, who was 3 my maſter of 
the ceremonies, and who wore the leather 
apron, it is good to practice it. Having 
faid that, he gave orders for the bringing 
the reſt of my equipage, that is to ſay 2 

0 
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other ſpinning-wheel, and that they ſhould 
conduct the gilt ſhallop through the mouth 
of the next river, to the banks where they 
had er=&ed the pavilion. 

As ſoon as we began to march, we be- 
ap Te ro A A 


from head to foot; it was at my 
tongue's end, to aſk them again, what was 
the reaſon of their wearing the diſguiſe of 
the laſt carnival, when the Chevalier of the 
owl, gueſſing what I was about to fay, I 
plainly ſee, ſays he, that it was not a pre. 
meditated deſign, to land here in the equt- 
Page you are in; nor was that the caſe in 
reſpect to us; and ſince you appear ſur- 
priſed at our arms, and equipment, you 
are apparently ignorant of the adventure 
you are about to engage in; I am go! 
to inform you of it, to inſtruct you in 
the particulars, and to ſet before your eyes, 
the dangers and the recompence. 
king of Aſtracan, one of the moſt power - 
ful princes of Aſia, whether conſidered as 
to the extent of his dominions, the mines 
of gold and ſilver they contain, or in fine 
the manufacturies of painted linen, which 
render him famous, believed himſelf the 
moſt unfortunate of all men, in the midſt 
of ſo much grandeur and proſperity, be- 
cauſe he had no children to inherit after 
| G 4 him, 


and well-ſhaped, of a hei ght, and 
Fore bel 
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him. The Queen his wife was pretty, youn 


hed 


2 could no believed the King 
had any cauſe of affliction; as he loved her 
to diſtraction, he took nothing amiſs from 
her, or was offended that ſhe laughed at 
his uneaſineſs from morning to night ; and 
at all the pains he took to procure a ſuc- 
ceſſor, for all the tem les, — all their mi- 
niſters were em K in offering of vows 
and 1 for a bleſſing ſo ardently de- 

fired. The King, who only thought him- 
ſelf culpable of 2 yore continually 
bathed himſelf vent to the waters, 
and in fine, Apo that 1s preſcribed to 
women, to bring on fruitfulneſs; the Queen 


was ready to die with laughing at his vows, 


offerings, and facrifices, which they were 
ſo laviſh of, every where, to no purpoſe 
the worſt of it was, that in fo general a 
conſternation ſhe was the onl pom who 
ſeemed to inſult the public — The poor 
princeſs did not do i it through malice, the 


only fault ſhe had was to de the greateſt 


igler of the age, every thing made her 
2 and nothing could ſtop it; the King 
her ſpouſe had had many wars with neigh- 
bouring princes on this ſubject; for as 
ſoon as they ſent an account of any me- 
lancholy accident, as the death of an _— 
n, 
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79 
with clokes trailing on ground, 
burſting — which made them 
go from the audience to ſend long diſ- 
patches to their maſters, quite full of com- 
plaints and indignation, that the law of na- 
tions, and the majeſty of ſovereigns, were 
violated in their perſons; this di 
increaſi 82 King reſolved, by the ad- 
vice of his council, that ſhe ſhould go a 
ilgrimage to the famous oracle of the cock, 
0-39 wy hay ver as is uſual on thoſe 
occaſions, with a ſmall retinue, and as the 
temple of this oracle is at the gates of 
Fourchimena, the capital of the kingdom 
of Bactria, ſhe went there, diſguiſing her 
name and quality to avoid the ceremonies 
and magnificence of receptions. | 
The King who followed her, incognito, 
was deſirous himſelf to lay open the ſub- 
ject of this journey to the prieſteſs of the 
temple, and while he was conſulting her 
about the Queen's wants, ſhe was ready to 
ſplit her ſides with laughi 


hing, the prieſteſs 
was very much provoked at it, neverthe- 
leſs, after ſome gambols, and contortions, 
the oracle pronounced the following ſen- 
tence on the part of the cock: What the 
ET oi deſires ſhall happen to the pilgrim. 
The pilgrim will * to bed, * 
5 
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me will laugh a good deal in the ſeaſon 
for laughter, which will cauſe the infant to 
laugh.“ The beginning of this anſwer was 
not obſcure at al}, but the end embarraſſed 
a little the conjectures and reaſonings of the 
iſts. Nevertheleſs, the oracle k 
his word, and kept it ſo well, that 
Queen at the end of nine months, brought 
into the world a ſon and a daughter, one 
more beautiful than the other, and both 
of them handſomer than all the infants of 
the world —— re but it I 

r Queen. her life, who died a lau i 
[ri lying-in. The King — er” 
ſelf by the children ſhe left him, and by 
the of being able to breath m his 
Own without being continually deaf- 
ned by immoderate breakings out into 
laughter. But his deſtiny was not to enjoy 
a long time a tranquil happineſs; at the end 
of ſix months, a fire broke out, in the mid- 
dle of the night, in the apartment of his 
dear hopes; he run thither at the firſt a- 
larm, and though every one did their ut- 
moſt after his example, and run acroſs the 
flames to fave his infants, the conflagration 
ſpread ſo faſt, and was fo terrible, that they 
could only get out his daughter, moſt of 
the officers of his houſhold, who to ſhew 
their zeal, ſtayed till the a 
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diſcourſe. The king more dazzled with 
her charms than all his people, and the 
whole court, continually admired himfelf 
in his own. work, and judging her worthy 
of all the crowns in the world, did not in 
the leaſt think of a ſecond marriage to de- 
prive her of his, but as his ſtar did not per- 
mit him to enjoy a perfect happineſs, this 

G 6 won- 


teeth the whiteſt ever ſeen. The 
king who during the infancy of his daugh- 
ter had never ceaſed to offer up his 


mother, would have 


her laugh all day and ni 
was he of a ſeriouſneſs 


ed with — and fire, whoſe whole perſon 
and leaſt motions were accompanied with a 
grace quite lively and animated, had never 
opened her mouth to laugh or ſpeak, and 
it was only when ſhe cried, which was of- 
ten enough, that they ſaw her gums, the 
moſt of colour of vermillion, and her 


to heaven, for not having the fault of her 
given the half of his 
kingdom, when ſhe was grown up, to ſee 


e 


him inſupportable. There 5 
ſpared to make her break a ſilence whic 
ieved the whole world, and to draw her 
m a ſeriouſneſs, which ſeemed to afflict 
her own ſelf, for they ſaw very well by her 
ways that ſhe had been diverted with every 
_ without an y thing making her laugh; 

philofph ers, all the chymiſts, all 
— —— ſinging birds, al the maſ- 
ters of language, and preceptors of all the 
parrots whom they taught to ſpeak, loſt 
their time with her; it was the ſame thin 
in reſpe& to his ſerious one, they had aſ- 
ſembled together all the buffoons and all 


tuated in midſt 
diſtant a little day's journey 
capital, was the reſidence ſhe 
ice of for this exerciſe, ſhe fat 
a horſe than an Amazon, was 
beautiful in a hunting habit than 
Diana herſelf, and without compariſon 
more genteel, | 
day when her of purſuit 
carried her — than ee 
nary, and was fatigued with too muc 
ſlaying or purſuing the inhabitants of the 
woods, ſhe found elf on the brink of 
a river, which run acroſs the foreſt, and the 
very ſame by the mouth of which your 
ſhallop is to join us on the ſhore where we 
are 
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are going; the waters of this river are at 
leaſt as clear as thoſe of the river where 
the [NE WEE eat Alexander had liked to have loft 
as they knew the qualities of them, 

they cit not — * e the deſire the 
rinceſs had to refreſh erſelf ; ſhe flung 
If in all covered with ſweat and duſt, 
without waiting for their erecting the mag- 
nificent pavilion. of ted linen with a 
gold border, which were accuſtomed 
to ſet up on theſe occaſions; all the men in 
her retinue retired a great way off before 
ſhe undreſſed, but two ladies and four 
maids of honour, who by order of the 
Ling her father always ald with her, the 
mo 7 prattlers in the kingdom, 
having jumped into the river, and ranged 
— — near her, the banks of the ri- 
ver and the rocks about preſently reſound- 
ed with the moſt immoderate babling that 
ever was; for my part, I am Ly uaded 
inſtead of learning to ſpeak, hearing 
them talk ſo _ as was the 12 de- 
ſign, ia Fas princeſs tired by their great 
fluency of ſpeech, had made a vow to be 
: —— all her life, that ſhe might not re- 
ſemble them ; however that may be, ſhe 
was preſently obliged to get a new retinue: 
For while the divine princeſs was refreſhing 


the fineſt body in the world in the moſt 


clear 


to praiſing of her; one 

of this river was the moſt — 
world, to ſee the moſt complete beauty in 
the whole world in his bed, without diſco- 
vering the leaſt ſign of life; another cried 
out, that Jupiter was apparently grown 
very old, ſince he did not make uſe of any 
metamorphoſis to pay his homage to a mor- 
nl more claming thin all the goddeſſes; 
he who transformed himſelf into a ſwan 
and into a bull, for creatures who would 
look like kitchen maids, near a beauty 
who ſhone with a hundred thouſand charms 
the muſlin with which ſhe was co- 
vered. It is not known whether it was the 
god of the river, ſtunned with their bab- 
ling, or that of Olympus provoked at 
their inſolence, and deſirous to puniſh them 
for it; but whomſoever it was, the waves 
ruſhed on and carried them away all at 
once, and as ey endured cope tay 
ſhore for fear of being drowned, they ſaw 
behind them a monſter, whoſe enormous 
ſize filled all the ſpace between them _ 
the other ſhore ; it was in vain they a 
ed to climb up the banks of the river, al 
thoug gh the water began v be ſmooth, they 
were drawn in by 


rapidity of the nc 
rent, 
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rent, and preſently ſwallowed down, like ſo 


many frogs, the vaſt mouth of the croco- 
dile who tollowed them cloſe. 

The princeſs who had ſeen the tragical 
end of her ladies and maids of honour, 
was leſs inclined to laugh than ever, as the 
monſter, after having amuſed himſelf in 
having his teeth cleanſed by a certain fiſh 
which follows him every where for that 

urpoſe, came in a direct line toward her ; 
— firſt intention was to leap over the 
banks of the river, by the favour of the 
waves, which had drove her thither already, 
and to take her bow and arrows to defend 
herſelf, and attack the crocodile ; but ſee - 
that all the men who had — through 
— ct before ſhe went into the water, 
were re reaſſembled there at the cries of thoſe. 
unfortunate women, when ſhe wanted to- 
go out, her modeſty judged it not proper 
to expoſe herſelf to their ſight covered n- 
ly with wet gauze; in this extremity pull- 
ing off her ſhift which hindered her from. 
ſwimming at liberty, ſhe made the utmoſt 
efforts to ſave herſelf from the crocodile, 
but as he was not but about ten ſteps from 
her, ſhe deſpaired of eſcaping him, when 
E eiving her ſhift floating on the water, 
e ſeized it, and as he was content with 
this precious booty, he left off n 
e 
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the beautiful princeſs, and diſappeared as 
ſuddenly as they had ſeen him a 

The river which run over its banks while 
he was in it, returned into its channel, that 
made them ſuppoſe that he would not come 
back there at leaſt for this time. The 
princeſs being naked only let her head be 
ſeen above water; all that remained of her 
retinue conſiſted of the men who had run 
thither upon hearing the cries of the poor 
ladies, whom the crocodile had devoured ; 
ſhe made ſigns to get ready one of the ſu- 
perb pavillions at ſome diſtance from the 
river ; as ſoon as that was done, ſhe made 
a ſign to them to retire, to leave her at li- 
berty to go out of the water; ſhe preſent- 
ly got to the pavillion, and having put on 
all her clothes, except her ſhift, ſhe took 
her arms, and having joined her retinue, 
who had retired by her orders, ſhe mount- 
ed on horſeback, and while ſhe repaired to 
the magnificent palace from whence ſhe 
went in the morning, many couriers were 
dif to court to inform the king of 
her adventure. He ſet out directly, all his 
court followed him, and as ſoon as day- 
break he came to a daughter, whom he 
loved more than his life, and the dan 
which ſhe had eſcaped, ſeemed to rende 
her more dear than ever. He cried with 
JoY 
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Joy in OO POWs her, then he ſwooned 
away with terror at the ſtory t as told 
of the crocodile ; he carned back the 
rinceſs the ſame day, for fear he ſhould 
think himſelf of making a ſecond viſit, 
and that he might find means of going out 
of the water, to make the ſame ravage on 
land. The rejoicings which they made in 
the city for the return of the princeſs, and 
her deliverance, were not univerſal ; thoſe 
whom the concern of blood, or * of 
tenderneſs afiected for the beauties which 
the monſter had devoured, were inconſola- 
ble for their loſs; and above all the lovers 
who continually demanded of the king 
permiſſion to go to the banks, and about 
the river to its very mouth, to revenge the 
death of their divinities, by that of this 
vile crocodile : He conſented at laſt, as 
ſoon as he had reſolved to ſend ſome engi- 
neers to the mouth of the river, to ſhut it 
up by ſome work from the approaches of 
this monſter, with orders however to 
along the banks of the river in its 
— the ſea, that might not ſhut 
him in it, inſtead of defending the entry ; 
the adventurers ſerving g for an eſcort to the 
engineers, having ſeparated themſelves into 
two troops, marched on the two banks of 
the river from the wow — the n 
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had appeared the firſt time, and curſed their 
fortune that they had already gone half the 
courſe of the river, without having an 
news of what they ſought after, when 
who went along the bank on the right fide 
met with a moraſs, which obliged them to 
take 4 great tour about, whilſt getting 
themſelves ready for it, they ſaw thoſe who 
marched on the oppolite bank precipitate 
themſelves into the middle of the river, 
they ſaw a piece of linen float, and not 
doubting but their companions had ſeen 
the monſter, they flung themſelves into the 
river after them, and the perfidious croco- 
dile, who lay in ambuſcade in the reeds of 
the moraſs, laid hold of them, and ferved 
them all as he had done their relations or 
their miſtreſſes. The engineers with their 
workmen, who had no buſineſs to ſignalize 
themſelves by actions of valour or raſhneſs, 
returned, without learning any thing of the 
fate of the poor adventurers. While they 
deplored their loſs, as they had done that 
of their deceaſed miſtreſſes, they learns 
that this vile crocodile kept no meaſures in 
the ravages he made; he had made deſo- 
late both fides of the river, by devouring 
the cattle and the ſhepherds, who knowing 
nothing of the adventure, drove their flocks 
thither to water as uſual. Preſently after 


they 
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they found the abundance of proviſions in 
the city, and that profuſion of the moſt 
rare and uncommon things which ſerve for 
the luxury and magnificence of 3 
and which that river brought from all parts 
of the world, diminiſh ; the monſter con- 
cealed, as we have ſaid, amongſt the thick- 
eſt place of the reeds, where he had 
himſelf, with one jump from the moraſs in- 
to the river, ſunk all the veſſels which went 
up it with-their merchandizes, and the mi- 
ſerable wretches who navigated them be- 
came his prey ; one cannot tell whether he 
had ever heard that women are naturally 
more tender than men, but it is certain, he 
had a greater greedineſs for the fair ſex 
than for men. The king of Aſtracan was 
overwhelmed with ſo many misfortunes 
coming upon him one after another, that 
he knew not what to do; nevertheleſs he 
was not acquainted yet with all his misfor- 
tunes. The beautiful princeſs, who at her 
return, out of three hundred and times 
fourteen dozen of ſhifts, which her miſ- 
treſs of the robes had the keeping of, could 
not find even one, could never get a ſingle 
one made that would ſuit her. After hav- 
ing exhauſted the magazines. of city and 
ſuburbs of linen, ſhe was reduced to go 
without a ſhift, which was what ga 


ve her 
more 
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more uneaſineſs, than an 
world ; all the new ſhifts whi 
on, ſeemed as if they 
for thoſe ſhe wore in the da ; eng 
her of any deſire to eat or drin 
ſhe put on at night, of any us ne" pe to 


The King more affected with the grief 
of his daughter than all his other misfor- 
tunes, thought the beſt he could do 
in this extremity was to ſend rich preſents 
by the officers of the crown to the 
oracle of the cock. They were well re- 
ceived by the princeſs of the temple, and 
their preſents ſtill better; but ſhe told them 
that the cock was alread to pay a 
Del 
was in the environs of Mount Atlas, that 
they would have that ſatisfaction, they were 
come to ſeek for, at Fourchimena. Al- 
1 the King their maſter was afflicted 
this delay, his heart did not fail him, 
2 only giving them time to make the 
p preparations, he diſpatched the ſame 
ambaſſadors with three hundred clephants 
loaded with the moſt magnificent painted 
cloth, and the fineſt linen in all his domi- 
nions ; and to render the thing ſtill more 
agreeable in the eyes of the enchanter Ca- 
ramouſſal, he added his country muligto 

it, 
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it, although this muſic, by the rt of 
thoſe who have heard it, is much fitter to 
make people mad, than to divert thoſe who 
are not accuſtomed to it. | 

The prince of Trebizonde was going to 
tell him he knew ſomething of it, but the 
other did not give him time, and going on 
with his ſtory: The grandees of Aſtracan, 
having, ſaid he, ſet out with their painted 
nen and their apes, after having coaſted 
along Cherſoneſus, and croſſed through Ar- 
met they came at laſt to a foreſt, where 
they had liked to have loſt part of the pre- 
Fred they were charged with; I have told 
you that three hundred elephants carried 
each of them a great bale of the richeſt 
painted linen in the whole world, and that 
at the top of each "of theſe bales they had 
put an ape; I do not know what the King 
their maſter expected the wiſe Caramouſſal 
was to do with three hundred apes, but let 
that be as it will, he recommended to 
them, above all things, not to looſe one of 
them. The foreſt which they were to croſs, 
to get to the place, they were to go to, 
was ſo crouded with fallow deer, that it 
obliged them to have recourſe to their mu- 
fic to get a paſſage; as ſoon as it played, 
they ſaw them all ſet up a running, as if 


they were mad, and diſappeared in a mo- 
ment, 
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ment, more frighted, than if all the dogs, 
and pb the huntſmen in the world, had 
been following them; nevertheleſs, this for- 
tunate ſucceſs had liked to have been fol- 
lowed. by a diſmal accident ſomerime after; 
for they were no ſooner in the midſt of the 
wood, which conſiſted of apples, nuts, and 
almond-trees, but all their apes, fprung up 
at one leap from the elephants, to the top 
of the trees, in a moment, only one ex- 
cepted. This ape was the handſomeſt, the 
beſt behaved, and the beſt made of all the 
but ſo melancholly, that the gran- 
des wept more than once during the jour- 
ney, on account of the grief with which 
he ſeemed overwhelmed ; for far from play- 
ing his gambols, » bp dip which 
is companions played, he e great- 
eſt virt of his 8 in — — and when 
he was int ted Aa re accident, they 
ſaw him directly leaning his head his 
hands, and buried in deep thou or 
his hands laid acroſs lifting up his eyes to- 
ward heaven, fetching deep fighs, and ſhed- 
ding tears in fo great ahundance, that it 
was impoſſible for thoſe who obſerved him, 
not to bear him company. He was then 
reading upon his elephant, when the others 
got looſe in the foreſt, made a prodigious 
noiſe and hurly-burly that frightned —— 
ng 
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thing thereabouts; the caravan of the am- 
baſſadors was obliged to ſtop three whole 
days in this wood before they could re- aſ- 
ſemble them : For they did not quit the 
trees to rejoin the company, till they were 
ſurfeited of every kind of fruit, yet they 
did not all return; for there died three 
of an indigeſtion of almonds, and three 
FURY Of > OR; cane by their 2 
ming themſelves with green ap 
3 ing's envoys could wo to 
flay them, and ſtuff their ſkins with ſtraw, 
that there might not be wanting any of 
the number when they ſhould 5 the 
honour to preſent them to the celebrated 
Caramouſſal. As ſoon: as they arrived at 
the foot of the mountain, they ſent to give 
advice of their arrival by a courier; and 
to'know of the enchanter at that time, if 
it was his pleaſure that they ſhould con- 
tinue their way, if it would be agreeable to 
wait upon him, or whether he rather choſe 
they ſhould encamp with their caravan 
thereabouts, while they waited for his or- 
ders, in what manner they ſhould let him 
ſee the preſents they were charged with. 
The courier returned at the end of three 
days, and told them that Caramouſſal was 
not at the place where he generally dwelt ; 
that having retired to very top of 
| Mount 
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Mount Atlas, there were none but their 
which could climb up there, which 


thought proper to advertiſe them of, 
that they might take what courſe _they 
thought beſt. The courſe they took was 
to leave their preſents, and their retinue un- 
der a ſafe at the foot of the moun- 
tain, and to uſe their beſt endeavours to 
get to the place, whither they were inform- 
ed he had retired. They continued their 
march fifteen days, always aſcending by 
the moſt tireſome road that ever was, with- 
out finding any thing but rocks and pre- 
cipies. At laſt, after having curſed, more 
than once, the crocodile who gave them fo 
much trouble, and the preference with 
which they were honoured by this illuſtrious 
employ ; the objects which preſented them- 
ſelves, and the road itſelf appeared leſs 
frightful, although they had continually aſ- 
cended; they found little vallies watered 
by pleaſant brooks, whoſe banks were em- 
belliſhed with flowers, they ſaw birds of 
ſpecies they had never ſeen before, as 
aſcended, and little tents ſpread here and 
their; they had ſix hundred mile ſtill to 
aſcend, and they ſaw nothing but the ſky 
above them, till they met the famous Ca- 
ramouſſal. 


Vol. IL H He 
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He came out of a tent, larger than thoſe 
we had ſeen as we aſcended, which on one 
ſide was ſhaded with a vaſt number of o- 
range-trees, and on the other ſurrounded 


by ' ſeveral machines which ſupported his 
aſtrolabes, teleſcopes, and all the inſtru- 
ments he made uſe of to obſerve the courſe 
of the planets. When he came out of the 
tent, he was accompanied by a man who 
wore his arm in a ſcarf; as they were at a 
loſs which of the two was the perſon they 
ſought, he. advanced toward them, and 
aſked them civilly what the grandees of the 
great king of Aſtracant wanted of Cara- 
mouſſal. At theſe words they proſtrated 
themſelves before him, as they would have 
done before ſome divinity ; for his preſence 
inſpired them with quite a different reſpect, 
than that kind of veneration, which the re- 
port of him ſpread every where, ſeemed to 
exact, they expected to ſee the hideous fi- 

of an enchanter, or at leaſt ſome old 
man with a long beard, quite bowed down 
with age; but they were very much aſto- 


| niſhed to ſee a large man, who, although 


in the decline of life, had a noble air, a 
majeſtic port, and was clothed in the grand- 
eſt manner poſſible. He lifted them u 

immediately ; they laid open their commit. 
ſion, the circumſtances of the misfortunes 
. upon 
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upon which they came to conſult” him, and 
gave him a liſt of the preſents which they 
brought him. After * uietly heard 
them, he conducted them, he gave 
them an anſwer, toward a part of the moun- 
tain from whence they viewed the whole 
ſea, and from whence they might have 
2 the whole = 4 the ſight of — 
been capable of it; they were fri 

at the prodigious elevation rep. — 
themſelves upon, the iſlands which aroſe 
in the ſea a to them like ſo many 
little black ſpots, and the largeſt veſſels 
floating atoms. He then began to ſay: 
I am nothing leſs, than what moſt of thoſe 
who only know me by report, think I me- 
rit to be; it is very true, that a know- 
ledge acquired by long meditations, con- 
tinual ſpeculation, and perhaps the proxi- 
mity of the heavenly bodies, hath given 
me light in all which is moſt infalli- 
ble in aſtrology ; I will tell you, that even 
moſt of the oracles have leſs certainty in 
their anſwers, than there is in my conjec- 
tures and predictions. As for that of the 
cock from whence you have been ſent to 
me, or rather adviſed to ſeek for me in 
theſe places, from henceforth there is no 
further queſtion to be aſked of his divi- 

| H 2 nity; 
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nity ; other cares and other buſineſs em- 
ploy him. 

Obſerve ſays he, the diſtance there is 
from the place where we are, to the waves, 
which dach againſt the foot of the moun- 
tain, if the king your maſter could get to- 
gether three ſpinning- wheels which are diſ- 
perſed in the wall it would not be im- 

ble.to make a cord, which might reach 

m the top of Mount Atlas, where we 
are, to the ſurface of the ſea; this work 
being finiſhed, all his wiſhes would be ac- 
compliſhed, the monſter would diſappear 
for ever ; the princeſs his daughter would 
laugh, ſpeak, and even the very ſpinning- 
wheels would ſpin a ſhift for her, finer 
than that ſhe has loſt, without it's depriv- 
ing her of her appetite by day, or reſt at 
night; but as it is impoſſible for the King 
of Aſtracan to get into his poſſeſſion all the 
three enchanted ſpinning-wheels together ; 
this is what I adviſe you to do to preſerve 
your territories from entire deſolation, and 
to give to the moſt beautiful princeſs in 
the world, what is wanting to make her the 
moſt happy and moſt accompliſhed : Which 
is that you publiſh through all the regions 
of the earth, that whoever will cauſe the 
princeſs to laugh, or overcome the crocodile 

in ſingle combat, ſhall be recompenſed by 
9 having 
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having his choice, either of the adorable 
Mouſſeline, with all the territories of the 
king her father, or all the forces and all 
the power of that king, to aſſiſt him in 
any other conqueſt he may intend. That 
the adventurers may be at liberty, to fight 
the monſter when they have not ſucceeded 
in the other enterpriſe, for it 1s indifferent 
whether they begin with the monſter or the 
princeſs; that ſhe may be acceſſible to all 
thoſe who aſk to ſee her, of whatſoever fi- 
gure, or condition they may be, and in fine 
that ſhe does not fail to a journey for 
two months every year, to expoſe her di- 
vine charms in the different provinces con- 
tiguous to the territories of the king her 
father: Go, illuſtrious grandees, carry to 
the prince who ſent you, the magnificent 
preſents he would have honoured me with; 
Caramouſſal wants no recompence for the 
ſervices he does, but the — a of having 
done them. But if the bow and arrows, 
ſays he, who wore his arm in the ſcarf, 
are among your preſents, or equi ; the 
ambaſſadors who did not mind to look upon 


him before this diſcourſe, turned their eyes 
upon him, and were ready to fall from 
the precipice to ſee him have a mouth ſo pro- 
digiouſly large, that it did not give place to 
the enormity of that of king Firtimbras. 

5 H 3 Cara- 
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Caramouſſal without being ſurpriſed a 
their aſtoniſhment, prevented the proteſta- 
tions the ambaſſadors were going to make, 
that they had neither bow nor arrows, and 
addreſſing himſelf to him who wore his 
arm in a ſcarf; it is not ſo near theſe places 
that one muſt hope to find again thoſe 
arms of which you ſpeak; then having diſ- 
miſſed the gentlemen of the embaſſy, they 
rejoined their caravan with leſs trouble than 
they had to get to the grand Caramouſſal. 
As they had been abſent a long time, they 
reviewed their elephants, the bales of paint- 
ed linen, and the apes; the account an- 
ſwered exactly, except the afflicted ape, who 
had diſappeared for eight days, without 
thoſe whom they had left to guard the 
equipage being able to tell them, after what 
manner, and without getting any intelli- 
gence of him, though they had ſearched 
every where about, The grandees afflicted 
with this loſs, and not being able, at leaſt, 
to find his body, to ſtuff it with ſtraw, as 
they had done thoſe of the ſix others, ſet 
out, to go back tv the king their maſter. 
On the ſixteenth day of their being on the 
road, after having gone a long way about, 
to avoid the wood ſo fatal to their apes, 
there happened an adventure, which em- 

barraſſed them at firſt, although the end 
| afforded 
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afforded them a great deal of joy; they per- 
ceived at a diſtance ſome camels eſcorted by 
a troop of armed men; as the chiefs of this 
troop appeared to be of ſome conſequence, 
and the camels, fo carefully guarded, ſeem- 
ed loaded with ſomething rare or valuable, 
they ordered their muſic to play as ſoon-as 
they came within hearing. At this wretch- 
ed concert, there was neither beaſt nor man 
among thoſe whom they intended to do 
honour to, who was capable to withſtand, 
but eſpecially the camels kicked furiouſly, 
and reared up, and put every thing into 
diſorder; in the dreadful fright they were 
in, they flung upon the ground the bur- 
dens they carried, and theſe burdens in fall- 
ing, opened ſeveral iron cages, from whence 
came out tygers and lions, which did not 
pays the muſicians who were ſenerading, 
or they ruſhed directly upon them, and it 
coſt ſome of them who were not nimble c- 

nough in ſaving themſelves, their lives. 
evertheleſs, the elephants puton a good 
countenance and the a very bad one; 
for while the firſt kept theſe carnivorous 
beaſts in awe by their trunks, the apes filled 
all the air with their frightful ſcreams, and 
ſpoiled all the magnificent painted cloth on 
which they perched ; at this very moment 
the glory of all the apes in the world, 
H 4 coming 
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coming forth from behind a point of a rock, 
by which he was covered, appeared to the 
great aſtoniſhment of the grandees, he was 
armed with a bow and quiver filled with 
arrows, he choſe out one for each tyger, 
and one for each lion, and with an infal- 
lible hit, pierced their hearts one after an- 
other; when he ſaw them lying on the ground, 
he went and dre out the arrows from their 
bodics, ſaluted the grandees, and 2 
ed among the rocks, as ſuddenly as he had 
appeared. I do not know in what manner 
the ambaſſadors and the eſcort of lions and 
tygers ſeparated after this adventure; but 
it is known that the former, on their ar- 
rival at the court of Aſtracant, having in- 
formed the king their maſter of the anſwer 
and advice of the great Caramouſſal, which 
they had brought in writing; the king, by 
advice of his council, and conſent of the 
princeſs his daughter, ſent to publiſh 
through the whole world, the condi- 
tions, on which it was permitted to all 
adventurers, to enter the liſts, and aſpire 
to the poſſeſſion of the moſt beautiful prin- 
ceſs under heaven, and of one of the moſt 
powerful empires on earth. As this re- 
nowned publication had ſpread the rumour 
of the beauty of the princeſs, ſtill further 
than the frightful danger, or the * — 

| | ny 
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larity of the two adventures ſhe had gane 
through, had done; the princeſs did not 
fail to go through all the provinces round 
about for two or three months, every year; 
all thoſe who ſaw her, either in her travels, 
or at the court of the king her father, 
found her beauty vaſtly ſuperior to what 
they publiſhed of it, and many ſeduced by 
ſo much luſtre and ſuch brilliant hopes have 
fell in the trial of their adventures. 

There, Seigneur, ſays the knight of the 
awl, to me, I have told you what brought 
us hither, and the adventure your word 
en you to attempt. On finiſhing this 
reci 2 found ourſelves on 2 — — 
a river, where my eyes were 

the moſt rare, and moſt — t ſpec- 
tacle that could be ſeen. 


HISTORY 


ZENEYDE. 


T 1s not chance which occaſions me to 
addreſs myſelf to you; it is ſtill leſs 
the hope of finding in you that eaſy cre- 
dulity, which makes every one believe what 
one would. I ſuſpe& you rather to be in 
the other extreme; but as I know that you 
are not naturally of ſo bad a diſpoſition as 
they attribute to you, as you have a ſuffi- 
cient memory to retain, what is of moſt 
importance in this narrative; give me onl 

your attention to that, and I diſpenſe with 
you as to the reſt, provided you make ſuch 


a uſe as I deſire 25 hiſtory, which is nei- 
ther made for pleaſure, nor told to amuſe 


you. 
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you. adventures, it is true, are of a 
very ancient date, and will appear, perhaps, 
imaginary ; but it does not ſignity — 
you believe them or not, — you re 
tain them. You know, beſides, how to 
hold your tongue, or rather you are not 
very fond of ſpeaking, this is what I aſk 
of you; for in the thing which I have to 
communicate to you, you will find among 
them ſome which will excite your curioſity, 
and others which will not carry the ap- 
pearance of probability. Give me leave 
to caution you againſt both, and to impoſe 
on you for the he preſent a ſilence, proof a- 


gainſt all ſu For it is not allowed 
you henceforth to mingle — 
with mine, and the leaſt ou interru 


me with, will deprive you of ſeeing me 
ever. I am now going to begin to prevent 
your deſires about what concerns me. 

I am very far from being, what I ap- 
_ to you, I have not been always what 

now am; but I ſhall ſubſiſt as long as 
the world ſhall endure. You have already 
been witneſs of ſome. effects of my power, 
nevertheleſs it is limited, but . more 
extenſive than that of mortals. Hearken 
to me without being frighted ; what you 
have learnt, of what is fabulous in your 


opinion, concerning the Cabaliſts, is nei- 
H 6 ther 
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ther entirely true, nor fictitious; fince it is 
certain that in the ambient air, at the bot- 
tom of the earth, and in the boſom of the 
waters, their are certain intelligences which 
partake of human nature, principally in 
their inclination to malignity, - And theſe 
inviſible ſpirits, inſtead of regulating the 
elements which they inhabit; are often the 
cauſe oß the diſorders, we obſerve in them; 
ſince earthquakes, overflowings of rivers, 
ſtorms, thunders, and whirlwinds are the 
effects of their caprices, and not of thoſe 
natural cauſes, which you philoſophers have 
only perplexed by endeavours to explain. 

d am ſince a certain time one of theſe 
Genii, but oh ye ſtars! the adventure which 
gave me this ſpecies of immortality, was 
tatal to that on which depended the happi- 
neſs of my life, and which coſts me ſharp 
anguiſh, every time the cruel remembrance 
is renewed. At theſe words lifting up her 
eyes to heaven, ſhe fetched ſome ſighs; 
and in ſpite of the effort ſhe made to re- 
ſtrain them, I ſaw the tears run down her 
cheeks, and fall upon her beautiful neck, 
ſo naturally in the midſt of an affecting 
filence, that I was on the point of keepin 
her company. She preſently recovere 
herſelf, and having ſhewn me, by a very 
languiſhing look, that ſhe was not 1 
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fible to my tenderneſs : keep, ſays ſhe, this 
obliging compaſſion to accompany this diſ- 
courſe, you will find in it ſomething to ex- 
erciſe all the emotions of your pity, and 
nevertheleſs believe truly, what I am goin 
to tell you of myſelf, as you ought, 
merit by your diſcretion, Whether you 
give credit to what you are going to hear, 
or that you take me and my hiſtory for 
illuſions, remember you will never be hap- 
py in abuſing a confidence fo advantageous 
to you, At theſe words after having looked 
upon me for ſome time with great atten- 
tion, ſhe advanced toward me, and drawin 
away ſoftly one ſide of my peruke to ſ 
to me in the ear, I was fain to lean myſelf 
againſt her in a pretty familiar manner, 
Her face touched mine, and it ſeemed to 
to be animated with a very lively heat, and 
very different from that inſenſibility I had 
accuſed her of diffuſing upon me when 
ſhe went out of the water. 
Hen breath was pure and ſweet . . . and 
this divinity which I had ſuſpected to be a 
little of the marſhy kind, did not ſo much 
as ſmell of a fog. Why am not I permit- 
ted to reveal all ſhe told me in a confidence 
I have ſo long wiſhed for? But ſhe ſeemed 
to grow tired, and letting go my peruke, 
there would be too much reſtraint, ſays ſne, to 
continue 
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continue my diſcourſe, ſo go out, and 
leave us alone. I turned and not ſeeing 
any perſon in the ſalon, I thought this or- 
der was addreſſed to me; and riſing up 
no, ſays ſhe, don't ſtir ; I ſpeak to ſome of 
my girls, who prattled on the chimney-piece, 
in the goblet of porcelain which you ſee. 
They are not the fairies which wait on 
me, adds ſhe, ſeeing that I ſmiled : the 
three flies who are at preſent on the edge of 
the window, are the girls I ſpeak to you 
of ; you ſhall ſee them preſently under a 
more agreeable figure. Then the maids 
of honour flew away, and their miſtreſs 
continued her diſcourſe in this manner. 
It is not permitted me to read, abſolutely, 
what 1s in the bottom of the heart; bur I 
know almoſt all its thoughts, by the ſud- 


den or violent motions which joy, terrour, 


hatred, or love excite. A certain number 


of Genii, ſubjected to my will, inform me 
of every thing that paſſes for a great way 
about; but my empire hath its limits. I 


make theſe ſubaltern ſpirits take what form 


J pleaſe, and it is by their miniſtry, that I 
know, for example,what paſſes at your court, 
and the character of all thoſe which com- 
poſe it. What knowledge is this, ſays I, 
to myſelf! and what. . . . Peace, ſays ſhe: 


hearken to me. It is ordinary for my emi- 


ſaries 
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faries to make their diſcoveries, in the form 
of flies ; they are in that ſhape more dili- 
gent and leſs obſerved. You may well ſup- 
poſe then, theſe flies who perſiſted in 
coming back as often as they were drove 
away, are nothing elſe but thoſe kind of 
ſpies; but my reign does not hold all the 
ear : for as ſoon as the ſwallows diſappear, 
it is over with me, and as if I was entirely 
annihilated, I don't know what becomes of 
me, till their return; and then without 
knowing how, I find myſelf in my former 
ſtate. There's a ſlight idea of what I am: 
I muſt now tell you what I was. Remem- 
ber always in hearing ſo long a recital and 
full of ſo ſo many extraordinary events, 
that you are not allowed to interrupt it. It 
is twelve hundred years ſince I arrived at 
the court of. . At theſe words putting 
her finger upon her mouth, as I was going 
to interrupt her, take care, ſays ſhe, it is 
the laſt time I put you in mind of it. I 
was, continued ſhe, about twenty years of 
age, when the ambaſſador of the Childe- 
ric carried me to Troyes, then the capital 
of the new monarchy of the French. But 
for the intelligence of things which regard 
my adventures, it is neceſſary to make an 
abridgment of what has paſſed from the 
foundation 
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foundation of this monarchy, to the time 
of which I ſpeak to you. 

You know that the firſt king of France 
was Pharamond, or rather you believe it on 
the credit of hiſtories. Him whom they 
mean, called himſelf Mellaubaudes; and if 
you have an idea of him conformable to 
what they have ſaid of him, either in ro- 
mances, or even in more grave writers, 
you will pretty well deduce from what con- 


cerns his adventures, his character and 


figure. Mellaubaudes, whom, however, I 
ſhall call Paramond, not to diſguſt you 
with this barbarous name, was lord of a 
Petite Pierre, a wild place at that time, 
and inhabited by robbers who plundered 
with impunity all they found not able to 
reſiſt them. Pharamond at their head, 
taking advantage of the diſorder and reyo- 
lutions which threatened the Roman em- 

ire, formed deſigns above his — 
hoe not his ambition. The hope of plun- 
der, and inclination to licentiouſneſs had 
ſo increaſed his party, that he quitted his 
mountains, poured down into Alſace, like 
a torrent, and having ravaged it, paſſed 
the Rhine, and penetrated a great way into 
Franconia. He found there a certain Aſca- 


rian, who having the ſame deſign as him- 
| ſelf, could not ſuffer a rival to eſtabliſh 


himſelf 
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himſelf in theſe cantons. He drove Pha- 
ramond back 1 N # the Rhine, 
who afterward ing attempted to no 

to make himſelf maſter of the 
ba on this fide the river, came at length 
to eſtabliſh himſelf in the countries ſituated 
between Lorrain, Franche-Comte, and 
Champagne; he had no great difficulty to 
make himſelf maſter of them. Gondioche 
the moſt powerful of thoſe who could make 
head againſt him in theſe cantons, wg 
in ſecuring to himſelf Burgundy, whi 
he had taken from the Romans; and far 
from oppoſing the eſtabliſhment of Phara- 
mond, he rather choſe him for a neighbour, 
than them who were his enemies. He 
quickly repented of the aſſiſtance he gave 
him. Stilico, abſolute maſter of the Em- 
pire of the weſt, by ,the weakneſs of Ho- 
norius, beginning to be alarmed at theſe 
revolts, which he had cauſed, to render 
himſelf neceſſary, ſent freſh legions into 
Gaul to quell the murmurs, which aroſe 
againſt him. Curio who commanded them, 
attacked Gondioche who was ſcarcely ſettled 
in his new dominions, drove him quite out 
of them, and obliged him to ſhut himſelf 
up 1n the capital of the Burgundians, with- 
out Pharamond, of whom, in vain, he im- 

a 
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about him. He ſent to him for the laſt time 
to reproach him fort his ingratitude, and 
thought of nothing but defending, to the 
laſt exremity, ſomething more precious in 
his eyes, than his kingdom, or even his 


life itſelf, which was incloſed within the 
ramparts of Dijon. Pharamond who had 
given time to the Romans, to weaken them- 
elves in ruining his neighbour, feared they 
would turn their arms againſt him with the 
like ſucceſs, if he permitted them to op- 
reſs him entirely; wherefore leaving to 
is ſon Claudio the purſuit of the con- 
queſts he had begun on the fide of Cham- 
agne, he re- aſſembled all the forces, made 
orced marches againſt the Romans, ſur- 
priſed them; and having forced their camp, 
their defeat was ſo entire and ſo bloody, 
that the only priſoner they made, was the 
unfortunate Curio. The conqueror loaded 
with the ſpoils of the Romans, entered tri- 
umphant into the city they had delivered, 
ſurrounded with eagles and faſces, and 
dragging after him the Roman Ir 
loaded with irons. The ſuddenneſs of ſo 
great a victory prevented Gondioche in his 
deſign of ſharing it with him; he had only 
time to receive is deliverer at the gate of 


the city. Hitherto the acclamations and 
praiſes of a people, he had juſt delivered, 
were 
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were the ſole objects of his attention, but 
on arriving at the palace whither Gondioche 
had conducted him; he ſaw the beautiful 
Roſemonde, and he was ſmitten with her. 
It was the ordinary effect which beauty pro- 
duces, the memory of which is ſtill pre- 
ſerved among mankind. You are about to 
ſee if his memory hath deſerved to be e- 
ternized by other paſſages of his life. Pha- 
ramond arrived there, all covered with glory, 
acquired by the defeat and diſgrace of the 
Romans. What a f. for a ſoul pre- 
33 with a mortal hatred againſt them 
oſemonde was not inſenſible, he appeared 
in her eyes, as a hero, a god, or 2 
charming of mortals : Here's the deſerip- 
tion of him as he was at that time, for there 
remained a portrait of him at the court of 
Childeric when I arrived there. He was 
ſhort, but very luſty ; his ſhoulders were 
high, his ſhape ſhort, and his arms long; 
his face was very near as his ſhape, far from 
any thing great or fierce — As to 
his dreſs; he wore a turban ornamented with 
three great feathers of a cock; a cloak of 
green cloth, which fell down no lower than 
his waiſt, covered a little buff- coat of the 
ſame length. To this cloak was faſtened 
a hood of violet coloured velvet, which 
hung between his ſhoulders, and wx 
ittle 
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little ſhamey buſkin boors which only reach- 
ed to the middle of his legs. There ſays 
I to myſelf, the little Mellaubaudes is nobly 
ſet out, and with a very auguſt air to in- 
ſpire one with love, and it muſt be, that 
the beautiful Roſemonde was not. . . . The 
beautiful Roſemonde, continued the nymph, 
(as I had ſaid) was charmed with him, 
notwithſtanding the ridiculous figure, you 
conceive from the true rait I have 
drawn of him: And the ſoul of Phara- 
mond ſuſceptible enough, notwithſtandin 

its ferocity, could not ſee there the mo 

complete perſon in the world, in reſpect to 
beauty, without being inflamed. Gondio- 
che obſerved-it, but he did not think that 
the perſon of Pharamond would have the 
ſame effect upon her; he ſighed with grief 
and jealouſy, at a time that a deſire of ven- 
geance revived the hatred and reſentments 
of Roſemonde againſt the Roman name : 
She gave a looſe to herſelf, and arming her 
beautiful eyes with all their darts, and turn- 
ing them toward Pharamond : King of the 
French, ſays ſhe, crown what RoE monde 
owes you to day for her liberty and life ; 
by a gift, which will be to her ſcarcely leſs 
agreeable than either of them. I aſk of 
you, the general of the Roman, to make me 
the arbiter of his deſtiny. Pharamond, _= 
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had given up himſelf to her, did not re- 
fuſe her his priſoner. They brought the un- 
fortunate Roman, whom Gondioche could 
not ſce in ſo dif a ſituation without 
ving orders to take off his irons. Stay, 
— ſays the fierce Roſomonde, you 
have too Bas ſhare in the misfortune of 
him who put you into the condition, out 
8 want to draw him, to have 
right to do him this generous office: Let 
— ſhut him up, ſays ſhe, in the dun- 
geons, till I am determined upon what kind 
of puniſhment he ſhall ſuffer. The poor 
Curio did not degenerate at all; and — 
ing his dif; and his ſentence with a firm- 
nels worthy of ancient Rome, did not 
vouchſafe ſo much as to turn his eyes to- 
ward her, who had given this eruel order. 
Tournaments, and feſtivals; which Pha- 
ramond loved to exceſs, were the marks of 
the gratitude of Gondioche ; but he gave 
them with reluctance to a man whom he 
began to hate: For Roſemonde gave him 
the moſt valuable things, and did not re- 
ſtrain herſelf. Pharamond, maſter in the 
court of Gondioche, had no longer any re- 
— d for his preſence; he could not bear 
m, and retired under a pretence of re- 
aſſembling his troops: Nevertheleſs, theſe 
two lovets ſo different in their figure, and 
ſo 


( 166 ) 


fo like in their inclinations, often preferred 
barbarous ures to the tenderneſs of a 
new paſſion. The luxury of the Romans 
which had introduced into — armies what 
could ſerve for pomp and public ſhews, 
had furniſhed them with gladiators ; they he- 
held the bloody combats with greedineſs, and 
— 9 yr would not have been ſatisfied, if 
had not informed Pharamond that they 
had found Bont 4 gers in the camp of 
Curio. Then it was ſaid, that the name of 
theſe cruel beaſts awakened all the cruelty 
of inhumanity. She appeared tranſported 
vwith it, and lifting up her eyes to heaven, ye 
juſt Gods, cried ſhe, I return you than 
for the means you offer me of revenging 
the death of mine! I have no occaſion to 
deliberate any more, happy, if with Curio 
I could ſacrifice all the Romans to the manes 
which I hope to appeaſe by this ſacrifice. I 
ſwear they ſhould periſh with him, and 
ſhould have no other burial- place, but the 
entrails of beaſts. Let him — ſays ſhe, 
that in three days he ſhall be expoſed to 
lions, and that I only defer his death, that 
he may for a longer time feel the horror of 
the puniſhment which attends him. What 
devil, ſays I to myſelf, could poſſeſs this 
Fury. . . I was going to tell you, con- 
rinued the beaurful ul Naid; nevertheleſs, 
adds 
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adds ſhe ſmiling, you ſee I gueſs right e- 
upon what you are thinking; but I 
muſt have your attention a little, and di- 
greſs from my ſubject to tell you about the 
inhumanity of Rolemonde. 

She was the daughter of Ate, who had 
given her in age to Radagaiſus. Theſe 
two conſiderable and powerful men in that 
por of Gaul, which extends along the 

ſelle, had made an inſurrection againſt 
the Romans; and having correſpondence 
in Treves, they had called in Gondioche to 
Join them to ſurpriſe this city. The ſon of 
Stilico gove theſe provinces at that 
time, and was ſettled at Treves; he tho- 
roughly ſeconded the deſign which his fa- 
ther had to raiſe troubles in the empire on 
this ſide. He was cruel and yoluptuous, 
a mixture of qualities very proper to dif- 
guſt the people who were under the Roman 
yoke: Nevertheleſs as his outrages and 
cruelty made him hated of every body, 
every place was full of his ſpies. He was 
informed of what was contriving in the 
city; and after having, by torture, made a 
thorough diſcovery, of the conſpiracies of 
thoſe he had ſeized, he put things into a 
condition to receive Ate and Radagaiſus. 
They, deceived by ſigns, repaired with haſte 
to a gate which was kept open for mew, 
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and entering the firſt, delivered themſelves, 
imprudently, to their enemy. They were 
ſeized, and half of their troops having en- 
tered, they were ſhut in; and having put 
them all to the ſword ex the too'clicks, 
they marched after the reſt, who met with 
the ſame treatment, a ſmall num- 
ber, who eſcaped by the favour of the 
night, or the wearineſs of thoſe who had 
killed their ions. But the cruelties 
which the priſoners ſaw themſelves expoſed 
to afterward; gave them room to envy the 
fate of thoſe who were killed in the firſt 
fury of the onſet. They expoſed them ſe- 
veral days as a ſpectacle in the amphithea- 
tre, to the Roman ſoldiers, or they were 
devoured by the beaſts, or died fighting 
one with another as gladiators. Neverthe- 
leſs, although the ſon of Stilico made ſome 
miſerable victims of his cruelty, he ſpared 
Ate and Radegaiſus to carry to Rome as a 
ſignal proof of his victory. Roſemonde at 
the news of their defeat, felt the moſt 
lively grief and deſpair; ſhe was ſo tran- 
ſported with it, as not to fear putting herſelf 
in the power of the moſt paſſionate of men 
to endeavonr to ſoften him in their favour. 
The treatment thoſe unfortunate people met 
with whom they had taken, made her fear 
ſomething fatal to thoſe who were 4 — 
thors 
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thors of the revolt. She had married Ra- 
dagaiſus, and loved him extremely, but the 
affection ſhe bore her father went ſtill be- 
yond that. As ſoon as ſhe appeared before 
Stilico's fon, to ſee her, love her and form 
a _ to poſſeſs her, were one and the 
i 


ſame ching to him; he lifted her up from 
his feet, where ſhe had flung herſelf; and 
having given the firſt moments to the ad- 
miration of her beauty, and a certain re- 
ſpect the ſex imprints, when it hath this 
rare advantage; he preſently let her know 
at what price ſhe muſt hope for the life of 
thoſe for whom ſhe came to intercede. The 
fierce Roſemonde, felt all the hatred, with 
which ſhe was prejudiced againſt the Ro- 
man name, increaſe upon knowing his 
en and forgetting the danger of 
er relations, and emotions of her indig- 
nation, ſhe anſwered the Roman, only by all 
the marks of the moſt outragious contempt, 
which only irritated his anger, and aug- 
mented his deſires. He gave her the re- 
mainder of the day to conſider of it, and 
proteſted that the leaſt refuſal ſhe ſhould 
make the next day to comply with his pa 
ſion, ſhould be the ſentence of her huſ- 
band and father; that nevertheleſs ſhe 
ſhould be allowed to conſult both of them 
upon a reſolution which ought to be indif- 
Vor. II. I ferent 
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ferent to him. It would too much leng- 
then my ſtory, in this place, to tell you all 
that paſſed, and all the tender, and affect 
ing things which were ſaid at this ſorrow- 
ful interview. The fatal time, which was 
allowed Roſemonde was almoſt. expired, 
without her having formed any other reſo- 
lution but that of dying with thoſe: ſhe 
loved ; an extremity leſs ſevere than that 
of living and being ſeparated from them for 
ever. He, who was ſent to know the laſt re- 
ſolution of Roſemonde, received nothing but 
imprecations againſt his maſter. At this 
anſwer the adminiſtrator of the governor's 
will commanded the priſoners to be ſtript, 


and whipped, and then to be dragged to 
the amphitheatre, to be given up to the 
beaſts. The readineſs with which they o- 

ed him, did not give time to the af- 
flicted Roſemonde to come to herſelf ; ſhe 
ſaw herſelf ſeized by the ſoldiers to be wit- 
neſs of the puniſhment of two perſons whom 
ſhe loved more than her life. Judge what 
a condition ſhe was in, when ſhe ſaw her 
father, and her huſband ſtripped, ready to 
undergo all the horror of an ignominious 
death. She could not bear the ſight of it, and 
juſt as the executioners lift up their arms 
to them : Stop, cned ſhe, may I be car- 


ricd to the tyrant? At theſe words, with- 
out 


em) 
out regarding any thing, but the fri 
image of the puniſhment which m 


e her 


groan, or rather nothing ſeemed infamous. 
or horrible, but the condition in which ſhe. 
ſaw what was moſt dear to her in the world; 

but while ſhe took ſo odious a ſtep to ſave. 


them, the Roman entirely given up to the 
tranſports of a fortune ſo little expected, 
had orgot to ſuſpend his former ſentence 
and thoſe who were charged with the exe- 
cution of his orders, too much in a hurry 


to obey them, did not know, that the un- 


fortunate Roſemonde had obtained the par- 
don of her father and her huſband. Both 
of them were torn to pieces by beaſts, after 
having undergone all the infamy of the 
former puniſhment. She had not time to 


reflect upon the diſmal and horrible ſituation 


ſhe found herſelf in, upon this news. The 


Roman garriſon went out to ſee this bloody 


1 in the amphitheatre, and durin 

is time the city roſe up in arms, nod har 
facred all the Romans which remained there, 
and the governor had only time to eſcape 
their fury by flight. Gondioche appeared 
at the ſame time, and finding the Roman 


cohorts, obſtinately bent upon forcing the. 


gates of the city, which the conſpirators 
ad ſhur, he fell upon them, cut them in 
pieces, entered the city, gave it up to be 
| I 2 plun- 


ightful 
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nr g his troops, and of all the booty, 
eeping nothing for himſelf but the worſt 
thing in it, he eſpouſed the unworthy Roſe- 
monde, and carried her with him to his 
dominions. 

There's the ſubject of the reſentments, 
to which ſhe ſacrificed the unfortunate Curio, 
as ſhe had ſworn. Pharamond not only con- 
ſented to this cruelty, but applauded as 

ety the revenging upon an innocent per- 
Bu da a Pfather, and a | 
band, ſhe who had ſo well recompenſed the 
ilty. Gondioche, nevertheleſs, who had 
n en them both amidſt the pleaſures 
he enjoyed in love and cruelty, had re- aſ- 
ſembled all his troops, and marched to pu- 
niſh a faithleſs woman, and revenge him- 
ſelf on a perfidious perſon, who had aſſiſted 
him with no other view but to violate the 
laws of hoſpitality, and to give him laws 
in his own territories; but the fortunate 
Pharamond defeated his troops, killed him 
with his own hand, made himſelf maſter of 
all his dominions, was received by Roſe- 
monde, as if he had triumphed over the 
eateſt of her enemies, and with the ſame 
Fand he made bloody with the death of her 
huſband he received his own. While theſe 
things paſſed among the Burgundians, the 
reputation of Clodio ſpread as far as his 
conqueſts, 
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conqueſt. He made himſelf maſter of Cha- 
lons, Rheims and Troyes, and had under- 
taken the ſtrongeſt place the Romans poſ- 
ſeſſed. So much glory raiſed the jealouſy 
of Pharamond, the hatred and envy of Roſe- 
monde. She was brought to bed of a ſon, 
doubtful whether Gondioche's, or his ; ſhe 
was deſirous he ſhould reign : She found 
Pharamond inclined to bad impreſſions, and 
all the jealouſy ſhe wanted to fill him with. 
Clodio received an order to ſuſpend the 
progreſs of his arms tili the arrival of his 
father; he did not obey, becauſe his eme- 
mics were going to attempt the ſuccour of 
a place he was on the point of taking. He 
forced it, and the ſucceſs did not at all di- 
miniſh the crime of his diſobedience they 
charged him with. His father advanced 
by long marches; his laſt victory increaſed 
his jealouſy, and Roſemonde who govern- 
ed his underſtanding as well as his heart, 
had no great difficulty, to perſuade him 
that a young inſolent man, ſwelled with 
glory and proſperity, the riſing ſun whom 
the people and the ſoldiers adored, and 
who already thought he had a right to diſ- 
his father and his king, would not 

be long before he would be tired of wait- 
ing for his crown. There needed no more 
to determine a man capable of ſuch ſenti- 
I 3 ments 
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ments and deſigns of which he accuſed his 
ſon. Clodio, nevertheleſs was ſo far from 
it, that he quitted the army, and repaired 
with all haſte to his father; how was he 
ſurpriſed when he ſaw himſelf put under 
an arreit by his order, inſtead of the praiſes 
and carefſes he expected from him. He 
ſpoke in his juſtification with ſo much 
grace and boldneſs, that Pharamond who 
could not convict him, perceived his jea- 
louſy and hatred increaſe for his innocence 
and the injury he did him. It was not fo 
with Roſemonde, her heart was changed 
toward him, as ſoon as he appeared and 
ſpoke to her. . . . The foible of her ſoul 
was glory, and ſhe found it quite otherwiſe . 
charming in a figure like that of Clodio, 
than ſhe had done in Pharamond, who be- 
came odious to her, and as impetuouſly 
ruled all the emotions of her heart; ſhe re- 
ſolved to get rid of him, without conſider- 
ing whether that would conduct her to the 
completion of her deſires. Fortune ſaved 
her that crime, Pharamond died of an apo- 
plexy that very night. Roſemond drawn 
by her new intatuation, and full of confi- 
dence in a beauty which nothing hitherto 
had reſiſted, appeared before the eyes of 
Clodio, with all the charms ſhe was mil- 
treſs of, and made a merit of deteſting the 


In- 
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injuſtice and ſeverity of her huſband who 
had juſt expired, to make the beſt of ſo 
unreaſonable a hurry ſhe ſeemed to be in. 
The fon of Pharamond looked upon her 
with admiration; but the horror he had 
conceived” for her cruelties, the rumour of 
which had even come to his ears, defend- 
ed him againſt her charms. He would not 
however truſt himſelf with ſeeing her a- 
gain ; and without puniſhing her with the 
rigour they adviſed him to, and which all 
her wicked actions, of which ſhe was ac- 
cufed, deſerved, he contented himſelf with 
ſhutting her up in the wildeſt part of the 
foreſts of Ardena, where in the horror of 
a remorſe, and weakneſs, occaſioned by a 
long impriſonment, ſhe ended her days mi- 
ſcrably, little lamented in the laſt misfor- 
runes of her life, and leſs regretted after 
her death. Such were the adventures and 
charafter of two perſons famous, without 
doubt, in hiſtory ; but in a manner very 
different from that I am about to tell you, 
As to Clodio, after having ſecured what his 
father had uſurped or conquered in Bur- 
gundy, and diſpoſed of things in ſuch a 
manner that it was not in the power of 
Roſemonde's ſon, ever to diſpute his ſuc- 
ceſſion to his father, he marched with great 
haſte toward the city of Troyes, he did not 
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make any long ſtay there; and not find- 
ing employment on that fide, he carried 
his arms elſewhere, and made new con- 
queſts, which he did not poſſeſs in peace. 
The famous Aẽtius, general of the Ro- 
mans, began to re-eſtabliſh every where 
the affairs of the Empire ; and Clodio, the 
moſt powerful of thoſe who had newly eſta- 
bliſhed themſelves upon its ruins, gave way 
every where, where this great general ap- 
peared at the head of his forces; he was 
willing however to try his fortune near 
Tongres, to which place he had marched 
his army againſt this formidable enemy ; 
but it proved ſo adverſe to him in a bat- 
tle, where he had collected all his forces, 
that he abandoned to the conqueror, not 
only the field, but the greateſt part of the 
country he had conquered and droye back 
into his own dominions he was obliged to 
ſtay there, at reſt, ſeveral years. It was in 
this peaceable interval, he married Clotilda, 
1 %% of Gondioche and Roſemonde; 
ſhe had nothing of her mother; a great 

deal of nature and modeſty, and ve 
little beauty eſtabliſned her merit wich 
Clodio, who ſeemed at that time to avoid 
or fear nothing ſo much, as thoſe whom 
beauty diſtinguiſhed the moſt; that taſte 
had not always reigned in hum. Troyes, 
| one 
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one of his firſt was the only 
place where he was affected by love. This 
city being defended to the laſt extremity, 
without accepting the moſt honourable con- 
ditions, was at laſt ſtormed; and Clodio in 
the boiling heat of youth, and the firſt 
emotions of his anger, was reſolved to de- 
ſtroy every thing with fire and ſword, when 
Gertrude, the governor's daughter, found 
favour with this irritated conqueror. She 
was fair, her boſom was beautiful, an ex- 
treme gracetulneſs accompanied her perſon, 
and in her ps 9 — ſhined all 
the advantages of you reigned in- 
nocence and modeſty ; her fearful looks 
which ſhe darcd not for a time turn 
toward Clodio, had ſomething ſo affecting 
in their humility, that they obtained what 
they aſked, and that which they did not 
aſk. Her life and liberty, with thoſe of a 
people ready to experience all the deſola- 
tions of war, was not all that the fon of 
Pharamond granted her. He was amiable 
in his perſon, and covered with ſo much 
ory at his age, what heart could refiſt 
im? Gertrude, however, did not ſur- 
render for a long time; the inſeparable re- 
ſpect which always accompanies true love, 
ks of it, which 
Gertzude: In 
the 
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the mean while the ſcrupulous delicacy” of 
her ſentiments did not allow her to make 
any returns by any way which would offend 
her modeſty. The diſproportion was great 
between their births and conditions; ne- 
vertheleſs, the reſiſtance of Gertrude, found- 
ed upon the nobleneſs of her ſentiments, 
and the auſterity of her virtue, took place 
of every thing. He promiſed to marry her 
as ſoon as he ſhould be at his liberty, by 
the conſent or death of his tather. He de- 
parted with regret for new conqueſts, car- 
rying off no favours from an adored miſtreſs, 
but the hope of poſſeſſing her by lawful 
means, and what the moſt tender words, 
ſighs and tears gave him of conlolation at 
his departure. Gertrude ſeemed at the 
height of her wiſhes when her lover had at. 
laſt declared he would marry her; every 
thing flattered her tenderneſs for him, and 
this tenderneſs accorded with her honour : 
nevertheleſs in the midſt of ſo much hap- 
pineſs, ſhe / appeared often overwhelmed 
with deep ſorrow ; and in thoſe delightful 
hours in which two perſons who mutually 
love forget all the reſt of the world, a diſ- 
mal melancholly robbed her of thoſe de- 
lights her heart would otherwiſe have felt. 
As ſoon as Clodio departed, inſtead of re- 
ceiving thoſe homages and reſpects her new 

turn 
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turn of fortune, and the rank ſhe now 
held brought her, ſhe impoſed on herſelf 
a voluntary exile, and would have only the 
ſecret pleaſure of being worthy of what ſhe 
refuſed. There was then near Troyes an 
extraordinary woman who paſſed for a ma- 
gician ; ſhe was called Alboflede. 

This woman had fixed her dwelling in an 
iſland formed by the Seine, two leagues 
above Troyes; her houſe ſituated on the 
bank of the river, jutted out, upon a ga- 
lery ſupported by marble pillars, over the 
water; under that there were conveniencies 
for bathing. A garden full of curious flowers, 
and ornamented with the moſt ſcarce plants, 
carefully cultivated, extended along the 
river. Little magnificence, but the arrange- 
ment and extraordinary propriety rendered 
the whole very delicious, in its ſimplicity, 
There was only one domeſtic with her, 
that was viſible, and nevertheleſs there were 
all the cogveniencies of life without know- 
ing how, or by whom they were ſerved. 
It was in this inchanted ſolitude that Ger- 
trude was deſirous to get rid of the com- 
merce of the world, during the abſence of 
her lover; ſhe could haye only one of her 
women, and none but a brother whom ſhe 
tenderly loved was permitted to ſee her. 
Alboflede had a friendſhip for the „ , 
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her gueſt, ſome were of opinion, that ſhe 
had taught her magic, others that their en- 
gagements were of another nature, and 
that Gertrude was her daughter ; which 
did not appear credible, ſince Alboflede 
was ſo very deformed and ugly, nor did 
any body remember otherwiſe. | 
She was, as it is ſaid, the daughter of 
an ancient druid very learned in logy, 
who having calculated her nativity, found 
ſhe would ſurpaſs all women in beauty and 
bgehtneſs. This laſt article appeared too 
Min z and having in vain turned, over and 
over again, all his books in hopes of find- 
ing himſelf miſtaken, he always found it 
ſo, and was tempted to drown this future 
beauty, to ſpare himſelf the uneaſineſs of 
ſeeing one day a daughter arrive to that 
high degree of coquetry her ſtar promiſed ; 
but the druid did not know that it was in 
reſpect to her body that her favourable de- 
ſtiny had fixed ſo much lightneſs. In the 
mean time, this beauty became fo excel- 
lent, that all thoſe who ſaw her, were ſtruck 
with amazement ; but no body had a greater 
opinion of it than herfelf. Her father who 
knew it, judged that this conceit, was the 
firſt effect of her fatal inclination to en- 
agements,; and willing ſhe ſhould receive 
advantage from even this nr. 
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he warned her that even the preſervation of 
her charms, depended upon her cruelty, 
and that the firſt ni rats of love ſhe 
was engaged in, would render her as 

as ſhe was handſome, that the only Bo. 
to avoid this misfortune was to ſhun all 
men: that, to be able to avoid them ſhe 
muſt not give them time to ſpeak, and that 
as ſoon as ſhe amuſed herſelf in hearkening 
to them, ſhe would find it very difficult to 
keep from believing them. There did not 
ſeem neceſſary ſo many leſſons for a perſon 
who deſpiſed every body bur herſelf. The 
danger however that ſhe was told the cor- 
reſpondence with men threatned her charms 
with, gave her ſome alarm; in vain a croud 
of lovers every day addreſſed her; in vain 
was ſhe the reigning toaſt, and in vain 
was her name carved on every tree; no- 
thing ſhe regarded but the luſtre of her 
own fine eyes; and ſhe knew how to 

rid of this clamour of her ſighing lovers, 
who perpetually beſieged her, either by her 
ſeverity or ſhunning them. Her reſpect- 
ful lovers died languiſhing, without making 
a great to do aboutit, but there were 
ſome bold and importunate ones who put 
her to ſome trouble. She was tired at 
laſt of being addreſſed fo much againſt her 
inclination, and of being periecuted by the 

riv 


leaſed. One day while ſhe was combin 
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rivals of her own beauty while ſhe was em- 
ployed in contemplating it in ſome calm 
wave. She grew ſo angry at it, that ſhe 
renounced all the world to enjoy quiet! 

the unthankful pleaſure of adoring herſelf, 
and wandering about in wild places. Love 
was offended at it, and reſolved to revenge 
the lovers ſhe abandoned, by the moſt ſen- 
ſible misfortune that could happen to her. 

Of a thouſand charms which ſhone in 
her perſon, the leaſt was that of her hair; 
it was however of the fineſt colour in the 
world, ſo long and fo thick that ſhe could 


make it cover her body all over, when ſhe 


it on the bank of a river where ſhe was 
bathing, a ſtag whiter than mow, purſued 
the huntſmen, darted into the water ; 
and while his purſuers were ſeeking out for 
a place that was fordable, he ſwam acroſs 
the river and came and laid himſelf down 
gently by her. He appeared unable to go 
any further through wearineſs, and ſeemed 
to aſk her protection by ſorrowful and 
languiſhing looks. Never did any thing 
appear to her ſo beautiful or ſo deſerving of 
pity. She put her hand upon him to careſs 
and comfort him; but ſhe no ſooner touch- 
ed him, but ſhe ſaw him change into a 
man. Her furpriſe held but a moment; 
but 
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but in the danger which threatened her, 
ſhe had recourſe to the only infallible means 
ſhe thought there was of ſecuring herſelf. 
She was almoſt naked, and ſhame adding 
ſwiftneſs to her uſual nimbleneſs, ſhe flew 
inſtead of running, bur it is ſaid, that this 
raſh lover to whom love had lent the ſwifteſt 
wings, ſtill retained the quality of a ſtag, 
for all the nymph could do was to keep 
three or four ſteps before him. The wind 
blew her hair about during this precipitate 
courſe, but ſhe was too jealous of the leaſt 
of her beauties to ſee in ſo prophaned 
by the eyes of her follower; and flinging 
herſelf into the firſt wood ſhe came to, to 
t out of his ſight, ſhe run into the fatal 
are, ſhe was deſirous of avoiding. She 
had ſcarcely advanced ſome ſteps in it, but 
her fine hairlaid hold of every buſh in her 
way, every briar retained enough to make 
the fortune of an humble lover, but he who 
followed her was not enough ſo, to content 
himſelf with theſe precious ſpoils. She was 
at length ſtopped by the branches of a tree, 
where all her hair was entangled, do what 
ſhe could by intreaty, threatening, and de- 
fending herſelf, the misfortune was, him to 
whom ſhe ſpoke was not a looſer of the op- 
rtunity; he did not love her enough to 
car her, and thought her too 2 to 
oe y 
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obey her. At length the cruel of love, 
we was Xfirous of N —1,og boy de- 
livered her up entirely to her deſtiny. I 
will not tell what moroſe people at that time 
faid in relating this hiſtory, ſhe did not 
break her heart about this adventure, and 
that the misfortune did not appear to her ſo 
great but ſhe could comfort herſelf upon it, 
if it had not coſt her all her charms, but 
after this loſs, life became odious to her, 
ſhe avoided the fountains, as much as ſhe 
ſought after them before this horrible change 
and nevertheleſs a change which made her 
ſhed ſo many tears was purely imaginary. 
The father of Alboflede, had deceived 
her to make her wiſe, all the menances with 
which he had threatened her with, the loſs 
of her beauty if ſhe loſt her innocence, 
were ſuppoſed misfortunes, ſhe never glit- 
tered with more charms than ſince ſhe 
thought ſhe had loſt them. She had not 
endeavoured to be undeceived; and inſtead 
of clearing it up, all thoſe country mirrours 
where ſhe had paſſed ſo many ſweet mo- 
ments in amuſing herſelf were become her 
greateſt averſion. She wept day and night, 
a misfortune which only ſubſiſted in her 
imagination, but are there any misfortunes 
greater than thoſe of this nature. The 
tarics at length had pity on her, and * 
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of relieving her, completed her ill-fortune. 


She met one of them,in the heighth of her 
defpair, who to comfort her, promiſed to 
t her whatever gift, ſhe ſhould aſk of 
er; but at the ſame timed warned her to 
take care what ſhe aſked, becauſe when 
once obtained, the decree was irrevocable. 
Alas ! what new ſnare for the unfortunate 
Alboflede ! could ſhe dream of any thing 
elſe than that which continually occupied 
her thoughts. She was defirous. . . to be 
changed trom head to foot, and that her 
figure ſhould be rendered as differeat as it 
poſſibly could be. It was granted her, and 
{he had ſcarcely finiſhed ſpeaking, when ſhe 
became fo frightful, that the fairy was 
trighted at her and run away. A little 
time after this metamorphoſis, another fairy 

reſented herſelf in her way, as ſhe was 
ceking for ſome place to admire herſelf in. 
This fairy alſo offered her a gift ; ſhe would 
{carcely ſtop to form a wiſh, ſhe was in ſo 
ſo great a hurry, The favour ſhe at length 
aſked, was to live, in all the beauty ſhe 
as in, as many years as ſhe had hairs on 
r head. The little god ſhrugged up her 
ſhoulders, but ſhe could not diſpenſe with 
granting it. She was no ſooner confirmed, 
as ſhe thought, in the poſſeſſion of a beauty 
which ſhe — 
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prodigious quantity of hair and which ſhe 
thought would return toher with hercharms, 
that ſhe run in a violent hurry to the firſt 
fountain, to enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeing 
herſelf again after ſo long an abſcnce : 
but ſhe ſaw nothing but an old woman 
ſo wrinkled, and ſo ill-favoured, that it 
ſhocked her. This figure which repre- 
ſented every thing that was diſguſting 
in decrepidneſs, had for all its ornament, 
three ugly grey hairs on the head; ſhe did 
not at firſt call to mind this frightful por- 
trait; but when ſhe ſaw in it the very 
ſame action, her aſtoniſhment cauſed her 
to make, ſhe did not doubt, at all, of her 
misfortune, and ſhe was ready to fall into 
the water ſhe went to admire herſelf in, as 
ſoon as ſhe knew it. At length, having 
renewed the firſt expreſſions of grief 
which ſhe had uttered on the loſs of her 
beauty, ſhe comforted herſelf a little, that 
ſhe had not above three years to live in 
the horror of herſelf. Her moſt pleaſant 
occupations were to count all the mo- 
ments which approached to her Jaſt term, 
to conceal herſelf in the day, in the moſt 


remote caves, and to, wander all night, 
amidſt the moſt gloomy foreſts and de- 
ſerts. In this miſerable courſe of life, ſhe 
at length arrived at the twelfth month of 
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her laſt year, and reckoned ſhe had no 


more than ſome days to drag this odious 
figure, where her deſtiny had condemned 
it, when after having wandered during a 
very dark night, acroſs rocks and preci- 
mom where ſhe in vain endeavoured to 
ole herſelf, ſhe arrived, at length, at this 
ſame iſland where ſhe has been ſettled ever 
ſince. She thought ſhe ſaw a fire which 
diffuſed a great light all around it, that 
ſhe could diſtinguiſh objects as it it had been 
full day. Her greateſt averſion next to 
herſelf, was to light; nevertheleſs ſhe was 
ſeized with ſo violent a curioſity of know- 
ing trom whence this proceeded, that ſhe 
patled the river to find it out. She found 
a little negro, who wore a necklace adorned 
with ſuch brilliant ſtones that they dazzled 
her; ſhe was a long while without dar- 
ing, ſo much as to come near him, he ap- 
peared ſtill more ugly than ſhe was herſelf. 
Art laſt, overcome by an extreme defire 
to ſeize on a treaſure which was only faſ- 
tened by a bit of thread; ſhe approached 
him, ready to faint away at his uglineſs, 
and ſtill more at his breath; ſhe untied 
the necklace ; but as ſhe was about carry- 
ing off this valuable booty, the little mon- 
ſter awaked. He appeared a hundred 
times uglicr after he had opened his eyes; 

1 ſhe 
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ſhe wanted to run away, but ſhe had loſt 
with her beauty all her ſwiftneſs. The 
Moor, without being in any flurry, for 
the robbery ſhe had juſt committed, told 
her that toy was much more valuable than 
what ſhe thought it; he permitted her to 
put it about her neck, on condition ſhe 
would repals the river immediately. This 
condition did not ſeem hard to her; ſhe 
had but a few days to live, and neverthe- 
leſs was overjoyed to be in poſſeſſion of 
this wonderful necklace. She entered in- 
to the water, encompaſſed with a thouſand 
Trays of life; but what was her aſtoniſh- 
ment, when all this was effaced by her 
former beauty, which ſhe ſaw glittering in 
the water? Her joy did not laſt long; 
it was too immoderate for that. How pro- 
voked was ſne when the little villain pro- 
ſed to her, either to reſtore the neck - 
lace, or to give herſelf to him. . . She 
immediately flung this treaſure, valuable 
as it was, at his head, full of indignation 
and contempt; but deſirous to ſee herſelf 
again in the water, ſne groaned and turned 
her eyes upon the Moor. He was diſa- 
reeable from head to foot; after having 
oad out ſome time, ſhe redeemed her 
beauty. Her new little huſband was a 
great magician, but he did not know 
enough 
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enough to annul entirely the decree of the 
fairies ; for - the Soy 2 3 

peared with all her uglineſs. To mi- 
gate this laſt affliction, the little ſorcerer 
after having ſoaked the only hair of his 
miſtreſs in the juice of an herb, which 
rendered it ſo ſtrong, that nothing could 
break it or pull it out. He taught her 
his art; ſhe could foretel what was to 
happen, commanded the elements, and 
when he pleaſed ſhe exerciſed the power 
of magick in all its extent. Employed in 
ſo much ſublime knowledge, ſhe got over 
by degrees, that extreme fondneſs which 
ſhe had for her beauty; and the little Ne- 
ro who did not trouble his head about 

r, but juſt the moment that this beau- 
ty returned, left his iſland and enchant- 
ments, and diſappeared. But to reſume the 
thread of my hiſtory. 

Clodio ddr his father, as I have 
already told you. It was ſix months ſince 
he was ſeparated from his dear Gertrude, 
ſix ages for a paſſion like his; ſhe was not 
abſent from his mind a ſingle moment 
during this time; and abſence which of- 
ten weakens the moſt faithful tenderneſs, 
more eſpecially in the midſt of great af- 
fairs, only augmented his. He ſet out, 
full of the deſire of ſeeing her, and mak- 
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ing happy her he adored; a charm with- 
out doubt, the ſweeteſt that can be felt in 
love. He fancied her at every ſtep he 
approached towards her, ſwallowed up in 
grief, and languiſhing with impatience for 
his return. What pleaſure to put an end 
to ſo much uneaſineſs by a ſucceſſion of 
happineſs! A man poſſeſſed with ſuch 
flattering 1deas, generally goes on very 
faſt : ſo he prevented, by his arrival, even 
the report of his ſetting out for Troyes. 
His ſurpriſe not to find Gertrude there, 
was equal to that which he thought to 
have cauſed by his unexpected preſence; 
none but her brother knew what was be- 
come of her. Clodio alarmed that no bo- 
dy could give him any news of her, cauſed 
this brother to be ſought after, whom with 
a great deal of difficulty they found our, 
ſo much did every thing ſeem to conſpire 
to make him deſperate with impatience ; 
but when with all the earneſtneſs, and diſ- 
order which love mixed with fear inſpires, 
he aſked him an hundred queſtions at 
once, about his ſiſter, and when he ſaw 
him at a ſtand and confuſed, he did not 
doubt but ſhe was dead, and gave himſelf 
up entirely to grief and fury. The bro- 
ther of his miſtreſs feared the effects of it, 
and excuſing himſelf on account of the 

| prohibition 
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prohibition ſhe had laid him under of re- 
vealing the place of her retreat, he offered 
to conduct him thither. Never did fo 
much joy ſucceed ſo cruel a ſituation as 
that which the fears of Clodio had re- 
duced him to; they reſtored him to life, 
by aſſuring him, of that of his dear 
miſtreſs: it was enough to procure * 
don for every thing. They got ready a 
boat with the ſtrongeſt and moſt expert 
rowers that could be found; he embarked 
with only his conductor, and always full 
of the conceit of agreeably ſurpriſing his 
miſtreſs, he kept back all thoſe whom her 
brother wanted to ſend to inform her of 
their arrival. Notwithſtanding thoſe who 
conducted the boat made it go with ex- 
ceeding ſwiftneſs, it did not go faſt enough 
to ſatisfy the moſt impatient of men. He 
was ſo. tranſported with the hope of ſee- 
ing in a few moments his charming Ger- 
trude, that he could not contain himſelf, 
and ſolicited the rowers who had already 
gone beyond their ſtrength, to redouble 
their efforts. One while he embraced the 
brother of his miſtreſs, and another while, 
he reproached his cruelty in leaving him 
a moment in an uncertainty, which had 
nigh coſt him his life ; but inſtead of an- 
fwering to his careſſes and a hundred y 
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der and confuſed queſtions which he aſked 
about his ſiſter, he obſtinately perſiſted in 
being ſilent, and ſeemed to attempt every 
time that Clodio embraced him, to flin 
himſelf into the river with him. At ha 
whilſt the prince was wondering at the 
melancholly coolneſs and chagrin with 
which his careſſes were received, the boat 
came aſhore under the gallery which jutted 
out over the river. At the time he leap- 
ed upon the ground, he thought he heard 
ſome groans in the houſe; every thing 
alarmed his love. He called Gertrude's 
brother, whoſe getting out of the boar with 
a great deal of ſlowneſs and reluctance, 
flung him into a freſh ſurpriſe, As he 
advanced this moanful voice ſeemed to raiſe 
itſelf; at the end the cries were ſo ſharp 
and piercing, that he did not doubt, there 
was ſome violence doing to the perſon from 
whom they proceeded. He broke open 
the door of the place from whence t 
came, and ſaw upon the ground his fairh- 
ful Gertrude in the arms of an old wo- 
man, and by her a little infant whom ſhe 
had juſt brought into the world. He re- 
mained immoveable at the ſight of the old 
woman, and the infant, while the mother 
came to herſelf again, from the ſwooning 
her laſt pains had flung her into, faintly 
opened 
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opened her eyes. But what object ſtruck 


them! the ſight of that whom ſhe loved 
better than her life appeared dreadful to 
her in the ſituation ſhe was in. A ſecond 
ſwooning took from her the horror of theſe 
reflections, while aſtoniſhment, jealouſy and 
fury agitated the ſoul of Clodio. They 
did not laſt a long while, his miſtreſs came 
to herſelf again with new pains ; her pi- 
tiful cries, and the violent agitation 
cauſed her, made the indignation of her 
lover give way'to a remainder of tender- 
neſs, and he was going to aſſiſt Alboflede, 
who was very buly in ſuccouring her in 
her convulſions, when after fome freſh 
Rruggles, ſhe brought forth a companion to 
the little infant ſhe had juſt been delivered 
of. This teſtimony of her infi- 
delity, the alteration which her counte- 
— (peftacle of a ditgrac 
the di le a di 
happening before his eyes, eraſed in an in- 
ſtant from the ſoul of Clodio all the con- 
cern he had had for her. He repained 
his little boat, as much poſſeſſed, during 
his return with the fantaſticalneſs of his 
adventure, as he had been with impa- 
tience in going to ſeek it. He contented 
tumſelf with having been a dupe in the 
firſt engagement of his heart, without de- 
Vor. K ſiring 
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firing to publiſh the ſhame by a- uſeleſs 
clamour, : | 

As he had made every thing ready to 
remove from. places which would con- 
tinually renew the idea of an adventure, 
he was deſirous of forgetting, he ſaw one 
day Alboflede in the middle of a cloſet, 
he had ſhut himſelf up to write in. The ſur- 
priſe which her figure and unexpected pre- 
ſence inſpired, gave way to a kind of re- 
ſpe& which he could not diveſt himſelf of, 
when ſhe addreſſed him in theſe terms : 
«© The unfortunate Gertrude is no more; 
ſhe was innocent of the infidelity of 
which you believed you had ſeen the ful- 
leſt teſtimonies; but it is not permitted 
me to tell any more to juſtify her, it is 
reſerved for: time alone, to re-eſtabliſh 
her reputation; nevertheleſs be perſuad- 
ed, that no man has ſeduced her inno- 
cence, nor triumphed over her virtue, 
and Clodio alone of all mortal“. 
Clodio, cried the prince, bluntly inter- 
rupting him, perhaps is not. acquainted 
with the father of the infants, at whoſe 


birth he was preſent : nevertheleſs I ſhall 
take care of them without examinin 
who he is; and I will tell you more, f 
am not inſenſible to the misfortune of 
their mother, in ſpite of every thing that 
- ought 
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ought to make me eraſe her out of my 
remembrance. Forget her then, ſays 
ſhe, ſince you will only think of her ba 
abuſe her memory; but learn, that what 
ſhe leaves, will be, ps, one day - 
bitrator of the y of thine. 
theſe words, he ſaw omethin ſo e 
ſparkle in her looks, as ſhe was ing 
to him, that he was obliged to turn his 
eyes another way, and he did not ſee her 
when he looked for her again : but let us 
proceed to diſpatch his adventures and 
reign. From time he turned all his 
thoughts to war, diſheartened from thoſe 
of love: and it was not till fifteen or 
twenty years after that he concluded the 
marriage which I have mentioned to you 
and in which the affections of his heart 
had no concern at all; but he wanted to 
have ſucceſſors : nevertheleſs he had none, 
though the virtuous Clotilda had brought 
a ſon and a daughter in the firſt years of 
their .marriage. He paſſed ſome years in 
repoſe, taſting the ſweetneſs of quiet, in 
living happily with his family. Ambition 
and war, indled in all parts, drew him 
on to carry it every where, that he expect- 
ed to reap advantage from the diſorder 


the affairs of the empire were in at that 
time. Succeſs did not always attend him 
K 2 in 
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in this enterpriſe : the great Aetius had 
ſtopped upon it's declenſion to ruin, this 
vaſt power, which it's own = Wot ſeemed 
to drag down, and every where, that Clodio 
had him to oppoſe, it was to his diſad- 
vantage. Nevertheleſs ſome adventu- 
rers who ſought [glory or fortune came 
to ſerve under him, ſure that merit would 
not be long without a recompence. A- 
mong tho hoſe who ſignalized themſelves, 
with the moſt Ann he had honour- 
ed with his eſteem and loaded with fa- 
vours, a young man, who he was, was 
not known, and who never mifſed any 


opportunity of H. ag himſelf. His 
mage was le, — making advan- 
tage of the -will — him, 
his aſſiduity — * king's god the object of his 


liberalities. bier the envy of the courtiers; 


for favour hath no * in her increaſe, 


nor diſgrace when ſhe begins to perſecute. 
The name alone of this new favourite was 
all the knowledge they had of him, he 
called himſelf . The king to 
complete his fortune, married him to his 
wife's eldeſt ſiſter, whom he would not 
marry himſelf becauſe ſhe was handſome. 

It was the cuſtom of that time for the 
court to go to the war, where the king 
went; and as the events of it are uncer- 


tain, 
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tain, the ladies, inſtead of beiug preſent 
at victories and triumphs, ſometimes met 


with quite the contrary. Theſe nuptials 
celebrated near Laon, had like to have 
been fatal to the French. Clodio advanced 
ro cover this which the Romans 
ſeemed to threaten. The vigilant Aecrms 
did not doubt but that the diſtance of hi; 
camp, and the rejoicings his enemies had 

iven themſelves up to, on this occaſion, 
Furniſhed him with an opportunity of ſur- 
priſing them. He was no ways deceived, 
and falling upon them at break of day, 
he found them overwhelmed with wine 
and ſleep, without being upon their guard, 
or capable of defending themſelves. Me- 
roveus was the firſt in a*condition to re- 
ceive them, and running to the King's 
quarters at the firſt alarm, got together 
as —＋ * he could in a hurry, diſen- 

a im from a croud of enemies who 
had ſurrounded him ; and after having 
ſaved him, was happy enough to preſerve 
his new | from the worſt of misfor- 
tunes : the queen fell, happily for her, 
into the hands of the —_ general. She 
was treated with all the due to her 


character, and ſent back t days after 
with an honourable eſcort. This was the 
laſt check Clodio received: Aẽtius called 

K 3 elſewere 
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elſewhere for the defence of the empire, 
gave him time to recover himſelf. 

The advice of Meroveus, who was as wiſe 
as he was valiant, did not a little aſſiſt 
Clodio in eſtabliſhing a powerful monarchy 
in a few years. He had ſo advantageous 
an opinion of every. thing which con- 
cerned his favourite, that could not 
believe him, when he frankly confeſſed to 
him, that he thought his birth to be ob- 
ſcure, every time he ſpoke to him of it. 
I am not at all aſhamed of it, Seigneur, 
ſaid he to him, we are not maſters of that 

rt of our fortune; content to deſerve, 
that my birth ſhould be anſwerable to 


what you have raiſed me to, I will tell 


you ; all that I know of it is, that an old 
woman horribly ugly hath brought me up 
in a delicious place. She drove me from 
thence, as ſoon as I was in a condition to 
put myſelf forward by my merit, or to 
find a glorious death in arms, The firſt 
I have carried, have been in your ſervice; 
but a paper ſealed up which this old woman 
gave me to preſent to you, and which I 
thought of too little conſequence to dare 
to offer it you, perhaps will tell you 
ſomething more about it. Clodio, looking 
upon him with great attention during this 


diſcourſe, opened, with ſome diſcompoſu re 
the 
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the paper he preſented to him, and read 
in it theſe words: Meroveus, ſon of Ger- 
trude, derives his birth from an immortal 
father : the teſtimony of Alboflede ought 
to ſuffice to confirm this truth. 

Clodio looking upon him ſome moments 
after reading this, embraced him, and 
ſaid to him, ſmiling, he had nothing to 
do about his father; that mortal or im- 
mortal, he had not been "extraordinarily 
well uſed by poor Gertrude; but that 
he forgave his ſhare of the injury from the 
affection he bore to ſo accompliſhed a ſon. 
His eſteem and confidence in him, in- 
creaſed every day, and Meroveus, in effect, 
ruled during the laſt years of his maſ- 
ſter's reign ; but if he rendered them glo- 
rious by the ſignal advantages which ex- 
rended his territories during the war, he 
alſo made them happy by a peace, which 
gave quiet and plenty to the ſubjects of 


s new dominion. 

Clodio died at Rheims, which he had 
made the royal reſidence, having intruſted 
the ſtate, and even his ſon to Meroveus, 
during the feebleneſs of his age. He re- 


ceived both theſe great fits, with an 
intention to acquit himſelf by his care and 
fidelity of all that he owed to the memo- 


ry of Clodio, but fortune ſoon diſpoſed of 
K 4 him 
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him otherwiſe. He was obliged to put 
himſelf at the head of a powerful army, 
to oppoſe the Barbarians; who, after hav- 
ing laid waſte the lands of the empire, 
under the conduct of Attila, ſpread them- 
ſelves into all the neighbouring provinces; 
the danger was preſſing, the confidence 
which the troops had in the valour and 
conduct of Meroveus, made them deſpiſe 
any hazard; but they would not march 
againſt ſo formidable an enemy, but un- 
der a king. They deſpiſed the ſtupidity 
of Clodio's ſon, already of to bear 
arms, and who nevertheleſs, baſely refuſed 
to move under the command of. his mother. 
They muſt have their way: Meroveus was 
lifted up upon a buckler in the middle 
of the army, and proclaimed. king of the 
French with all the ceremonies of a mili- 
tary pop: He joined his troops to thoſe 
of the brave Aetius, and theſe two fa- 
mous generals having defeated a part of 
the Barbarian army near Orleans, which 
they had laid laid ſiege to, after having 
weakened him ſtill more in many fights, 

the 


Huns in the plains of Chalons, where was 
drawn up this innumerable multitude of 
combatants, and attacked him with ſo much 
valour and ſucceſs, that the ground was 2 
vere 
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vered with a million of dead bodies. Never- 
theleſs the widow of Clodio alarmed at the 
firſt rumour of the ingratitude and per- 
fidy with which ſhe accuſed the ambition 
of Meroveus, had no regard at all to the 
proteſtations he made, that he had not 
accepted the title of king, but to pre- 
ſerve it for her ſon. She away with 
her ſon and daughter, without minding the 
tears of her ſiſter, nor the affurances ſhe 
gave her of the fidelity of her huſband ; 
nothing could ſatisfy her. She went to 
ſeek out Attila before his laſt defeat, 
intruſted him with the perſon and for- 
tune of the prince; and after having re- 
ceived aſſurances of his chaſtiſing the u- 
ſurper and re-eſtabliſhing her ſon, ſhe pur- 
d to retire among the Burgundians, 
where the memory of Gondioche had 
ſtill a party. But having heard of the 
defeat of Attila, when a rumour was ſpread 
that her ſon was killed ; ſhe derermined at 
laſt, to ſeek an aſylum with Aetius, whoſe 
neroſity ſhe had already experienced. 
She repaired to the city of Aqueleia, as 


this great man was bringing back the Ro- 
man army that way, while Meroveus hav- 
ing re-eſtabliſhed tranquility in his terri- 
tories, was alſo upon his return to the ca- 
pital of the French. He was affected at 
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which the unjuſt jealouſy of Clo- 
tilda had obli him to act; but the 
news of the death of Clodio's fon being 
then confirmed from all parts, he com- 
forted himſelf at laſt in the poſſeſſion of a 
crown, which ſeemed from henceforth to 
belong to him by the decree itſelf of it's 
firſt founder, as well as by the choice of 
the French. 
From this time he had nothing more 
to deſire of fortune; proſperity pre- 
vented his wiſhes, and all his ſchemes 
were attended with a happy ſucceſs. 
His ſpouſe brought him a ſucceſſor, when 
he was fo ſettled in his dominions, as to 
have no other felicity to deſire ; he viſited 
all its provinces, having benedictions and 
praiſes every where heaped upon him. 
He had a mind to fix the ſeat of his 
ſovereignty, during a happy tranquilli- 
ty, in ſome place worthy of the magni- 
ficence with which he intended to embel- 
liſh it. He determined at laſt on Troyes : 
he regarded this city as the place of his 
birth. The ſituation of it was not favour- 
able ; but it is the weakneſs of great men, 
to be deſirous of combating with nature, 
and to overcome all difficulties by art and 
| profuſion, rather than to ſubmit their pride 


to the counſels and propoſitions of o fe. 
w 
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how reaſonable ſoever they know them to 
be. Meroveus ſpent a great deal of time 
in a uſeleſs ſearch after the famous Albo- 
flede, none could bring him any news 
of her; he often viſited this extraordi! 
reſidence, where ſhe had given out 
many oracles, and there it was, that to im- 
mortalize her memory, he diſplayed his 
magnificence, in exhauſting that art 
and invention could furniſh to make this 
iſland the moſt extraordinary place then 
in the world. It is prete that cer- 
tain books wrote by the hand of Albo- 
flede, were found at the time they were 
at work in embelliſhing it; that among 
ſeveral predictions, they contained the ad- 
venture of Gertrude, who bathing on the 
banks of this iſland, was ſurpriſed by the 
god of the river, that ſhe had twins, of 
which Meroveus was the eldeſt; and that 
while ſhe took care of the eldeſt, the fa- 
ther took the other. The people received 
it as a truth, as what was reported was to 
the honour of the birth of their king. But 
while Meroveus eſtabliſhed Troyes, the 
inchanted abode of her dwclling, and the 
credit of an onginal, which the ſcepticks 
of that time treated as fabulous: let us 


ſee what became among the Romans, of 
the unfortunate remains of. the family of 
K 6 Clodio. 
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Clodio. Young Valentinian was the em- 
peror, a prince ſo abandoned to all the ex- 
ceſs to which his bad diſpoſition and plea- 
ſures lead him, that the virtuous Actius 
with all the authority which his ſervices 
gave him over his mind, could ſcarcely op- 
poſe his outrages. The reception which 
Clotilda and his daughter found in the aſy- 
lum, which this great man gave them, 
furpaſſed all their hopes. Aquileia was then 
the ſeat of the Roman empire; for ſince 
Rome had been abandoned by the weak 
Honorius, his ſucceſſors ſeemed to have 
entirely deſerted a city ſo long time the 
miſtreſs of the univerſe. Aẽtius neglected 
nothing which the magnificence and po- 
liteneſs of a nation; which treated others 
as Barbarians could contribute to allevi- 
ate the misfortune of a great queen ; but 
to make her intirely ſafe, it was neceſ- 
fary before all things, to find out for her 
an aſylum againſt a ſuperior power. The 
daughter of Clodio was uncommon 
beauty, ſo the chief care of Aetius was 
to conceal her from the eyes of his ma- 
ſter. An agreeable and magnificent houſe 
which he had diſtant ſome miles from A- 
quileia, was the retreat of the princeſſes ; 
they were ſerved with all the reſpect due 
to their character : and if the a 
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of Clotilda had been of another nature, 
it was without doubt, in this pleaſant and 
tranquil retreat, that ſhe would have for- 
got them. But ſhe had loſt a fon, the 
object of her tenderneſs and her deareſt 
hopes. She ſaw herſelf a fugitive in a 
court, in which her daughter, the only 
one remaining of the race of Clodio dared 


not ſo much as to appear, condemned to 


paſs the prime of her days in ſolitude, or 
to commit her charms and her inno- 
cence to the moſt violent of men. This 
ſituation appeared fo terrible to the un- 
fortunate queen, that her haughty ſpirit 
could not bear it, and devoured with con- 
tinual grief, ſhe ſunk under it at laſt, in the 
arms of a diſconſolate daughter, who at ſo 
tender an age, and ſo deplorable a fortune, 
was left without any 1 * but the ge- 
neroſity of a man who formerly been 
the enemy of her houſe. The death of 
Clotilda ſenſibly affected Aẽtius; but the 
ſad condition in which ſhe left the princeſs 


redoubled his tenderneſs for her, and he 


intereſted himſelf ſo much in her fortune, 
that he adopted her. It was not at all 
making her deſcend from the rank in 


which ſhe was born; you know what a 


citizen of Rome was 'in the times of the 
Republick ; Actius was a patrician ; and 
at 


— 
— — — — m — 
42 


(206) 

at that time of the empire; this dignity, 
from whence they after roſe to it, was 
not held inferior to that of kings. He, 
in no wiſe repented of this exceſs of ge- 
neroſity; ſo much nobleneſs and virtue 
ſhone in the ſentiments of this princeſs, 
that the only uneaſineſs of this Roman 
aroſe from ſeeing her merit buried in the 
unworthy obſcurity, in which the paſſions 
of Valentinian obliged him to conceal 
her ; but he reſolved, at length, to draw 
her out of it. Maximus, the young ſe- 
nator, was the moſt worthy perſon then at 
court; he was in all the emperor's parties 
of pleaſure withont being concerned in 
the diſorders into which his debaucheries 
lunged him. 3 with ſeeing 
bim diſtinguiſh himſelf in the midſt of a. 
corrupt youth, as much as he did in the 
hazards of war, caſt his eyes upon him to 
inherit his immenſe riches, and to poſſeſs 
a treaſure ſtill more valuable in the dear 
girl he had deſigned for him. Maximus 
was ſenſible of his good fortune as ſoon as 
he ſaw her, and the daughter of Clodio 
ſaw nothing to deſpiſe in the offer of ſuch 
an heart as his; time only increaſed the 
paſſion of one, and the tenderneſs and 

eſteem of the other. 
Valen- 
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Valentinian conſented to the marriage 
of his favourite with a ſtranger; and at 
the earneſt requeſt of Attus, he even 
promiſed he would not aſſiſt at their nup- 
tial. This honour had been ſometimey 
fatal to Romans who married handſome 
wives, Never was a marriage celebrated, 
which bid fairer for happineſs; and it is 
from this marriage, that the unfortunate 
Zeneyde is born, the laſt of an unfortunate 
blood which the rage of heaven hath not 
ceaſed to perſecute. At theſe words, the 
tears began again to run down the eyes 
of the beautiful Zeneyde ; for I was ve 
much in doubt, whether it was ſhe, 
while ſo piercing a grief after ſo ma- 
ny ages, made me concerned for her, I 
tound ſomething ſo irregular in ſeeing 
myſelf, tẽte a tete, with the little daugh- 
ter of the good king Clodio, that I was 
juſt upon burſting out into a loud laugh, 
which would have been very much out of 
ſeaſon. I ſtated with all the eyes in my 
head, at a perſon, who by her age, might 
have been grandmother to a patriarch, and 
who, by her beauty and bloom, might 
have paſſed for the goddeſs of the ſpring, 
She immediately knew my thoughts, and 
continuing her diſcourſe : the end of this 
| hiſtory, ſays ſhe, will clear up a —_— 

whic 
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which perpleyes you; but before I come 

to it, I ſhall be obliged to lengthen out 
my recital, by the particulars of adven- 
tures, which, in ſome meaſure, will appear 
digreſſions; bur I will endeavour, in re- 
lating them, ro make them as little te- 
dious as I can Attius hoped that the fa- 
vour Maximus was in, would ſecure his 
wite from the inſults her beauty had to 
fear from the violence of Valentinian. 
My mother appeared at court like a new 
ſtar, ſhe even obſcured the empreſs Eu- 
doxia, than whom till then there had 
been nothing ſeen, which ſhe had not 
outſhone. But in the midſt of the com- 
mendations with which this new beauty 
made the ring, Valentinian remain- 
ed mute; and the moſt ſuſceptible of all 
men, was the only one who did not ſeem 
to trouble his head about her. Maximus 
raiſed the gods for it, but Actius, who 
knew the perfidious heart of his maſter, 
drew from thence a bad augure, and 
judged from that, that he ſhould be ve- 
ry cautions of expoſing to his ſight fo 
dangerous a beauty. My mother received 
with joy a propoſition which ſtruck in 
with her humour, and ſet at eaſe the 
mind of an huſband ſhe tendetly loved. 
She took leave of the court the day ſhe 
was 
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was ented there, and it was not owin 

to = her charms were not exiled 
at a diſtance from it, ſufficient to fave her 
from what they had to fear from thence. 
The emperor, who had been ly ſmit- 
ten from — —— he ſeen 
her, peceiv is impatience 
1 for with him, the firſt motions 
of a paſſion was alway attended with a 
deſign of ſatisfying it. The regard he 
had for the ſervice of Aẽtius, had obliged 
him to diſſemble for a time, the unjuſt 
fires this fatal interview had kindled in 
his mind ; but after having tried all kinds 
of ways to make her return to court, that 
the ſolicitations of the. empreſs herſelf, 
and his quarrelling every day with Maxi- 
mus on account of his jealouſy, but to 
as little purpoſe as all the reſt, he let 
himſelf looſe from the conſtraint ſo long a 
diſſimulation had held him in, and was go- 
ing to proceed to extremities ; when he 
was juſt upon the point of going to car- 
ry her off, a freedman of imus, who 
of his maſter's ſecrets, 
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that they had agreed together, that the 
ſhould not obey any order that was ſent 
for her to appear at court, without ſee- 
ing this. pledge of their affeMion. It was 
upon this notice, that the crafty and cruel 
emperor formed the deſign of a ſtratagem, 
which ſucceeded but too well. The ruling 
— of Maximus was play, Valentinian 
new it; and having given an order pri- 
vately to the moſt ſkilful in this pernicious 
trade, he had in his court, to engage his 
favourite in it, and to endcavour to re- 
duce him ſo as to take up money upon 
his ring, they ſucceeded that way. The 
— difficult ; he was ſurpriſed they 
w not play any more upon bis pa- 
role, and that they refuſed ſtones of the 
greateſt , value, except a ring which he 
perliſted in not parting with; but he was 
ſpurred on by his loſs : and the emperor 
not being of the party, he did not ſuſpect 
any trick in thoſe he was playing againſt. 
He was no ſooner deprived of it, _ 
condition of redeeming it after he 
done playing, but he received an or- 
der from the emperor, when he was the 
moſt eager at play, to repair immediately 
with Aetius to ſome legions encamped a 
day's journey from Aquileia, who they 


{aid had mutinied, Maximus fell into the 
{nare 
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ſnare ſo readily, that he went away direct- 
ly. He had ſcarcely got out of the city, 
but his wife received the ring from the 
hands of the raſcally freedman ; neverthe- 
leſs, in ſpite of this convincing teſtimony 
of her huſband's will, ſhe heſitated a long 
time, before ſhe could reſolve to go to 
meet him- in a place ſo ſuſpicious as was 
the palace of Valentinian ; but every 
thing conſpired: to her misfortune. The 
OT: of her huſband, whom ſhe knew 
to be the confident of his moſt ſecret 
8 beute was charged with conducting 
her there, and it was at Eudoxia's, he al- 
1 her, Mania.) waited for wa) — 
aſtoniſhment, when ſhe ſaw herſelf in the 
emperor's inſtead of Eudoxia's, 
and found Valentinian in the place where 
ſhe looked for her huſband. She ſtared, 
in a fright, every where about her, but 
inſtead of that multitude which generally 
accompanies. the maſter of theſe places, 
ſhe ſaw nothing but a ſolitude which made 
her tremble. She was ſenſible ſhe was be- 
trayed; and wanting to retreat with pre- 


cipitation, ſhe found all the 22 ut 
up. Valentinian endeavoured to keep her 
L and approaching her with a pro- 


found ſubmiſſion, he, at firſt, diſcovered 
nothing 
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nothing in his eyes or diſcourſe, but 
tokens of the moſt reſpectful paſſion : 
this did not revive her. The perfidious 
wretch then employed flattery, tears, pro- 
feſſions of love, and every thing that could 
in upon the weaknets of the ſex; but 
e conceived nothing but a fixed indig- 
nation againſt him Then the tyrant aſ- 
fumed his real character, and the tears, in- 
treaties, and deſpair to which the poor un- 
fortunate creature abandoned herſelf in 
her turn, were as uſeleſs as her cries, and 
all the efforts ſhe employed againſt his 
violence, 4 
However Maximus having received 
news upon the road that every thing was 
uiet, where he was going, returned; and 
eſiring to give an immediate account to 
the emperor of it, he was ſurpriſed to 
find all the doors of his palace deſerted, 
inſtead of meeting with à ſervile crowd 
which generally beſieged them. Th 
were opened at the time he approach 


and he ſaw his ſpouſe go our. Never 


did the frighful Gorgona cauſe ſo much 


horror and ſurpriſe to appear in the eyes 
of thoſe ſhe c into a rock, as my 


mother did in his, and one would have 
ſaid, that this ſight once ſo dear, was about 
to cauſe the ſame effect in him. He ſtood 

| aſtoniſhed, 
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aſtoniſhed, immoveable, and without re- 
collecting himſelf, whilſt my mother, ſtruck 


as it were with a thunderbolt, to ſee that 
the firſt witneſs of her diſorder was the 
very perſon from whom ſhe would have 
been willing to have concealed it for ever, 
looked down upon the ground ; and 
turning away her face in which deſpair 
was painted, ſhe run from him with fo 
much precipitation, that ſhe was in her 
apartment before he recovered from his 
aſtoniſhment. The innocent and unfor- 
fortunate princeſs would not give herſelf 
time to look at all the horror of her deſti- 
ny; ſhe ſent to beg Aẽtius to make haſte 
to come to her, and having cauſed a bath 
to be got ready, ſhe went into it, and cut 
her veins; he arrived as ſhe began to 
ſwoon away, ſhe had ſtill ſufficient ſtrength 
to tell him the adventure, and havin 
given him the fatal ring which had ſed 
, ſhe-appeared comforted as ſhe expired 
in the arms of her father, in bein 
able to repair by her death, the a 
ſhe had innocently done to her huſband. 
Aẽtius, penetrated, himſelf, with ſo pigrc- 
ing a grief, was not able, for a long time, 
to comfort Maximus; he — 
every thing from his impetuoſity and re- 
ſentment : he feared it would carry him 

ro 
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to a revenge againſt the perſon of his ſo- 
vereign ; he feared, on the other fide, the 
emperor would not ſtop there, and that 
for his own ſecurity, he would carry. his 
injuſtice and tyranny to extremities againſt 
a man he had too much offended to let 
him live. My father diſſembled his unea- 
ſineſs as much as he could, he feigned at 
the ſame time to give into every thing, 
which his friend ſaid to appeaſe him; and 
a little time after he carried his grief and 
reſentment to the war, which was about 
to commence between the ſucceſſor of At- 
tila and the Romans. 

Aetius uttered ſome reproaches as he 
parted from his maſter, upon the blackneſs 
of his crime, which were not much liked, 
He conjured the empreſs to take me un- 
der her protection till his return, and 
then went away with Maximus; victory 
according to cuſtom accompanied him eve- 

where. But whilſt he triumphed over 

e enemies of the empire, Valentinian 
ruined it. He ſet no bounds to his cruel- 
ties and outrages, during the abſence of _ 
him whom he began to look upon as a 
troubleſome cenſor of his actions. Maxi- 
mus felt a ſecret joy at the bottom of his 
heart, every time he heard of it, while 
it coſt the generous Actius ſome tears; for 

time 
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time had been very far from ſtifling in the 
mind of this haughty Roman the reſent- 
ment of ſo cruel an injury, the violence 
which he r acaby 2 it. 
augmented his im e hatred againſt 
I What methods did he make 
uſe of to ſatis \ | 14 what cannot re- 
venge do in it gotten * 
ben of Maximus knew too well tha 
he muſt not ſo much as think but the 
faithful Actius would be watchful over the 
ſafety of his unworthy maſter ; but re- 
ſolved either to ruin himſelf or to have re- 
venge, he did not heſitate, at all, in his 
Ne >. Ja of ſacrificing his friend to the 
furious deſire of waſhing out in the blood 
of his maſter the affront he had received 
from him. Aẽtius redoubled his reproaches 
every letter he ſent him, but thoſe which 
Maximus ſent to the emperor were in ano- 
ther ſtile : flattery, a charm as dangerous 
to villains and tyrants, as it is ſometimes 
to heroes, was an infallible method of 
inſinuation to 222 that the Roman 
general took liberty of cenſuring the 
1 faults of his emperor, only be- 
cauſe he envied his virtues ; that it was 


to be feared the deſire of being in his 
place puſhed him on to render his name 
odious to the legions, more than that ten · 

derneſs 
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derneſs he affected for the liberty of the 
Romans and the repoſe of the ſtate; and 
at length, that a ſubject whom the ſol- 
diers adored, had it always in his power 
to be more than one as ſoon as his ambi- 
tion ſhould carry him above his fidelity. 
This artifice, as groſs as it was, ſucceeded 
with a timid and ungrateful mind. A&- 
tius was recalled under pretence of a preſ- 
ſing danger which threatened his maſter, 
and the command of the atmy was deli- 
vered up to Maximus. The us Ro- 
man no ſooner arrived at court, but he 
was aſſaſſinated at the feet of the emperor, 
where he had flung himſelf to ſalute him; 
the news of it preſently arrived at the ar- 
my ; preſently a part of the legions run to 
revenge it, while, in Aquileia, every one 
roſe up againſt Valentinian, and it was his 
own guards who ſacrificed him to the ma- 
nes of the great Aẽtius and the publick 
ſafety. My father was immediately pro- 
claimed emperor by the ſenate and the 
army. This piece of fortune could ſcarce- 
comfort him, becauſe he could not 
ſtrike himſelf the mortal blow into the 
heart of the perfidious wretch, whom he 
was not able to ſacrifice, without involy- 
ing in his deſtruction, the greateſt and 
moſt virtuous of men. When he took 

poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of the empire, I was then too 
young to be ſenſible of the misfortunes . 
of my family, I was leſs ſo of the revolu- 
tions which changed at this time my for- 
tune. I do 3 _ - have 
always been cupast ter 
Fd e i 0 we 
as my mother. Maximus had married her 
a little after his being raiſed to the em- 
pire; it is not known whether this was 
done through policy or love, there were 
reaſons in favour of both. At length, the 
odious name of his z and a 
ſtrong inclination he to virtue, ren- 
his name fo 5 to * 
mans, that he enjoyed a y H 
kity, when Childeric, che 2 Pres vx 
came to his court. I was then inſtructed 
in the adventures of my mother, it had 
often cauſed me to ſhed tears, and I had 
conceived for Merovens, and all his race, 
an averſion equal to what I had wrongful- 
ly thought it had done to ours : never- 
t prince Chifderic came himſelf to 
demand me in marriage. Meroveus, the 
moſt prudent of men, wanted by the al- 
hance of the Romans, to aſſure to his ſuc- 
ceſſor the poſſeſſion of his territories which 


he had continaafl ET WEI 
Vor. II. ”_w had 
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had the government of them. He be- 
to feel the infirmities of age, and he 
Breſaw that his ſon's inclination rather 
leading him to pleaſure than ſerious buſi- 
neſs, he would have need of ſuch a pro- 
tector as the emperor of the Romans, to 
maintain him upon a throne leſs firm than 
powerful. Beſore the arrival of the young 
rince, I entertained thoſe diſpoſitions of 
atred which I have juſt told you; and 
when the occaſion of his journey was 
known, I could not ſupport the thought 
of ſeeing myſelf united with blood fo fa- 
tal to our family without ſighing; but his 
reſence changed theſe ſenuments a little. 
His perſon was every way amiable, his air 
great and noble, his behaviour engaging 
and polite, his genius lively and pleaſant, 
but all theſe amiable qualities could only 
efface out of my mind the averſion with 
which I was prejudiced, without produc- 
im g any favourable diſpoſition toward 
m. 
As I was not yet twelve years old, my 
outh might be, perhaps, the cauſe that 
e paid no attention to a beauty with which 
they would already flatter me ; perhaps, 
alſo, he neglected me for this only rea- 
ſon, becauſe I was deſigned for him, Ne- 
ver- 
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vertheleſs his father was not ſorry for his 
being obliged to reſide at the Roman 
court, till my age permitted the celebra- 
tion of a marriage he had very much at 
heart. He hoped that the character of 
greatneſs and virtue, of which the Ro- 
man name was till in poſſeſſion, would 
leave in the mind of the prince impreſ- 
ſions quite oppoſite to thoſe he ſaw in 
him with forrow. Childeric, not to loſe 
time till our marriage, made his addreſſes 
every where, that he found objects worthy 
of his care and conſtancy ; he every day 
made conqueſts, infidelities and jealouſies; 
the emperor himſelf was not at all exempt 
from the alarms this dangerous ſtranger 
gave to the huſbands of the moſt beau- 
tiful Roman women. His ſtar, fatal to 
the con ugal connexion, began to diſturb 
by its malignant influence, the happy peace 
which reigned in the family of 
Maximus, ſmce his marriage with Eu- 
doxia. She had not the bloom with which 
ſhe ſhone when ſhe was very young, but 
ſhe was ſtill very handſome. The aſſidu - 
ty, and at length, the being addreſſed 
a man of whom all the beauties diſ- 
puted the conqueſt, were homages thar 
Battered her vanity, perhaps more than 

3 touched 


his jealouſy furniſhed him with, upon an 


thing more ſaid concerni 
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touched her heart. Maximus who loved 
her paſſionately, perceived it; ſevere rail- 
lery was his talent, and he publickly ſaid 
to the empreſs all the ſharp things which 


engagement ſo diſproportionate to her age. 
There is nothing — women feel ſo much 
who have not renounced their youth. She 
was ſtung to the quick, and felt already 
a regret in letting him ſucceed, in. her 
heart, to the cruel Valentinian, who, in 


all his paſſions, had never ſo groſsly 


oppoſed her humour. But when 1n the 
quarrels they had in private, he had the 
imprudence to reproach her with hav- 
ing given herſelf up to Childeric, with the 
fame eaſe, ſhe had married him, who had 


cauſed her firſt huſband to be aſlaſſinated, 


her rage went to the utmoſt exceſs ; but 
ſhe locked it up in the bottom of her 
heart, reſolved that this offenſive reproach 


ſhovld coſt the life of him who boaſted he 


had made her loſe her huſband. She re- 
conciled herſelf to Maximus, the better 
to be able to deſtroy him; there was no- 
what they had 
3 about, all that regarded Chil- 

eric vaniſhed from her mind, to give 
room for the deſire of revenge in its — 

* m 
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moſt ardour. On the contrary ſhe 
to haſten our marriage, and to ſend back 
immediately, a young giddy-headed fel- 
low who never merited the alarm, 
which had been taken at him. But at 
this time, they received news of the death 
of Meroveus ;, and his ſuceeſſor more in 
haſte to take poſſeſſion of a crown than 
a miſtreſs, who was not his choice, went 
away in a hurry, putting off his marriage 
with me, till after his coronation. 
It was a little time after, that the Ro- 
man empire, the ſubject of frequent re- 
volutions in its decline, experienced that 
at length, which cauſed its entire ruin. 
. Eudoxia. giving herſelf up to hatred, 
and the deſire of revenging herſelf, under 
the pretence of reuenging the death of a 
huſband, communicated her deſign to a 
weak party, which ſubſiſted, ſcarcely in 
obſcurity, the unworthy remains of the 
companions of the debaucheries, or mini- 
ſters of the cruelties of Valentinian At 
this time, Ginſeric, the ſucceſſor of Attila, 
ſo often overcome by the great Aëtius, 
and at length, driven from the territories 
of the empire a little before the death of 
that famous general, having re-aſſembled 
an army of Goths and V held con- 

L 3 reſ- 


ward Aquileia, and advanced thither with 
Forced — rernca At this news, the ſen- 
tence Pronounce the deſtinies againſt 
the remains of — greateſt — 
ever was, put every thing in confu- 
ſion, to make the Romans yield to an ene- 
my ſo deſpicable in their eyes. A con- 
ſternation itſelf among the troops, 
terror in ſenate, and diſorder in the 
city: then the accomplices in the em- 
preſs's ſcheme took ther opportunity; the 
city being ſet on fire in ſeveral places, was 
the ſignal to the conſpirators. They im- 
mediately ſtirred up the populace againft 
Maximus, whom they accuſed of having 
delivered up Rome to the fury of the Bar- 
barians, -by his cowardice and neghgence : 
the general cry was againſt him. He 
came nevertheleſs with more boldneſs and 
reſolution than prudence, into the mid 
of ſo many furies. He killed with his 
own hand the hotteſt and moſt raſh among 
among them; but far from ty 

eir 
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their fury, flung at him « thouſand 
— Ayo into the palace to 
prevent his being ſurrounded, but he was 
purſued with ſo much obſtinacy and ar- 
dour, that he fell, pierced in ſeveral places, 
at the feet of the inhuman Eudoxia, who 
advanced rather with a defign to ſatiate 
and fatisfy her vengeance, than to fave a 
huſband, who in vain, ſtretched out his 
arms to her. A victim ſacrificed without 
doubt, by the juſtice of the gods, to the 
manes of the Aetius, and not to 
the expiation of the icide of an un- 
grateful maſter, and a cruel emperor. 
But ä 
pleaſure of a barbarous revenge. Ginſe- 
ric approached Aquileia, ſtill in a commo- 
tion. It opened its gates to him, but de- 
tefting the horrid attempt which he was 
informed a woman was guilty of toward 
her huſband, and trembling at the dange- 
rous example which a people's rifing up 
againſt their maſter gives to all the world ; 
he entered into the capital of the Romans, 
as into a place taken by ſtorm, and deli- 
vered it up to the fury, brutalicy and ava- 
rice of the ſoldiers. Nothing was ſpared 
there, except the inſide of the palace, 
whether the king of the Vandals . 
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diately repaired. He did not vouchſafe to 


ſee the cruel Eudoxia, and a few days after 
they carried me with her among the retinue 
of Genſcric. Gods] in what a ſituation muſt 
a creature be in the nudſt of horror, con- 


fuſion and cries, which rang on all ſides. 


The frightful aſpect of the ſoldiers, who 


approached. me to conduct me to the cha- 


riot, in which they had already put Eu- 


doxia completed the depriving me of my 
had. it been for me if I 
had never returned from this r 

2 


away. The beautiful nymph appeared 


affected at theſe words, that I was afraid.I 
ſhould ſee her in the condition ſhe had 
juſt been ſpeaking of. It was in vain, 


ſhe wanted to. go. on with her diſcourſe, 
her continual, ſighs. interrupted. her; and 


wing way to her grief after making me 
2 of the trouble ſhe was in by a 
very languiſhing look, ſhe ſtretched out 
her hand to a ſtring of gold and filk 
which was near her. I heard, as ſoon as 
ſhe had pulled it, a ſound. more harmo- 
nious than from the niceſt. touches on the 
thuorbo or harpſicord, while aperfumed va- 
pour riſing up, all at once, in the place 
where we were, 4 


rived me of ſceing 
any thing. At length, it diſperſed, by 1 
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the and little, and only left an odour, 


which ſeemed to me more agreeable than 
any thing I had ever felt; but during this 
kind of miſt, the goddeſs diſa , the 
couch itſelf, on which ſhe lay, did not ap- 
pear any longer. Ah! it is over, ſays 
then; ſince they begin to unfurniſh, this 

e with all its inchanted ornaments 
will preſently vaniſh away, and I ſhall find 
myſelf alone in the midſt of a meadow, 
or under ſome buſh, uncertain whether 
I have dreamed, or truly ſcen, all this. 
But I had not time to dwell upon theſe 
_ reflections; a figure quite charming, ap- 
peared before my eyes at the noiſe cf a 
concert of hautboys and violins, the moſt 
raviſhing that could be. She who had 
zuſt entered, and who, by her manner, 
ſeemed to pre herſelf to dance, was 
maſqued ; her dreſs differed very little 
from thoſe belonging to the opera, except 
that her petticoat was ſhorter before, and 
that all the ſtones in it were finer and more 
brilliant. As ſoon as ſhe lift up her arms, 
and moved them to make the firſt ſtep, a 
kind of further admiration ſeized me, fo 
much grace did I find in this motion on- 
ly. Gods! ſays I, if the face ſhe conceals 
trom us, is anſwerable to this ſhape, nw 
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dangerous would it be to look upon her? 
All the time ſhe danced, I was fo tranſ- 
ported, that ſhe would have been con- 
rented with the approbation I gave her, if 
fhe had — all the changes in my 
countenance, and every time I caſt up my 
eyes towards heaven. After ſne had done, 
ſne diſappeared, I don't know how, to make 
room for a new entertainment. 

Three ladies entered with the tea- 
equipage. Thoſe who brought the table 
Placed it before me, and ran them- 
ſelves on each ſide; and the third having 
ſet down the equipage, made me a pro- 
found reverence according to her manner. 
For inſtead of bending her knees and 
bowing herſelf, ſhe leaned her head back- 
ward, and extending her arms had like 
to have fallen backward. This ceremo- 
ny appeared to me ſavage enough, and I 
thought at firſt, ſhe was fallen into a ſwoon , 
but having ſet herfelf up again in a mo- 
ment, ſhe held her hands before me acroſs 
one another. She had very black hair, 
ſparkling Lor and a lively air. She on 
my right, had hair of the moſt beautiful 
colour of fire in the world, her eyes were 
black, and never had red ſuch dazzling 
colours; her neck and arms were —_ 

ne 
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neſs itſelf, and her looks were fo lively 
that I found them full of gaiety and Vi- 
vacity when I caſt my eyes upon her, and 
I ſaw her ſmile as if ſhe had known me 
all her 82 2 was fair, and E 
ſhaped, althou e was in . ight 
— her — was natu — 
joy with bog blue eyes, charged p with 
agreeable — 4 a tender air, _ a 
lice ſerious, and her head which was, neg- 
ently bent, made me judge that inſen- 
5 was not her fault. Their orna- 
ments and dreſs were like thoſe they wear 
at this day, if their head-dreſs did not ap- 
pear ſtill more elevated, and inſtead of 
ribbons, they had large aigrets put in dif- 
ferent places, which at every motion 
cauſed the moſt agreeable effect in the 
world. After having given ſome atten- 
tion to theſe three beauties, I turned my 
eyes to what they had ſet before me. 
It had furniſhed a fruitful field for de- 
ſcription ; but you diſlike, if I remem- 
ber, thoſe tireſome and frivolous orna- 
ments, which lengthen out narrations ; 
therefore I ſhall not ſay any thing of the 
magnificence of an equipage, the leaſt va- 
luable of which were ſpoons of gold, en. 
riched with large 92 at ends. 
I examined, — with admiration, the 


tea- 


brown girl who had juſt done ſpeaking ; 
4 no 
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tea-equipage, the bowls and the ets; 
but it was rather throu KA than 
curioſity: I had none of that but for the 
princeſſes who kept me ny. I look- 
ed at them once more, with more atten- 
tion than at firſt, and I took notice, that 
each of them had a napkin upon their arm. 
F found in the looks of the nymph with 
the red hair, a reception as gracious and 
inviting, as that with which ſhe had ho- 
noured me at firſt, the other was always 
in a tender languiſhment, and ſhe who was 
before me, aſked if it was agreeable that 
they ſhould ſerve the rea, I was then ſen- 
ſible of my incivility, and riſing up in a 
hurry, I made a ſign, after a profound re- 
verence, that I thanked her. Speak Sir, 
ſays ſhe, ſpeak without conftraint ; you 

in the abſence of the divinity which 
preſides here, break ſilence which was im- 
poſed on you with regret, and we have 
not as ſhe, the gift of reading people's 
thoughts, you - muſt, if you pleaſe, ex- 
plam yours; I confeſs, I was overjoyed 
at this permiffion : for although I am no 
great talker, never any thing coſt me fo 
much as to be ſilent ſince they enjoined it 
me. Addreſſing myſelf then to the little 
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